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Last month we brought you §| smodtdyas gossibleso alli t il m
early so we could let you know what was going the teams needed to do Il
to be happening during the Four Nations period, was train well, eat well
after all there is nothing worse than hearing and sleep well to be ready for each match.
about something youdbéd | ove o be involved in,
after the fact. There is an extraordinary amount of planning
and preparation that goes into each and every
Each week we have worked to keep you up to game day and because we really want to include
date via our Bulletin, inviting you to all the the wider league community we also had a
exciting events that have been happening around number of public events, fan days, open training
New Zealand at this busy and exciting time for sessions and coaching seminars.
rugby league.
This month we also completed our National
Inside this month we have stories and photos of Competition, naming two Merit teams and a NZ
all the events starting with members of the Residents team. Well done to all the finalists, our
Kiwis squad landing in Auckland on October 9 winners and everyone named in these teams.
(page 5) through to the launch of the League 4
Life Foundation (page 8), Awards nights and on Congratulations to the Kiwis Ferns who continue
to the very exciting test matches. to lead the world in the women:«

Here at the NZRL we have been very busy
working to ensure that everything runs as

www.nzrl.co.nz
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congratulations to the Kiwis, winners of the 2010
Four Nations. We hope you have been able to be
a part of this celebration of rugby league.
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Well before the Kiwis gathered together in
Auckland on October 9, our staff at NZRL had
worked tirelessly to prepare for a very busy
calendar of events ahead.

Not only were there four double header test
matches to prepare for, there was also a
substantial amount of time and energy put into
organising the most professional series of events
the NZRL has ever held.

These included launching our new League 4 Life
Foundation, signing sessions, an outstanding fan
day involving over 500 children, as well as an
official parliamentary function with our Prime
Minister, weekly press conferences, and a
number of special opportunities to mix and
mingle with the team over breakfast.

We also completed our National Competition on
Sunday, October 17 with three great finals
matches enjoyed by a hardy crowd on a very
cold and wet Auckland day at Mt Smart Stadium.

To everyone who took part in both the finals day
and the National competition, from the players to
the management teams, to the volunteers, you
certainly can stand proud T the competition was
two months of some of the best local league we
have seen in this country.

Of course we must also credit our Kiwi Ferns
who, in the lead up to the start of our Four
Nations campaign, went through a test series
against the English unbeaten. On behalf of all of
the staff at NZRL, | congratulate you for your
gallant efforts and your ongoing dedication and
passion for our game.

i
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In our first ever Test against the Samoans at Mt
Smart Stadium 12,000 fans spurred the Kiwis to a
win. Against the English at Westpac Stadium in
Wellington a record breaking 22,000 watched us win
again. At International Stadium, Rotorua, in front of

a smaller but equally passionate crowd, we defeated
the Kumuls. Then, in front of 44,000 sports fans at
Eden Park, and despite the successes of the previous
weeks, we did not get the outcome we had hoped for
either on or off the field.

On the field we were simply outplayed, the Kangaroos
the stronger and more disciplined team on the night.
Off the field a minority few soured the evening for
others around them through unruly and ill disciplined
behaviour. | know that many fans were disappointed,
none more so than myself and the team here at
NZRL. Rest assured we will continue to work closely
with the stadiums to ensure practices are put in place
that ensure the safety of all sports fans.

One week on at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, who
woul débve predicted the fantastic
amazing result in the dying 90 seconds of the match?

To come away with the win was an exceptional way to
see out the Tournament and an excellent result for
rugby league in New Zealand. Whether you watched
it at the ground or on TV somewhere around the
world, | am sure you will agree that the team did New
Zealand proud.

Finally, I would like to extend my gratitude to

everyone who has supported the staff, the Kiwis and
our Four Nations campaign. Each and every one of us
has proven in one way or another that rugby league

in New Zealand is certainly more than just a game.

Jim
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FOUR NATIONS COACHING SEMINAR

As part of the Coaching and Development
programme the NZRL took advantage of the
presence of highly respected elite coaches lvan
Cleary, Steve McNamara, Tim Sheens and Stephen
Kearney to hold an open coaching seminar.

Around 100 people paid $25 to attend the event
held at a room kindly supplied by Simpson

Grierson in the city.

Ivan Cleary lead off, talking to the group about
setting values for an organisation and a team, the
importance of following this up with a long term
strategy (which for him is actually only one
season), then about how they use the bye to
review and make changes or a new plan if needed.

He talked about how the coaching team works to
build confidence of the individuals which then flows
through to the team and, when asked, about build-
ing metal toughness. Finally he discussed mentors
and their benefits, but stressed how important it is
to 6trust the voice
of questions before handing over to Steve
McNamara from England.

Steve talked at length about what it is like to bring
a young team from England to Australasia to
compete, and about the plans and preparation he
undertook. He said they are building for the future
and have tried to overturn the urban myths that

www.nzrl.co.nz
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surround such tours, everything from the
perceived advantages of
to the relative strengths of the Super League

and NRL competition. He also answered a
number of questions before handing over to

Tim Sheens of Australia.

our O6be

Tim opted to speak for a short period then
spent nearly an hour answering questions, at
length and with wide ranging and fascinating
responses. Perhaps unsurprisingly the first
guestion asked of Tim was about coaching for
and against Benji Marshall.

Lastly Stephen took the floor and also did a Q
& A session. He was asked questions about
coaching the Kiwis, his plans for Parramatta
and his involvement in rugby league develop-
ment in NZ. He said that even with his new
role he will continue to work closely with
Tony Kemp and the NZRL to monitor and
stipport crlstalent identification and mb e r
development, and he spoke positively about
the camps which were held in NZ and Austra-
lia with young elite players in 2010. The
speakers all referred to and supported
comments made by the others.

Seminars initially planned for Rotorua and
Wellington were unable to go ahead.

October 2010/ 4
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KIWIS SQUAD TOUCHDOWN
October 9

A number of members of the Kiwis squad who are currently based in Australia, returned home on
October 9 to join their team mates in camp to prepare for the Four Nations. They were greeted at
Auckland International airport by a Maori welcome and a number of fans who had waited patiently while
they cleared customs after their various flights. Having spent some time with fans signing autographs
and having photos taken, they went straight to TVNZ to honour Sir Peter Leitch who was featuring in

AiThis is your Life. o

-
October 2010/5
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EDEN PARK OPEN DAY
October 10

Thousands of Aucklanders turned out on a lovely Matulino stood for an hour having their
sunny day to take advantage of the opportunity to photos taken with dozens of fans and signing
wander all around Eden Park and out onto the hundreds of items including t -shirts and even
grass itself. the front of white shoes.
Amongst those present were hundreds of Kiwi In return fans were given information about the
league fans eager to meet some of their idols. The NZRL&ds new charitable foundat.i
Kiwis split into two groups with one group sitting by Lance, one of the trustees of the new charity
at a table and signing hundreds of posters, balls, and other NZRL staff who circulated amongst
shirts and casts for the people who waited the large crowd.
patiently in a long queue.
On field, members of the Kiwis management
Further along the concourse outside the Ticketek team took part in a touch game
outlet which was doing brisk business selling Football manager Tony Kemp showing an
tickets for the Four Nations games, three other impressive turn of speed on the wing when he
Kiwis Lance Hohaia, Shaun Kenny  -Dowall and Ben got the ball in the open.
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KIWI FERNS v

ENGLAND
October 10 & 15

A

The Kiwi Ferns saw off their English Women opponents in style winning the first test 44 0 6 in Whangarei
and the second 38 & 6 in Henderson.

In the first game Sarina Fiso, NZRLO&6s Women Pl ayer of
team mates and the score was 24 d 0 at half time. In the second half the Kiwi Ferns were out to 36 00
before they finally allowed the English to cross their line but they finished the game with two more tries and

a pretty complete performance of nine tries to one.

Ferns coach Lynley Tierney -Mani, who was appointed earlier this year, said while it was a fine performance
from her girls, there was some tidying up to do as the team continued their build -up to the next World Cup
to be played in 2012 or 2013 although the date has yet to be confirmed.

In the second test and despite the very best efforts of the English the Kiwi Ferns, who have won the World
Cup three times, were simply too good outscoring them eight tries to one.

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010/ 7
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LEAGUE 4 LIFE LAUNCH
October 12

[]

The lunch held to | aunch t h & sijhifidant &nwunhoémoney Was raised through

ble foundation was a great success. Attended by ticket sales and an auction of items kindly
members of the greater league family, a large provided by sponsors and the NZRL also
number of supporters, the Kiwis Four Nations generated extra income with a trip for two to
squad and representatives of both the NZ Maori Kuala Lumpur from Malaysia Airlines proving a
and the victorious Junior Warriors team it was hotly contested item.

something of a star studded event.
For those who couldnét attend

It was announced that Flight Centre had agreed to the lunch available from NZRL for $20.

become a principal supporter of the Foundation

and has made a significant financial contribution All funds raised will be distributed directly to those
for the next three years, along with their in need and this process is expected to start early
Managing Director Rick Hamilton agreeing to be a in 2011.

Trustee.

The team, below, are wearing suits by
Wayward Heir, from New Zealand suiting
company Rembrandt.

"Wayward Heir is excited to be dressing the
guys, through one of our Auckland stock-
ists, Menon," says designer Jaime Winks.
"Our entire staff are avid supporters of the
team, and wanted them to feel as confident
and comfortable in a designer suit as they
do in their league gear."

Our thanks to Praveen and Menon and
Rembrandt for their support of the Kiwis.

COMMUNI l('-_"‘

TrRUS I'—/

Our thanks
to our sponsors

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010/ 8
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ENGLAND v NZ MAORI

October 16

It was a warm spring afternoon in Auckland when
the NZ Maori and England made their way out
onto Mt Smart in front of a rapidly filling stadium.
After a rousing version of God Save the Queen,
followed by the National Anthem and a patriotic
haka the game was underway.

The first half was all England who jumped out to

turned and while the English battled to hold the
lead, the Maori fought equally hard to score.

The crowd was on its feet as the Maori scored in
the 53rd minute, then 10 minutes later when

they scored again and for the final try.

It was a stunning comeback which with the help

an 18 & nil lead but after the break the game of a penalty kick saw the final score 18 i18.

c AT

;’.‘d‘!‘!. A Gusme 3
' . -

KIWIS v SAMOA

By the time this second game kicked off the South Stand was
rocking as the Toa Samoa crowd chanted and stamped their
feet and let everyone know they were there to support their
team.

Kiwis fans, buoyed by the weather and the great comeback

from NZ Maori in the first game, had high expectations and the

stage was set for a great test. Once again the two haka added

to the game day experience and the Kiwis started the Four

Nations campaign in style with a ten try haul and won 50 - 6.

The Toa Samoa supporters were given something to cheer
about when their halfback Pita Godinet scored near the end of

the game.

i

October 2010/9
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NATIONAL COMPETITION FINALS
October 17

After the beautiful weather on Saturday, Sunday dawned co
erous group of supporters turning out to cheer on Counties -Manukau, Auckland and Wellington in the

three finals. A six page National Competition magazine which wraps up the tournament and

features the names of the two merit teams and the NZ Residents can be found on our website News

page here.

CONGRATULATIONS TO COUNTIES MANUKAU
Inaugural holders of the Nathan Cayless Cup
Final Result: Counties Manukau 30 0 Wellington Orcas 16

CONGRATULATIONS TO COUNTIES MANUKAU
Inaugural holders of the Mark Graham Cup
Final Result: Counties Manukau 22 - Auckland 12

CONGRATULATIONS TO AUCKLAND
Inaugural holders of the Albert Baskerville Trophy
Final Result: Auckland 14 - Counties Manukau 6

NZ Residents Team

Named from the National
Competition Premiers teams
and training with the Kiwis
in Rotorua Oct 27.

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010/ 10
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NZRL AWARDS
October 21

This year the NZRL Awards were held at Massey Domestic, Womendos, Kiwi Rookie
Universityds Ol d Museum Bui |l diditfe Yed end¥fed dil hrda8 df B rughydeddlid N 9
into the Westpac test match, allowing both the Kiwis community were represented and acknowledged.

and Junior Kiwis squads to attend.

Other presentations included one acknowledging

The beautiful building and full Maori welcome added the contribution of World Cup winning captain
atmosphere and interest to the event, with very and retiring player Nathan Cayless to New
favourable comments received from many of the Zealand rugby league and the start of a new
attendees. tradition, the awarding of dog tags to all Kiwis

past and present. 30 were presented on the
The wide range of awards covering Grassroots Club of night and the rest will be presented during
the Year, two Volunteer Recognition awards, events around the country in 2011.

Clockwise: Jenny Nahu, Saulala Houma, Frank Gibson, Lewis Brown, Shaun Kenny -
Dowall, Stephen Kearney

Grassroots Club of the Year: Halswell (Christchurch)

Volunteer Recognition Award (Female): Jenny Nahu (Rotorua)
Volunteer Recognition Award (Male): Frank Gibson (West Coast)
Referee of the Year: Shane Rehm

Women's Player of the Year: Sarina Fiso (Auckland)

Domestic Player of the Year: Saulala Houma (Auckland)
Centenary Committee Award: Duncan McLean recognition

Junior Player of the Year: Matt Duffie (Melbourne)

International Rookie of the Year: Lewis Brown (Vodafone Warriors)

International Player of the Year: Shaun Kenny -Dowall (Sydney
Roosters) 1 See the awards on
video here .

Special Recognition Award: Nathan Cayless (Parramatta)

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010/ 11
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INTERNATIONAL

JUNIOR KIWIS

v JUNIOR KANGAROOS
October 23 & October 30

A

The Junior Kiwis completed their two test series with an outstanding win in Rotorua. The first match played

in Wellington was the curtain raiser to the Kiwis v England Four Nations kick off. It promised much as many

of the Junior Kiwis were members of the two NYC Grand Final teams. The haka was completed with plenty of
passion and as the stadium filled for the main game they scored first. Unfortunately they let the Junior
Kangaroos back into the game and were eventually defeated 24 o 16.

In the return match, played before the Kiwis v Papua New Guinea game in Rotorua, the Junior Kangaroos
again started the better and were 20 o nil up at half time, but following the break and with the wind at their
backs the Junior Kiwis defended stoutly.

With only a quarter of the game left and inspired by the extraor-
dinary turn and chase by their captain, who stopped an almost
certain Junior Kangaroos try, they scored once and then again.

Within minutes they had drawn level and then cheered on by a
roaring crowd they finished 36 - 20 victors holding the Australians
to nil in the second half. An excellent turn around and a win

which will long be remembered by all who saw it.

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010/ 12
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KIWIS v ENGLAND
October 23

The Four Nations opener also served as an
opportunity to celebrate history, the first test

played on NZ soil took place in 1910 and the NZRL
wanted to acknowledge these pioneers in this game
against the English, the first having been played
against Great Britain.

Both teams took the field in replica strips, the Kiwis
one most notable for the absence at that time of
both the Kiwi and the V, the English in hoops rather
than a V.

Game day dawned grey but clear and a large crowd

Kiwis 24  (Junior Sa'u, Lance Hohaia, Shaun
Kenny -Dowall, Benji Marshall tries; Beniji
Marshall 3 conversions, penalty)

England 10 (James Roby, Gareth Widdop
tries; Gareth Widdop conversion)
Halftime: 12 -0 Kiwis.

Referee: Tony Archer (Australia)

Crowd: 20,681
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www.nzrl.co.nz

turned out to show their support for rugby league
in the Nations capital. Over 20,000 fans were
treated to a great game, with the Kiwis scoring
quickly and leading 12 -0 at half time.

In the second half the English fought back, but the
Kiwis kept the game out of range winning 24 o 10.

The loss of Manu Vatuvei, a popular player with his
team mates and fans alike was significant, thank-
fully Grand Final winger Sam Perrett was already
in the squad and available to fill the gap.

October 2010/ 13
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KIWIS v PAPUA NEW GUINEA
October 30

With a very quick turn around between the curtain
raiser and the main game, the Junior Kiwis were
still completing their lap of honour as the Papua
New Guinea and Kiwi teams prepared to come
onto the ground and they quickly formed a guard
of honour for the senior team.

Papua New Guinea had put in a tough perform-
ance against Australia the previous weekend and
were expected to offer more of the same against
the Kiwis, but when the Kiwis scored early and ran
outtoa46 - 0Olead at half time the game was
over and they had only pride to play for.

To their credit they came out and gave it their best
shot in the second half, and thanks in part to some

changes made by the Kiwis, and some individual
brilliance by a couple of PNG players they scored two
tries before the Kiwis regrouped and scored three
more tries and the win.

The crowd which included Junior Kangaroo and Papua
New Guinea supporters as well as vocal Kiwis
supporters had enjoyed a fantastic evenings
entertainment and seen some wonderful tries scored
and were cheerful as they headed for the gates.

Kiwis 76  (Sam Perrett 3, Junior Sa'u 3, Jeremy Smith
2, Simon Mannering, Lance Hohaia, Greg Eastwood,
Issac Luke, Jason Nightingale, Sika Manu tries; Benji
Marshall 8 conversions; Issac Luke 2 conversions).

Papua New Guinea 12 (Emmanuel Yere, Glen Nami

tries; Ryan Tongia 2 conversions).

Halftime: 46 -0 Kiwis.

Referee: Ben Cummins (Australia).

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010/ 14
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Increased
Participation

SCHOOLS FAN DAY
November 2

Sixteen schools brought more than 500 students, plus
teachers, parent helpers and a number of league fans to
Eden Park to meet the four squads.

The children were given Four Nations hats, Kiwis drink
bottles, and autograph books ready to be filled with
signatures.

The teams came out onto the field to rousing cheers, then
lined up with the children for a huge group photo.

From there everyone split up and while some players and
children played a number of games on the field, others
moved around eight signing stations getting their books,
caps and shirts signed.

The children really enjoyed the opportunity to get up close to
their favourite players and to take part in some fun skills and
drills with their heroes.

Judging by the laughter and smiles coming from the players
from all the nations, they also enjoyed the experience.

The students finished with lunch and each school put on a
haka performance. It was an excellent day and everyone
really appreciated the players taking part.

See hundreds of
photos and video of
the event on our
Facebook page here

www.nzrl.co.nz
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INTERNATIONAL )
PLAYER OF THE YEAR "
AWARDS

The whodés who of International Rug en
at Eden Park to acknowledge the winners of these prestigious
awards. Kiwi Centre Shaun Kenny -Dowall was crowned the world's

best centre just two weeks after being named New Zealand Rugby League's Player of the Year. His
Roosters team mate Todd Carney also capped off a stellar year in which he received the NRL Dally M
award, being named both Five -eighth and International Player of the Year.

Other Kiwis in consideration for Awards were International Rookie of the Year nominees Kieran Foran,

Ben Matulino and Jared Waerea  -Hargreaves while Manu Vatuvei, Benji Marshall, Thomas Leuluai, Frank -
Paul Nuuausala, Issac Luke and Bronson Harrison featured as finalists in their respective positional

categories .

Ron McGregor OBE, a New Zealand international who as an
administrator became a pioneer for the professional game, was
post - humously honoured for his lifetime of service to Rugby
League with the Spirit of Rugby League Award. Ron, Kiwi No.
298, toured with the 1947 08 1948 Kiwis and when his playing
career was cut short by injury he became Auckland Rugby League
secretary. In 1970 he began a seventeen year term as NZRL
President/Chairman. He received an OBE in 1983 and retired
from rugby league in 1986, but returned as President from 2005
until his passing in 2007.

The RLIF Awards were constituted in 2008 as part of the Rugby
League World Cup celebrations and are
International Rugby League's official
awards .

Player of the Year: Todd Carney (Sydney Roosters)

Coach of the Year: Wayne Bennett (St George lllawarra Dragons)
Rookie of the Year: Sam Tomkins (Wigan Warriors)

Fullback of the Year: Darius Boyd (St George lllawarra Dragons)
Winger of the Year: Pat Richards (Wigan Warriors)

Centre of the Year: Shaun Kenny -Dowall (Sydney Roosters)
Five -eighth of the Year: Todd Carney (Sydney Roosters)
Halfback of the Year: Scott Prince (Gold Coast Titans)

Prop of the Year: Adrian Morley (Warrington Wolves)

Hooker of the Year: Robbie Farah (Wests Tigers)

Second -rower of the Year: Gareth Ellis (Wests Tigers)

Lock of the Year: Luke Lewis (Penrith Panthers)

Referee of the Year: Joint award - Tony Archer (Australia) and
Richard Silverwood (England)

Spirit of Rugby League Award: Ron McGregor

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010 /16
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ENGLAND v PNG

KIWIS v AUSTRALIA
November 6

The night started with the England -Papua New Guinea curtain  -raiser,
where debutant centre Tony Clubb scored four tries in England's 36 -10
win.

The atmosphere intensified with the national anthems ahead of the Kiwis
unveiling a new haka, which sent the crowd into a frenzy. Unfortunately
for the Kiwis, they were unable to execute the game plan prescribed for
the match and found themselves in a position where they were forced into catch -up mode.

While the Kangaroos controlled the scoreboard for significant stretches of the game, the statistics didn't all

reflect their dominance. For instance, the Kiwis made more metres (1296 -1176), more line breaks (7 -6),
more tackle breaks (44  -32) and missed fewer tackles (32 -44) than the Australians. The Kangaroos had only
three players who carried the ball 100 metres or more while the Kiwis had seven. The error count was

identical at 10 -10 but it was the nature of the Kiwis' errors and where they happened on the field which

proved to have a telling bearing on the shape of the game.

Kiwis 20  (Frank Pritchard, Jason Nightingale, Shaun Kenny
Dowall tries; Benji Marshall 2 conversions,
2 penalties).

Kangaroos 34 (Brett Morris 2, Cooper Cronk, Brent Tate,
Darius Boyd Chris Lawrence tries; Cameron Smith
3 conversions; Todd Carney 2 conversions).

Halftime: 18 -10 Kangaroos.

Referee: Richard Silverwood (England).

e _—
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KIWIS v AUSTRALIA
November 13

A breathtaking 79  "-minute try netted the Kiwis their third major title in five
years when they beat the Kangaroos 16 -12 in the Four Nations final at
Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane.

It was in Brisbane that the Kiwis beat the Australians 34 - 20 to win the World
Cup for the first time in history in 2008 and marked the country's third

triumph against the Kangaroos in a major final in five years following the

24 -0 whitewash in the Tri Nations decider in Leeds in 2005. The two

countries also met in the 2006 Tri Nations showdown in Sydney when the
Kangaroos prevailed in golden point extra time, winning 16 -12.

The New Zealanders had any number of heroes with loose forward
Jeremy Smith one of standouts. A tight calf muscle had prevented him
training since the previous Saturday's Eden Park encounter but he was
utterly inspirational in all he did, making 33 tackles without a missed tackle
or an ineffective tackle.

Kiwis 16  (Shaun Kenny -Dowall, Jason Nightingale, Nathan Fien
tries; Benji Marshall 2 conversions).

Kangaroos 12
2 conversions).

(Brent Tate, Billy Slater tries; Cameron Smith

Halftime: 6 -6.

Referee: Tony Archer (Australia).

Crowd: 36,299.

www.nzrl.co.nz October 2010/ 18
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RUGBY LEAGUE Communications

MORE COMPETITION WINNERS

Lan | justthank  NZRL for such a wonderful opportunity  to get up close and personal with some of the
Kiwi Rugby League team. We had the pleasure of sitting at the same table as Manu Vatuvei, Simon

Mannering & Ruben Wiki. What awesome guys they are. They were very polite, very open and made
us feel very at ease. Tony Kemp came and started talking with us too. Please let them know that the
whole experience was just awesome. Thank you NZRL and thank you to all the Kiwi players, manage-
ment and everyone else involved, | had a wonderful time. A special mention needs to go to Jared

Waerea - Hargraves whose signature for my daughter will also be cherished forever. Thank you so
much. "Go the Kiwis."  Wellington winner

SThank you so much for the opportunity to have breakfast with the Kiwis, it was an awesome
experience and the coaching, management, and team members were so friendly and polite. | wish the

boys, management and coaching staff the best on their Four
Rotorua winner

L
™ e —
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