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This month we are bringing you the newsletter a 

little earlier than usual so we can tell you all you 

need to know about the finals of the  

National Competition and the international rep. 

season, plus a number of other regional  

celebrations.  

 

We wanted to give you time to plan for all the ex-

citing events which are timetabled for the next 

couple of months rather than just reading about 

them afterwards.  

 

If you or your children want to meet the Kiwis or 

the Junior Kiwis then there will be opportunities 

for you to do so and we encourage you to enter all 

the competitions and if you can afford to, get 

along to the paid events as well.  

Please donôt be shy about 

entering the competitions 

to meet the Kiwis, they are 

keen to meet you and welcome your support.  

 

We really need you to get out to as many of the 

internationals as you can, this is going to be the 

biggest and best festival of rugby league this 

country has seen in a long time and the more  

Kiwis who get along to all the games the better.  

 

There will be visitors from all the other  

countries involved and we want to make sure that 

our league fans are there in numbers to cheer our 

boys on and to make this the biggest and best 

sporting event to be held in NZ this year.  

National Competition Finals  
page 10  

Coaching Seminars  
page 4  



άΦΦΦ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 

finale, and we have launched our new League 4 

[ƛŦŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
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Iôm going to keep it brief this month as Iôm sure you 

will be able to see what is going on at NZRL when 

you read our weekly Bulletin, visit the Facebook 

page and read this, our monthly newsletter.  

 

Things here are getting more frantic by the day as 

preparations for the Four Nations tournament ramp 

up. At the same time our National Competition 

reaches its exciting finale, and we have launched our 

new League 4 Life Foundation and received our first 

donation.  

 

We have continued to get around the country to  

present the Game Plan update and the Football  

Department even managed  to fit in one more 

coaching course in Queenstown and a Community 

Camp in Dunedin.  

 

There are so many things, big and small that go into 

the planning and organisation of events like the  

National Competition and Four Nations.  

 

Moving so many players around the country for the 

National Competition keeps our logistics people 

busy, fortunately the weather has been relatively 

kind to us and we have managed to avoid flight  

delays although as you know we were slightly  

affected by the Christchurch earthquake.  

 

We have also done a lot of work to generate interest, 

publicity and support for the Kiwis and the Four  

Nations tournament and weôd like to thank all the  

sponsors and partners who have come on board to 

help with this, running competitions and promotions 

to get people along to the games.  

 

It certainly isnôt easy in the current economic  

environment to get people to spend money, but I am 

sure you will agree that being able to buy tickets to 

top quality international league for only $35 is a great 

deal.  

 

By the time you read our next edition we will be  

celebrating all our many winners, some will be teams 

and some will be individuals who are to be acknowl-

edged in various awards ceremonies. No one plays 

our game for the individual honours but their achieve-

ments undoubtedly benefit their team mates. I would 

like to wish everyone the very best of luck and  

Go the Kiwis!  
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FOUR NATIONS COACHING  
SEMINAR SERIES  
 

AUCKLAND  
 

Presenters:   Kiwis Head Coach ï Stephen Kearney  

    Kangaroos & Wests Tigers Head coach ï Tim Sheens  

 England Head Coach -  Steve McNamara  

 Warriorôs Head Coach ï Ivan Cleary  

 

  

Date and Time:  Tuesday 2 nd  November 2010, 5.30pm  

 

 

Venue:    Simpson Grierson  

    Floor 27, Lumley House,  

    88 Shortland Street  

  

 

Cost:    $25.00  

 

ROTORUA  
 

Presenters:   Kiwis Head Coach Stephen Kearney  

 Junior Kiwis Coach David Kidwell  

 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 27 th  October 2010, 6.00pm  
 

Venue:    Rotorua International Stadium  

    Devon Street West, Westbrook  
  

Cost:    $25.00  
 

 

 

WHAT WILL THESE SEMINARS BE ABOUT?  

 

At each seminar the presenters will share their thoughts and experiences in applying as-

pects of coaching in their present, past and/or multiple (club and representative) coaching 

positions. There will be some thoughts shared on mentors, leadership, game analysis and 

game plans. The presenters will also look at the future of the game, some current issues 

and what may lie ahead personally.   

 

Anyone with an interest in coaching is welcome. Numbers are limited.  

 

To register please go to the NZRL website here http://www.nzrl.co.nz/

coaching.aspx  

 

 

http://www.nzrl.co.nz/coaching.aspx
http://www.nzrl.co.nz/coaching.aspx
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As the season draws to a close the Kiwi players in the NRL and Superleague look forward 

to a rest, some time with family, maybe some takeaways or other treats that they 

mightnôt allow themselves during the regular season and then before they know it they are 

back to their clubs to start pre -season training before Christmas.  

 

For a select few however, just as they realise that their team has or hasnôt made the play 

offs, they get the exciting news that they have made their countries óTrain-On Squadô.  

 

The Kiwis announced their Four Nations Train -On squad on September 7 and this put the 

players on notice that once their regular season was over theyôd be best not to eat too much 

junk food but instead should keep to their fitness routines and hope they are selected for the 

Four Nations Playing Squad.  

 

On October 5, following the NRL Grand Final, a squad of up to 24 players will be announced 

by the Kiwis selectors. This will be the group that gathers together in New Zealand and 

represents us in the Four Nations tournament.  

 

Some of these players are of course already based in New Zealand and the rest will come 

into Auckland on October 9.  

KIWIS SQUAD TOUCHDOWN  
October 9  

You are invited to come out to Auckland International Airport 

to greet your Kiwis squad when they touch down in  

New Zealand and start the hard work of  

preparing for their busy international season.  

 

Bring your friends, family, other league fans, banners and 

signs, dress up in your new Kiwis gear and  

bring your cameras to welcome them home.  

 

Saturday October 9 NZ102 2.45pm NZ0122 3pm  



EDEN PARK OPEN DAY  
October 10  
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The new look Eden Park will be officially 

opened on Sunday October 10, 2010 with 

a charity public open day.  

 

Eden Park Trust Chief Executive David 

Kennedy said the opening of the new 

stands will mark the culmination of one of 

New Zealand's highest profile re -

development projects.  

 

Prime Minister John Key will officially open 

the stadium, with other dignitaries ex-

pected to include the Minister for Sport 

and the Rugby World Cup Hon. Murray 

McCully and the day -old Mayor -elect of 

Auckland's Super City.  

 

Public entry to the Eden Park Open Day is 

by gold - coin donation and all proceeds will 

go to charity organisations including the 

Christchurch Earthquake fund and our own 

League 4 Life Foundation.  

A wide range of activities are planned for the 

open day, including the opportunity for the  

public to visit parts of the stadium normally  

off - limits, such as the players' changing 

rooms, coaches boxes and media room.  

Musical and cultural performances will be held 

throughout the venue and there will be oppor-

tunities to interact with sporting legends.  

Sports stars from Auckland Rugby and 

Cricket, the Kiwis, the Vodafone Warriors, and 

the Black Ferns, will also be on hand to cele-

brate, reflecting Eden Park's evolution to 

serve a broader range of sporting, cultural, 

entertainment and community needs.  

 

"We look forward to hosting thousands of visi-

tors on the day. This promises to be a fun 

family day out at one of New Zealand's most 

unique venues and we hope a lot of people 

can join us at Eden Park," Mr Kennedy said.  

JOIN THE KIWIS AT EDEN PARK FROM 10AM  

CHECK OUT THE VIEW FROM YOUR SEATS FOR THE 

FOUR NATIONS DOUBLE HEADER,  

WATCH THE BOYS HAVE  

A RUN ON THE GROUND,  

TAKE PHOTOS AND BE A PART OF HISTORY  



KIWI FERNS v ENGLAND  
October 10 & 15  
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http://www.nzrl.co.nz/nzrl-associates/nz-women's-rugby-league.aspx


New Zealand Rugby League is very pleased to announce the launch of its new League 4 Life 

Foundation. The charitable foundation will raise funds to be distributed directly to those mem-

bers of the rugby league community most in need.  

The aim is to provide assistance to rugby league players who sustain serious, permanent and/or 

life changing injuries in the sport of rugby league and to offer assistance to participants of 

Rugby League and members of their families who have fallen on hard times.  

Along with grants for rehabilitation or in home equipment, the foundation will work to provide 

for opportunities  for people involved with Rugby League that would otherwise be improbable due 

to injury and/or hardship.  

The first League 4 Life Foundation fundraising event is a lunch hosted by the Mad Butcher Sir 

Peter Leitch at which Kiwis coach Stephen Kearney will speak, the lunch will be attended by the 

Kiwis playing squad.  

LEAGUE 4 LIFE LAUNCH LUNCH  
October 12  
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ENGLAND v NZ MAORI &  
KIWIS v SAMOA  
October 16  
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I think most rugby league fans in New Zealand know that we are an excellent tournament team 

and this international double header is a great way to give our players a chance to build towards 

the Four Nations tournament.  

Equally England are really looking forward to testing their combinations in a game situation and 

will welcome the chance to get some game time after the long flight to New Zealand.  

No genuine league fan would make the mistake of thinking that either NZ Maori or Samoa 

should be taken lightly and their train -on squads have certainly reflected their intentions to go 

all out to win.  

Donôt miss out on these brilliant first up Mt Smart match ups, buy your tickets now.  

Visit Ticketek  

Four Nations 

to see more 

about all 

these offers.  

http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=KIWIHOSP10
http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=KIWISSAM10
http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=EAKL0000010KS
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NATIONAL COMPETITION FINAL  
October 17  

At the time of writing we have had five rounds of the competition and there have been some 

very exciting close games, good crowds and lots of interest from the rugby league public in 

this, the first year of the new National Competition.  

 

It has been a fantastic opportunity for young up and coming players from around the  

country to undergo some pre season preparation with the seven Zone Hearts Camps then to 

travel all over NZ competing. Things can only be bigger and better in 2011.  

 

Every Sunday evening the results are eagerly awaited and as I write this three teams are 

tied for first in the Albert Baskerville Premier competition (Wellington Orcas, Counties Manu-

kau and Auckland) and they donôt face each other again so where they finish will depend on 

their results against the other teams.  

 

Things are also close in the Mark Graham 17s competition with Counties Manukau leading 

the South Island and Auckland four points behind.  With the South to play Counties Manukau 

in Christchurch in Round 6 the gap could close once again making for a very close run to the 

finals.  

 

Finally in the Nathan Cayless 15s  Counties Manukau top the table with the South Island two 

points and Wellington four points behind. Rounds 6 and Round 7, with South Island facing 

both Counties Manukau and Wellington should clarify finishing positions on the table.  

 

Keep an eye on the NZRL website National Competition page  for all details re the finals.  

http://www.nzrl.co.nz/national-competition.aspx
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KIWIS v ENGLAND  
October 23  
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This is a special game for New Zealand Rugby League as we will be 

celebrating 100 years of Rugby League administration in New  

Zealand.  

 

The Junior Kiwis will kick off the festivities with a curtain raiser 

against the Junior Roos before the Kiwis face the English in another 

celebration, 100 years since we played them in a test in NZ.  

 

Our players will be wearing special jerseys and you can buy your own 

version too. Visit our website Fanzone / Merchandise page for details.  

 

Weôll see you at the game. 
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KIWIS v PAPUA NEW GUINEA  
October 30  
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The second Four Nations tournament test is in the beautiful lakeside tourist city of Rotorua. 

Both the Junior Kiwis and the Kiwis will be in the city for some time prior to the test and will 

be getting out and about enjoying some of the wonderful tourist activities available to all 

visitors as well as have some public events. Visit the NZRL website Fanzone / Support Your 

Team  for details closer to the time.  

 

The players will be having an open training session at Rotorua International Stadium on 

Wednesday 27 October at 10am. You are welcome to come along and watch.  

 

Please check the NZRL website closer to the time for all the details. http://www.nzrl.co.nz/

support - the - team.aspx  

FANTASTIC HOSPITALITY  

PACKAGES AVAILABLE  
 

The Panasonic Lounge at Rotorua International Stadium is located in the main stand with a 

modern interior  and fantastic views of the field.  

 

Package Inclusions:  

¶ Access to the exclusive Footy Bar;  

¶ Personal host service to greet guests upon arrival and attend to you throughout the 

event;  

¶ Substantial, quality finger food, including carvery served pre match and post match;  

¶ A selection of wine, beer and non -alcoholic beverage served throughout the hospitality 

period;  

¶ Reserved match seating in the Stadium;  

¶ Live entertainment including guest speakers;  

¶ Full hospitality provided for over three and a half hours (1 ½ hour pre match, 1 ½ hours 

during the match and ½ hours post match).  

$235 + GST per person  

http://www.nzrl.co.nz/support-the-team.aspx
http://www.nzrl.co.nz/support-the-team.aspx
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INTERNATIONAL PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR AWARDS  
November 3  

The International Player of the Year Awards are the official annual player awards for the 

Rugby League International Federation.  The awards honour the premier players in each  

position, as well as the international coach of the year, the international referee of the year, 

the international rookie of the year and the Rugby League International Federation Spirit of 

Rugby League Award.    

 

Previous winners include Benji Marshall, stand -off and Fuifui Moimoi Prop in the 2009 team 

of the year and Manu Vatuvei, winger in the 2008 team of the year. In 2006 Brian  

McClennan was named international coach of the year.  

 

This is the first time the awards have ever been hosted in New Zealand and what a great 

night this promises to be with all four Four Nations Teams in attendance and you can join 

them. Tickets on sale now at Ticketek. And if you canôt be there in person they will be 

screened on Sky TV, with Steve McIvor as MC.  

September 2010 / 16  

Wednesday  

3 November 2010 at 

Eden Park, Kingsland 

From 6:45pm.  

$1250 per table of 10. 

Tickets are available 

now from 

www.ticketek.co.nz  

http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=LEAGUEAW10
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ENGLAND v PNG  
KIWIS v AUSTRALIA  
November 6  

What more is there to say about this amazing finale to the New Zealand leg of the Four  

Nations tournament. Once these games are played we will know who is going to be in the 

final on November 13 at Suncorp Stadium. All the teams will have everything to play for.  

 

Rugby League fans are being given the chance to watch two first class international games 

at a new world class stadium for only $35 for an adult and $15 for a child.  

 

There are all sorts of special deals on offer to make the whole day more exciting, you can 

use your ticket to get to the game on selected public transport routes for free, buying tickets 

in some areas will get you wigs or signs and you can sure you will be surrounded by other 

loyal passionate fans.  

 

There are amazing hospitality options if you fancy making a real night of it. There will be top 

quality entertainment once the gates open and this will be the last league you will be able to 

see live in NZ for some months.  

 

See you out at the game!  

There are three options at Eden 

Park, please visit the Experience 

Group website  for all details.  
 

 
 

 
 

 


