
 

INTEGRITY | RESPECT | LEADERSHIP | COURAGE | PASSION  

TOP STORIES 
 

¶ National Competition Kicks Off 
 

¶ Special Visitor to Museum 
 

¶ NZ Women Finalists in One Community 
Awards 



August 2010 / 2  

Secondary Schools comp  page  9  

From the Editor éééééééé.. 2 
 

CEOôs Update ééééééééé.  3 
 

Game Development éééééé.. 4 
 

Increased Participation ééééé 5 
 

Culture of Excellence ééééé... 11 
 

Family & Community éééééé 13 
 

International Success ééééé.. 18 
 

Communications ééééééé... 21 
 

Partners ééééééééééé... 23 
 

Key Dates ééééééééééé. 26 

Table of Contents  

As spring arrives and the days get longer, the 

regular seasons of the NRL and Super League are 

drawing to a close and some of our elite players 

are having a short break before the Four Nations 

starts.  

 

Meanwhile many more of our Kiwis are preparing 

to do battle in their various finals and we wish 

them all every success, but please no more  

injuries.  

 

Meanwhile in NZ most clubs have completed their 

season, and well done to everyone who featured in 

their local competition play offs.  

 

On the national stage the National Secondary 

Schools competition took place in Wellington  

and we have news and photos from that close 

fought tournament inside the magazine.  

 

With the National Competition kicking off this 

month many of the NZRL staff including myself 

have been getting along to the games.  

It is wonderful to see our 

future Kiwis being given 

this opportunity to play in 

front of good crowds, to get to travel and see a bit 

more of New Zealand and to be able to learn from 

others not only within their own Zones but from 

players from all around New Zealand.  

 

Do try and get out to the games if  they are being 

played near you as there is some amazing talent 

on show.  

 

On page 22 of this magazine is a note about our 

new Bulletin. If you had any problems reading the 

latest edition please have a look at this.  

 

Finally, we encourage readers submissions, be it 

photos of you out and about supporting your 

team, or of your local club events. Where possible 

we are happy to promote your events so please 

contact me if you want something to be featured 

in our magazine.  
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ά²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ 

away, you will have heard the announcement of 

the 43 man train-on squad...it bodes well for our 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΦέ  
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Some of our older readers may recall the song with 

the lines ñIôve been everywhere, man.. Of travel I've 

had my share, manò and thatôs certainly how it is for 

the rugby league community at the moment.  

 

With the National Competition weôve had the  

Heartland teams travelling to Christchurch and  

Waicoa Bays visiting Wellington, then Wellington 

came to Auckland while Counties Manukau made the 

long drive north to Kaikohe. Travel doesnôt seem to 

have affected the teams with a mix of home and 

away wins.  

 

At the same time weôve had a number of schools 

and referees make the trip to Wellington for the  

annual Secondary Schools tournament which  

despite some very rainy days was a great  

success.  

 

Our Football department continue to travel around 

the country delivering coaching courses and  

providing training and support for our Match  

Officials.  

 

I have also been covering the miles as I return to 

the Zones to deliver the Game Plan update. Iôve 

been to Whangarei, Taranaki, Wellington, Waikato 

and Rotorua in the last few weeks.  

 

Tony Kemp our Football Manager will be presenting 

the update in the Manawatu, Hawkes Bay and most 

of the South Island during September.                 

The updates have been very well received and we will 

be following up the requests by districts for assistance 

with putting together their own strategic plans.  

 

I did have a visit planned for Christchurch but we 

have delayed it until a more appropriate time due to 

the recent earthquakes.  

 

Auckland and Counties Manukau updates will coincide 

with the resolution of the legal issue and dates and 

times will be published shortly.  

 

With the Four Nations now only a few weeks away, 

you will have heard the announcement of the 43 man 

train -on squad. I am sure you will agree that it is a 

well balanced squad and baring injuries it bodes well 

for our prospects in this very exciting tournament.  

 

Please show your support for our Kiwi boys by  

getting out and buying tickets to as many of the 

games as you can, and encourage all your friends to 

do the same.  

 

Both the Kiwis and NZ Maori would really  

appreciate your support at the Mt Smart game, you 

can buy a combo pass for that with the Eden Park 

game if you can get to Auckland.  

 

Iôve heard that local teams are getting together and 

bringing buses to the venues. This is fantastic and we 

canôt wait to see you there.    



Introducing the 2010 National Competition Coaches  

 
Congratulations to all these coaches and best of luck for the 2010 National 
Competition  

 
NORTHERN (SWORDS)    UPPER CENTRAL (WAICOA BAYS)  
Premiers -  Revell Neal    Premiers -  Tahe Morunga  
17s -  Herman David    17s -  Moehewa Armstrong  
15s -  Jim Larkin     15s -  Shane Salt  
 
AUCKLAND      MID CENTRAL (HEARTLAND)  

Premiers -  Kenny McIntosh   Premiers ðMike Graham  
17s -  Raymond Hall    17s -  Stacey Oôcarrol  
15s -  Robbie Nathan    15s -  Rangi Hiroti  
 

COUNTIES MANUKAU    WELLINGTON (ORCAS)  
Premiers -  Rusty Matua    Premiers -  Trevor Clarke  

17s -  Richie Blackmore    17s -  David Lomax  
15ôs - Neil Malu     15s -  Kawiti Brown  
 
SOUTHERN (SOUTH ISLAND)  
Premiers -  Brent Stuart  
17s -  Mike Dorreen  
15s -  Tom Ball  
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The club season is now over and from what I have seen and from all the news around the country it 

has been a very positive one. We now move into the much anticipated Rep season and in particular the 

National Competition. There is a full list of the National Competition coaches below. These are the elite 

coaches in your area who have come through the current pathway. After completing Hearts camps 

around the country I am very happy with the standard of coaches in this years competition.  

 

On another note the new coaching structure continues to be developed. Modules are currently being 

written for the new structure and courses will be implemented as they are completed. In the mean 

time we will continue to run the Mini -Mod Certificate, International Games and Senior Club Coach 

courses.  

 

Both Auckland Rugby League and Waikato Rugby League are running Senior Club Coach courses in 

November so I encourage all those that are eligible to apply. To be eligible for this course you must 

have held your International Games certificate for a minimum of two full seasons and be coaching in 

2011. Recognition of prior learning may be taken into consideration and will be dealt with on a case by 

case basis. For information visit the courses page of the New Zealand Rugby League website http://

www.nzrl.co.nz/coaching/courses - .aspx  

 

Due to limited spots you will be required to complete a written application and submit it, after closing 

dates all applicants will then be notified regarding their acceptance.  

COACHES MOVE TO NEW LEVEL  
By Dan Floyd  



St Paulôs College from Auckland washed away Wainuiomata High School to gain their seventh straight 

National Rugby League Secondary School title and their 14 th  title since 1994.  Torrential rain saturated 

Wise Park, home of Wainuiomata Rugby League, setting a scene that was more fitting for a  

synchronized swimming carnival than a Rugby League tournament.   

 

It was the home team that set the early pace.  A cleverly placed kick by Wainuiôs player of the tourna-

ment Evander Waitoa stopped dead, right underneath the cross bar, for Regan Hauwaho to dive to 

score and a successful conversion by Logan Buchanan made it a 6 point lead.  But that was the end of 

Wainuiôs resistance. 

 

St Paulôs led by the Agnatius Paasi proceeded to eliminate any further resistance.  Paasi was all across 

the paddock eating up massive yards like a one man wrecking machine, firstly he off loaded to Clinton 

Lilo to score, then he cut through the Wainui defense to score the first of his two tries taking a 12 ï 6 

lead.  Wainui were still within striking distance until just before half time when captain and halfback 

Siliva Havili broke Wainuiôs defense to take an 18 ï 6 lead.  

 

The second half was all St Paulôs.  Siliva Havili directed his troops around the paddock on the back of 

Paasiôs powerful running.  Havili used the conditions perfectly with a number of inch perfect kicks pin-

ning Wainui within in their own half, and the final score was a massive 50 ï 8.  

 

Taita College from Wellington secured 3 rd  place with an exciting 10 ï 8 win over Southern Cross from 

Auckland.  The only difference between the two teams was a conversion to Site Timu from Taita.  

Aranui from Christchurch showed their potential taking out the plate final defeating Papakura from 

Auckland 44 ï 0.  Upper Hutt defeated Hato Paora 22 ï 10 for the 7/8 th  placing.  

 

Following the final a gala dinner was held at Wainuiomata High School.  At the dinner were the team 

MVPôs, the Tournament team, Golden Boot (tournaments best goal kicker) and the player of the  

tournament.              

FINAL DAY REPORT -  SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS NATIONALS 2010  
By Alex Smits, Wellington Rugby League  

! ŎƭŜǾŜǊƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƪƛŎƪ ōȅ ²ŀƛƴǳƛΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ 

of the tournament Evander Waitoa 

stopped dead, right underneath the cross 

bar, for Regan Hauwaho to dive to score. 
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Tournament Team   

 Name  School  

1 Axton Daniels  Taita  

2 Mitchell Roberts  Southern Cross  

3 Hokianga Morunga  Wainuiomata  

4 Joshua Taafili  St Paulôs 

5 Paul Pritchard  Southern Cross  

6 Siliva Havili  St Paulôs 

7 Evander Waitoa  Wainuiomata  

8 Kayne Marshall  Hato Paora  

9 George Keates  St Paulôs 

10  Agnatius Paasi  St Paulôs 

11  Fred Pule  Taita  

12  Booke Watene  Wainuiomata  

13  Kimihia Pakipaki Hemopo  Upper Hutt  

14  Afatasi Lio  St Paulôs 

15  Opeta Utanga  Tokoroa  

16  Mita Puru  Papakura  

17  Daniel Hartley  Aranui  

  Player of the Tournament:  George Keates  St Paulôs 

  Bill Sharp Golden Boot:   Daniel Hartley  Aranui  

 

 

Most Valuable Players  

  

Hato Paora  Kayne Marshall  

Papakura  Mita Puru  

St Paulôs George Keates  

Aranui  Daniel Hartley  

Taita  Fred Pule  

Upper Hutt  Kimihia Pakipaki Hemopo  

Southern Cross  Joseph Tuliatu  

Wainuiomata  Evander Waitoa  

Tokoroa  James Horn  

www.rugbyleaguenationals.co.nz  

Photos: Darryl New  

Continued over...  
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The Auckland Perspective  

By John McKeown, Referees Development Officer, ARL  
 

We were represented by three Schools, St Pauls, Southern Cross and Papakura and we had two  

Referees, Sam Davis and Marcelles Toelau.  

 

All performed well and the Major Final included the St Pauls 

Team who won the Trophy and our young Referee Marcelles  

Toelau who was in outstanding form and showed men twice his 

age just how it should be done.  

 

The style of football and the execution of set moves by St Pauls 

was pretty to watch and bodes well for the Game in Auckland. 

They were up against a good team in Wainuiomata, but they  

out - thought and out -played their opposition in every aspect and 

could only be admired for setting such a high standard of   

enjoyable Rugby League.  

 

A huge success for 19yr old Marcelles Toelau (above) getting the final to referee against competition from 

other Premier Referees. Particularly pleasing for the NZRL and Auckland Referees coaching system to see a 

young man apply what he has been taught and execute it to such a very high standard.  

NZRL Referees Perspective  

By Ian Mackintosh, National Referees Coordinator  

 

The referees who came from Northland, Auckland, Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Manawatu, Wellington and  

Canterbury all performed well. The mostly young referees  stayed together in a motel in Wainuomata and 

formed close bonds with one another. This will increase camaraderie in the future among these NZRL 

Match Officials who will progress together through the existing pathways.  

 

A survey was undertaken by the senior NZRL Referee Co -ordinators at the tournament (i.e. Ian Mackin-

tosh, John Mckeown and Ray Bourke) and feedback from Coaches and Headmasters was largely positive 

with most indicating that the level of adjudicating was higher than in the past.  

 

Additionally several college  coaches attended Referee Lectures throughout the tournament and again gave 

positive feedback, indicating that they had learnt things and received information that will assist their  

future coaching careers.  

 

A survey was also undertaken involving all the match officials and again feedback was largely  

positive.   All NZRL Match Officials indicated that they had learnt a great deal and felt confident that their 

capability had increased. This was definitely shown on the field as match official performanceôs lifted 

throughout the tournament.  



COUNTIES MANUKAU LAUNCH  
By Trevor Gill, Counties Manukau GM  
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Counties Manukau launched their National Competition season at the Manukau City Councilôs  

Manukau Room on Wednesday 1 September.  

 

Over 100 people assembled and were addressed by Mayor Len Brown and former Kiwi Captain Roy 

Christian. Christian (Otahuhu RLFC), who is now a Minister in Mangere, was wearing his 1971 Kiwiôs 

blazer when he spoke to the crowd and talked about the values, pride and integrity in belonging to 

South Auckland.  

 

Mayor Len Brown also spoke to the enthusiastic group that included people from the 12 Counties 

Manukau Zone (CMZ) clubs, media, civic leaders and representatives of each of the three CMZ 

teams who were introduced by their coaches and managers.  

 

The highlight of the afternoon was when Iva Ropati, himself a former Kiwi and now Board member 

of CMZ, individually introduced three other former Kiwis greats from Counties Manukau Roy Chris-

tian, Ritchie Blackmore and Dean Bell.  

 

The teams were named and jerseys were presented to the Captains. All teams will travel in white 

shirts, black trousers and National Competition jackets.  
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SWORDS MAKE A SPLASH  
By Rob Wakelin, Northern Zone GM  
The Northern Swords made their NZRL National 

Competition debut in Kaikohe on Sunday  

5 September.  

  

While it wasn't a memorable day on the score-

boards, the Swords ensured all other aspects were 

a great success.  

  

We came into this competition with the major 

aims of re -engaging our rugby league followers, 

building the Swords brand and giving opportuni-

ties to Northland rugby league players.  

  

With a crowd of over 1000 cheering on the Swords 

and fifty -one  players gaining representative  

honours, our day was a success before a ball was 

kicked.  

It was tough going on the field for the Swords teams -  

the Swords 15s were competitive though still went down 

4-30, the Swords 17s were given a 0 -98 lesson and the 

Swords Premiers were welcomed to the big time with a 

10 -86 loss.  

  

"Today was a tough introduction for our boys" said Pre-

mier coach Revell Neal, "though  I was really pleased 

with the pride they showed in playing for the Northern 

Swords and while Counties -Manukau were clearly the 

better team, we let in a few soft tries that let the score 

blow out a bit".  

  

The Northern Swords' next home matches are on Sun-

day 19 September v South Island at Jubilee Park, 

Whangarei.  


