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What a busy year weôve had and between the weekly 
Bulletin and monthly In Touch newsletter weôve been 
able to share all kinds of wonderful stories about rugby 
league across the length and breadth of the country.  

 
In March it was Community camps, which eventually 

saw over 2,000 children and nearly 400 coaches,  
trainers and referees attend a camp somewhere around 
the country.   
 
In April we covered the signing of new sponsors and 

called for new recruits to our match officials ranks. 
There were also some lovely stories and photos  
covering our youngest participants, with a number of 
clubs holding family days and tournaments.  
 
In May selected match officials made a trip to  

Australia to undertake coaching and development work 
with the NSWRLA. Both NZ Maori and the Kiwi Ferns 

held successful tournaments and with our new website 
launching we also added a Tips for Using the Website 
page to the newsletter.  
 
The new look In Touch launched in June, and is now so 

packed with photos and stories that it is loaded to our 
website News page for you to access and read.  
Coaching accreditation continued and the first of seven 
Hearts camps was held. These brought the Zones  
National Competition players, coaches, managers, 
trainers and referees together for workshops, and 
weather permitting, selection trials.  

 

July the Four Nations launched at 
Eden Park, and we promoted more  
competitions to enable people to win 
everything from signed jerseys to 

game tickets to a car. The great new addition to the  
website was the interactive coaching tool ñTaking off into 

Coachingò under Game Development. 
 
August featured the launch of the National Competition, a 
report on the Secondary Schools competition and news of 
NZ women being recognised in the NRLôs One Community 

awards.  
 
September was the first of three óIn Touchô special editions 
with coverage of the upcoming Four Nations.  
 
In our second special edition in October we wrapped the 

National Competition and named the two Merit teams and 
the NZ Residents team.  

 
At the end of October our third special edition summarised 
the Four Nations, featuring photos and stories about the 
vast number of events including winning performances 
from the Kiwi Ferns, the Junior Kiwis culminating in a  

fantastic finale, the Kiwis winning the Four Nations.  
 
I hope you have enjoyed the stories and photos as much 
as I have. We have some truly amazing people involved in 
our great game and it has been a pleasure to offer people 
a snapshot of what you all contribute. Have a safe and 
happy holiday and weôll see you back here in 2011. 
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What a year its been. Looking back and comparing 

where we were a year ago to where we are now its 

great to see the progress weôve made as an  

organisation.  

 

We started with a óGame Planô, identifying what 

needed doing and how we were going to make it  

happen. In a year a lot has been achieved and as I 

write, everyone here is working hard to make sure 

that weôre equally productive in 2011. 

 

During the year we started our new National  

Competition, which we see as the stepping stone from 

grassroots to international football. We held  

Community, Roots and Hearts camps so that every-

one from our littlest players to those on the cusp of  

international competition had the chance to learn 

from the best and wherever possible meet their idols 

and the visiting World Cup.  

  

Weôve been working with the RLIF to establish  

effective regional bodies to ensure future develop-

ment of the International game and that process  

continues.  

 

Itôs crucial to our success and the growth of our game 

that we secure sponsors and partners. Weôd really 

appreciate it if you could show your support for all of 

our partners, see page 21 of this magazine, and our 

website for a complete list. Without their assistance 

so much of what weôve achieved wouldnôt be possible. 

 

With Leaguenet weôre gathering up to date  

participant numbers, and work is well underway to 

retain and increase participation.  

The Football Department has been concentrating on 

designing development pathways for players, 

coaches, trainers, managers and match officials which 

will provide them with relevant education and  

improve their capabilities.  

 

The launch of our League 4 Life Foundation generated 

significant funds for distribution in the new year and 

we will continue to build on this in 2011.  

 

One of our aims is to be World Leaders on and off the 

field, and thanks to the planning and hard work of 

everyone at the NZRL and in the Kiwis camp we are 

able to put a nice big tick in this box, winning the 

Four Nations tournament. A fantastic comeback by 

the Junior Kiwis in Rotorua showed our potential at all 

levels and weôll continue to seek meaningful  

competition for them also.  

 

We have significantly expanded our communications 

via our website, newsletter and Bulletin and have  

upgraded our Facebook presence as we want to reach 

people wherever they are.  

 

For me one of the most satisfying achievements is 

that thanks to the efforts of the team on and off the 

field, New Zealand Rugby League once again has 

credibility. We have earnt back the respect of the 

rugby league community and shown by our actions 

that words like integrity, respect and leadership are 

meaningful and valued.  

 

Weôll continue to measure ourselves against the best 

and deliver on our promises and I really look forward 

to seeing where we are this time in 2011.  
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A talented rugby league player, Blair David Sims, 28, (Right: with 

the  trophy) was the West Coast player of the year for the past two  

seasons. He was married and had two young children.  

 

West Coast Rugby League chairman Peter Kerridge described him as 

an "absolute try -scoring machine. He's a good bloke. You have to get 

past me to get the player of the year. The player of the year has to be 

a good all - rounder -  on and off the field."  

 

Suburbs and West Coast coach Phil Campbell said Blair could have  

possibly played at a higher level if the opportunity had come earlier in 

his career, but he chose to stay on the West Coast and build a family 

and a career in mining. "He was always happy. He's a pleasure to have round. Blair always put in his share 

and contributed," Mr Campbell said.  

IN MEMORIAM 

The West Coast has always been a stronghold for rugby league and a breeding ground for successful rugby 

league players. Along with Blair others with a strong League connection in the mine include:  

  

Daniel Herk (36) who played for Runanga for the past 5/6 years and this year played a game for Brunner 

against Runanga when Brunner was short.  

 

Allan Dixon (59) who played for Runanga through the ranks to senior B level, his son Kurt is a premier 

grade player with the Suburbs club.  

 

Chris Duggan (31) played for Runanga through to 18s.  

 

Peter O`Neill (55)  was a u17 Kiwi from the Runanga club, he represented West Coast as a centre/wing 

and was a champion goal kicker. He  transferred to Westport in the early 1990s and got the Westport Stags 

RL team going ï two years in senior B and then three years in the Premiers in the West Coast competition.  

 

Kane Nieper (33) a rugby union player and is the son - in law of 1982 Kiwi No. 569 John Griffin.  

 

New Zealand Rugby League wishes everyone affected by the Pike River Mine disaster their sincere  

condolences.  

Life Member Remembered 
 

Noel Lester Isle, a Life Member of New Zealand Rugby League, sadly passed away  

December 4, 2010.  Noel was Secretary of the NZ Schoolboy Rugby League Council in 

1968, and Secretary / Treasurer then Treasurer from 1985 until the Council was wound up 

in 1991. He was also a Life Member of the Canterbury Schoolboys (now Juniors) RL.  

In his role he was involved with organising the annual National Tournament, the North v South schoolboy 

games and the selection of a Kiwis schoolboy team (a Merit team which when funds allowed, also toured.)  

New Zealand Rugby League wishes to extend their condolences to his family at this sad time.  
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ELECTIONS  

Auckland and Counties Manukau 

Auckland and Counties Manukau, now fully incorpo-

rated entities, are  calling for nominations 

for  Elected Directors for their respective  Boards.  

These elected directors will join appointed directors 

to make up the Zone Board.  

 

The three appointed directors on the Counties  

Manukau Board are Ken Lotu - Iiga, Trevor Gill and 

Emile Vaôafusuaga. 

 

The three appointed directors on the Auckland 

Board are Samuelu Sefuiva, Luke Gagamoe and 

Brian Lythe.  

 

Nominations must be sent to NZRL no later than 

5pm on Monday December 20.  

 

If more than four nominations are received for the 

positions, then a list of nominees will be  

circulated before years end  and an election will 

then be held.  

 

If four or fewer nominations are received then the 

nominees will be deemed to have been elected.  

 

Who Can/Cannot be a Director? Any person who 

is 18 years or older may be a Director. They do 

not have to be a registered member of a club. 

They cannot be a current employee of a Zone, 

District League, a club or any other member of 

the NZRL.  

 

For all other information including election notices 

and Director nomination forms please visit our 

website here http://www.nzrl.co.nz/news -

archive/auckland -- counties -manukau -

elections.aspx.  

NOTICES 

Tasman Rugby League is  

introducing their inaugural 

Nelson Nines tournament 

in  2011 and is inviting your 

team to register now.  

 

WHEN:     April 2nd 2011  

WHERE:    Trafalgar Park, Nelson  

WHO:       Senior Teams: Clubs/Reps, 18+  

COST:      $500 entry fee  

PRIZE:     $1000  1st prize  

For more information or a registration form 

please  contact: trlsecretary@xtra.co.nz  

GLENFIELD RUGBY LEAGUE 

SENIOR COACH 

WANTED FOR 2011 SEASON 

 

ALL ENQUIRIES ph: 027 426 0984  

EMAIL:  glenfield.league@xtra.co.nz  

CLOSES:  December 20, 2010  

mailto:trlsecretary@xtra.co.nz
mailto:glenfield.league@xtra.co.nz
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NATIONAL COMPETITION 2011 

Following the success of the National Competition in 2010, we are pleased to advise that 

applications for the Coaching and Management positions for the 2011 competition will open 

from January 10, 2011.  

 

Running from August until mid October 2011 this competition offers players at 15s, 17s 

and Premiers the opportunity to compete at the highest level. We are looking for the best 

of the best to take this opportunity to showcase their abilities and work with the best of 

New Zealandôs up and coming league talent. 

 

Tony Kemp, NZRL Football Manager says ñThese positions are a great opportunity for anyone with passion,  

talent and the required skills and qualifications to become more involved in rugby league development.ò 

 

ñWe were very pleased with the calibre of applicants in 2010 and with a number of people having completed  

the courses offered around the country this year Iôm sure we will have an equally high standard in 2011.ò  

 

Applications should be sent directly to the relevant Zone Managers and must clearly state  

a.  The position you are applying for i.e. Coach, Manager, Trainer or Selector  

b.  The team or teams you wish to be considered for i.e. 15s, 17s or Premiers  

c.  The Zone or Zones you wish to be considered for i.e. Northland, Auckland, Counties Manukau,  

Upper Central, Mid Central, Wellington and/or South Island.  

 

A full rugby league CV should be submitted, and needs to include all your relevant training and qualifications.  

Applications will close on February 10, 2011 when the Zones will create a shortlist, accreditation levels will be 

checked and interviews will be scheduled with all shortlisted candidates.  

 

It is intended that appointments to all the positions will be made before February 28, 2011.  

 

Send your applications after January 10 to:  

 

Northern       Rob Wakelin        rob@nzrl.co.nz  

Auckland       Pat Carthy        pat@aucklandleague.co.nz  

Counties Manukau   C/ -  Dan Floyd        dan@nzrl.co.nz  

Upper Central      Marcus Reynolds   marcus@nzrl.co.nz  

Mid Central       Keri Gardiner        keri@nzrl.co.nz  

Wellington       Jason Hemson        jason@wrl.co.nz  

South Island      Steve Martin        steve@nzrl.co.nz  
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UPSKILLING OUR SENIOR COACHES 

In mid November 15 coaches gathered in Waikato to 

complete an intensive three day óSenior Club Coachesô 

training programme.   

 

Coming from as far afield as Tauranga, Dunedin, 

Auckland and Wellington as well as Rotorua, Taupo, 

Paeroa and Hamilton, they participated in workshops 

and presentations covering all aspects of coaching.  

 

There were game related sessions including; Kicking, 

Attacking, Defence and Scrums and sessions focusing 

on coaching skills including; Coach as Manager, 

Coaching Methods, Communications, Analysis of  

Performance, Psychology, Programme Planning, Food 

& Nutrition, Safety and the Laws of the Game.  

 

Presenters included Dan Floyd and Dain Guttenbeil 

from NZRL, Len Reid from Bay of Plenty, John  

Devonshire from Waikato, Tony Tajpold, Coastline 

chairman and John Gillett, the Upper Central 17s 

trainer.  

 

Following completion of this programme the coaches 

are appointed a mentor / assessor who will guide 

them through the post course work which they have 

up to 12 months to complete. Once they have  

successfully met all the criteria they will receive the  

Senior Club Coach Accreditation and can apply for  

positions up to and including the level of Coach for a 

Zone National Competition team.  

 

The same programme, attended by 20 coaches, was  

also held in Auckland in November, only over three 

Sundays rather than three consecutive days.  

 

Dan Floyd, NZRL Coaching & Development Manager 

said ñWe really appreciate the time these guys have 

committed to the programme. It is really important 

for the development of rugby league in NZ that we 

continue to build the skill base of our coaches and 

keep them up to date with best practice training and 

coaching methods.ò  

 

ñGone are the days of just running players around a 

ground for a couple of hours a week and hoping they 

gel and play well.ò 

 

ñTodayôs successful coaches have a lot more  

knowledge about the health and well being of their 

players, and a whole toolbox of skills to apply to their 

role. An important part of this programme is the  

follow up assessment process, so we can ensure that 

the theory is correctly applied in practice, and our  

mentors will work with the coaches to assist them 

with this.ò 
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BUSY TIME FOR TARANAKI RL  
REFEREES ASSOCIATION  

extend his thanks to Howie Tamati for arranging for 

the use of Sport Taranaki, an excellent facility.  

 

The AGM saw the resignation of two very  

experienced referees Marty Halls & Llewellyn Kahui 

who are going on to coach the premier teams at 

Westerns Suburbs and Hawera respectively. Ian 

commented that it will be very interesting to see 

how these teams progress next year with ñreferees 

in chargeò. 

 

At the AGM Dave Verney was elected as Chairman 

and Senior Delegate to the TRL Board, Eric  

Kneepkens as Vice Chairman, Josh Cleaver was 

elected as Secretary/Treasurer and John Gardiner 

was re -elected as Referees Coordinator (Taranaki).  

 

It was agreed that the Taranaki Referees will meet 

regularly in 2011 and appointments will be made 

three  weeks in advance by the Coordinator, for  

approval at these meetings.  

 

Ian extended his thanks to everyone at TRL for their 

support and for finding the time to make this day 

such a success.   

In conjunction with the Taranaki Referees  

Association AGM two refereeôs courses were held in 

Taranaki early in December. The first, an  

Introductory Course was lead by local John Gardner 

and the second a Level 2 course was run by Ian 

Mackintosh, NZRL Referees Coordinator visiting from 

Auckland.  

 

John, the Taranaki Referees Coordinator put three 

new referees successfully through the Introductory 

Level course and exam  and this provides TRL  

Referees with additional personnel to cover youth 

games next year and beyond.  

 

Ian put six senior Taranaki Referees through the 

NZRL Level 2 course and examination. Four passed 

and two will re sit the examination on - line shortly. 

This was a very pleasing effort as the course /

examination is quite demanding. Having this number 

pass has significantly raised the capability of 

Taranaki Referees for 2011.  

 

Ian reported that it was great to see the enthusiasm 

from all the Taranaki Referees and he wanted to  
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ITôS A THREEPEAT!!  
By Alex Smits, Wellington Rugby League  

Rungihunga had a massive day with the boot  

kicking five from five.  

 

Taita College Snatch 3rd Placeé 

Taita College decimated by injuries could have 

been excused for lying down and surrendering.  

They were without Penrith Panthers bound Fred 

Pule and Axton Daniels who both received season 

ending injuries in their semi final loss to Rongotai.  

 

Mana was in devastating form and scored twice in 

the opening 15 minutes to take a 10 ï 0 lead.   

 

The second half was a see -sawing affair.  Mana 

scored almost immediately after the break, then a 

dropped ball allowed Taita an opportunity to score 

a converted try to bring the scores level at 14 all.  

 

Mana took the lead but again dropped the ball and-

Man of the match Liam Gideon took advantage and 

control of the game scoring two tries to take a 30 ï 

20 lead.  

 

Mana scored a late try but Taita had stolen the  

victory.  

After an intense six weeks of competition Upper Hutt 

College fended off some stiff competition to retain 

the Stephen Kearney Cup.   Upper Hutt College  

remain unbeaten in Wellington Secondary Schools 

Rugby League since 2007 and have won the title for 

three years in a row.   As well as wining the Stephen 

Kearney Cup they retain the Ross Whaanga Kumete.  

 

Upper Hutt 30 ï Rongotai College 16 

The two form teams met in the finals; Rongotai a big 

physical team with pace out wide, and Upper Hutt a 

smaller quicker team that works well as unit and is 

quick around the ruck.  

 

Peter Rikiriki, Upper Hutt coach said, ñGoing in to 

half time we were confident that if we stuck to the 

game plan we would have the game in hand.ò    

 

Upper Hutt must have taken Rikirikiôs words to heart 

as they scored two quick tries to take a 24 ï 4 lead.  

 

ñRongotai gave us a bit of a scare half way through 

the second half scoring two quick tries, but the boys 

dug deep.  They were really up for this game and 

worked impressively as team unit,ò said Rikiriki. 

 

Rongotai had fought their way back into the game 

24 ï 16 but Upper Hutt had the final say.  Sheridan 

STEPHEN KEARNEY CUP 

Finals Day  Oct 30 ï Porirua Trust Park  
 

UPPER HUTT: 30 Try Scorers: Sheridan Rangihuna, 
Anton Matenga -Unahi, Jordan Pereira 2, Gavin Roil  
ï Goals: Sheridan Rangihuna 5  
RONGOTAI: 16 Try Scorers: Luca Ironside, Siaosi  
Pouvalu, Carlos Biddle ï Goals: Jayson Aquila 2  
HT ï UH 12 ï 4  
Man of the Match: Murphy Taramai  

STEPHEN KEARNEY CUP 

Finals Day  Oct 30 ï Porirua Trust Park  
 

3 rd  and 4 th  Playoff:  
TAITA: 30 Try Scorers: Enos Palemene, Darren 
Peritiaki 2, Liam Gideon 2, Adam Martin 1  
ï Goals: Rubin MacCormick 3  
MANA: 24 Try Scorers: Terence Hepetema, Tyson 
Tamakaha 2, Cassius Sio, Iosia Soliola  
ï Goals: Tyson Tamakaha 1  

HT ï 8 ï 10 to Mana:  
Man of the match: Liam Gideon  
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INAUGURAL COLLEGE SPORT RL CUP  
By Alex Smits, Wellington Rugby League  

HIBS were shell shocked but not out with Jackson 

Smith re gathering his own chip kick, running 60 

metres and scoring under the posts to bring the 

scores level 22 -all at half time.  

 

The second half was a try fest and with 10 minutes 

to go Wainui held a slender 34 ï 32 lead.  Two NRL 

bound players in Morunga (Manly) and Evander 

Waitoa (West Tigers) then scored to make it 46 ï 

32.  HISB scored a late try and the final score was 

46 ï 38.  

 

In their first year of Rugby League HIBS did  

extremely well to make the final. They look to be 

well coached by former Kiwi Mike Kuiti and Brad 

Kuiti was impressive at stand off, Jordie Maxey and 

James OôReilly play no nonsense tough football in 

the pack and Jackson Smith has speed to burn.  

The College Sport Rugby League Cup was  

introduced to give schools who didnôt qualify for the 

quarter finals of the Stephen Kearney Cup some-

thing to play for. Wainuiomata High School (Wainui) 

who finished second in this years Secondary School 

Nationals were surprisingly beaten in pool play by 

both St Bernards and Taita and were therefore  

favourites to win this College Sport cup.  

 

Hutt International Boys school (HIBS) had other 

ideas and took a 16 -  0 lead after only 15 minutes. 

But rugby league is a game of momentum and when  

Wainuiôs Hokianga Morunga, showing why he has 

been signed by the Manly Sea Eagles, went 60  

metres from dummy half to score their first try, the 

momentum had shifted. They went on to score three 

further quick tries and in the space of eight minutes  

Wainui had a 22 ï 16 lead.  What a turn around!!  

COLLEGE SPORT RUGBY LEAGUE CUP 
WAINUI: 46 Try Scorers: Walter Taingahue,  
Hokianga Morunga 2, Alesana Mene, Waiariki Koia, Kauri Puketapu, Evander Waitoa 2  
ï Goals: Waiariki Koia 6, Evander Waitoa 1  

HIBS: 38 Try Scorers: Louis Mitchell, Owen Karati, Jackson Smith, Taylor Henry, 

Jordie Maxey, Will Hullena, Matt Ihaka ï Goals: Brad Kuiti 5  
HT 22 ï 22,   
Man of the Match: Evander Waitoa (below)  

Overall Rankings: 

1.  Upper Hutt College  

2.  Rongotai College  

3.  Taita College  

4.  Mana College  

5.  St Bernards College  

6.  St Pats Silverstream  

7.  St Pats Town  

8.  Bishop Viard  

9.  Wainui High School  

10.  Hutt International Boys  

11.  Aotea College  

12.  Wellington College  

13.  Porirua College  

14.  Tawa College  

15 th  Equal:   Hutt Valley High School  

  Heretaunga College, Naenae College  



teams in a Year 7/8 grade 

playing the 'modified  

version' [with tackling  

below the waist] and 80 to 85 per cent of them 

started in basic Kiwi Tag."  

 

With 12 players per team -  eight on the field at any 

one time -  and a further 34 teams in the Welcome 

Bay module plus 30 or so in a third module at 

Omokoroa, the term four competitions have given 

upwards of 1000 primary schoolers a taste of the 

league code.  

 

The Matua Panthers took out the Year 3/4 final, their 

last -minute try edging the Bethlehem Chiefs 2 -1. In 

his third term of Kiwi Tag, Panthers captain Jack 

Carter, 9, scored the winning try and showed the 

makings of a fine skipper for the future: "I like how 

we all work together and have fun."  

 

Winning teams get a trophy to keep, placegetters 

receive certificates and goody bags of drinks, snacks 

and lollies ensure all teams celebrate the season's 

end in style.   

KIWI TAG: NO CONTACT 
LEAGUE A WINNER 
by Martin Lang,  Bay of Plenty Times   
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A non -contact introduction to rugby league co -

ordinated locally by Sport Bay of Plenty rugby league 

development officer Len Reid, Kiwi Tag has proved a 

huge success in Tauranga since its launch in 2002.  

To ensure the game is child - friendly, players wear a 

long tag on each hip and when the opposition  

manages to strip them of a tag they must play the 

ball back. Sets of six "tackles" and the option of low -

level kicks from the fourth play keep it in tune with 

the senior code, and the abundance of girls among 

the action is proof of Kiwi Tag's wide appeal.  

 

With 90 -plus primary school sides across the Year 

3/4 and Year 5/6 grades this school term, the  

Otumoetai, Omokoroa and Welcome Bay modules 

together boast by far the biggest participation level 

nationwide. The place -deciding finals were the  

culmination of five rounds of pool play and semi -

finals. Reid says he and fellow co -ordinator Stan 

Nicholas are thrilled to see Kiwi Tag "growing like 

Topsy" and reckons between 10 -20 per cent of the 

youngsters progress to full - contact league.  

 

"The Welcome Bay module at Waipuna Park has six 

Coach Alan Kingsbury with the Matua Panthers.  Jack Carter, 9 of the Matua Panthers  

Charlie Moores, Bethlehem 
Chiefs celebrates a try  
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KIWIS WIN BIG IN GOLDEN BOOT 
2010 
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Kiwi captain Benji Marshall collected the biggest individual accolade of his career when he was named 

the winner of rugby leagueôs Golden Boot award as the worldôs best player. Just three weeks after  

leading the Kiwis to their 16 -12 triumph against Australia in the Four Nations final, 2008 World Cup  

winner Marshall won the Golden Boot by an overwhelming margin.  

 

Fellow Kiwi Shaun Kenny -Dowall, the NZRLôs 2010 Player of the Year and the Rugby League  

International Federationôs Centre of the Year, finished second in the voting. The other players in  

contention were Australians Paul Gallen, Billy Slater and Sam Thaiday plus Englandôs James Graham. 

 

As well as Marshall and Kiwis centre Kenny -Dowall, Kiwi wingers Manu Vatuvei and Jason Nightingale  

and halfback Nathan Fien made the team of the year.  

 

ñTo win this award, after coming back from three shoulder reconstructions, winning the Four Nations, 

and having my best ever year since I've started in the NRL, is pretty overwhelming," said Marshall.  

ñI'm pretty excited. It is something I definitely won't take for granted.ò 

 

Marshall becomes just the third New  

Zealander to win the Golden Boot after 

Hugh McGahan (1987) and Stacey 

Jones (2002).  

 

New Zealand Rugby League Chief  

Executive Jim Doyle said the award 

was a fitting acknowledgement for 

Marshall, who engineered all three of 

the Kiwisô tries in their Four Nations 

victory.  

 

"This award rounds out a great year 

for rugby league in New Zealand,ò he 

said. ñWith winning the World Cup, the 

Four Nations and now the Golden Boot as the worldôs best player, the game is in really good heart.ò 

 

"Benji is a most deserved winner. He showed during the Four Nations that he is an excellent leader both 

on and off the field and we couldn't be more pleased for him."  

 

The voting panel included three former Golden Boot winners in Wally Lewis, Hugh McGahan and Stacey 

Jones, former Great Britain international Garry Schofield, former England Rugby League coach Phil  

Larder, ex NSW coach turned broadcaster Phil Gould, former France coach Louis Bonnery, as well as 

journalists and supporters from both hemispheres."  



Q. How was your 

game day experi-

ence? Players say 

these games lift in 

intensity and seem 

to go really fast. 

A. Actually it felt like 

we were all a bit rusty 

at first, there was a lot 

of dropped ball and 

stoppages in play. But 

the Australians are 

always competitive so I knew the game would get 

faster and it did.  

 

Q. What happens after the game? 

A. First off we have an ice bath and massage, the 

same sort of recovery as the players. Then I re -

watch the game really carefully to see what errors 

Iôve made. I write my report, identifying any issues. I 

look at where I referred decisions to the video ref. 

With this game I was pleased to see that in both 

cases where Iôd sent calls upstairs, I had been right 

to do so. I thought I made a couple of errors, one 

where I probably blew the whistle too quickly and 

one which I put down to being a bit tense.  

 

Q. Having done all that review work what would 

you do differently next time? 

A. Like some of the players I hadnôt actually had a 

game for a few weeks. I would try and get a game 

somewhere a week or so before the test. Itôs difficult 

to do, because at that time of year most competi-

tions are in the finals stages and their referees have 

worked hard all year to be awarded a final and they 

donôt really want someone coming in and taking their 

opportunity.  

 

Q. What next? 

A. Well the NRL referees are already back in training, 

but I get a couple of weeks off because I did the test. 

Iôll come home for Christmas and then get straight 

back into it.  

One of the things I really like about this is that there 

is always something to learn and the opportunity to 

improve. I felt like I had reached my level when I 

was playing, but with this I feel like there is so much 

more I can do. I spend 2 -3 hours analysing a game, 

looking at how I can do better next time. So Iôll head 

back and keep on working. My goal is NRL first grade 

and then first class internationals and thatôll require 

more hard work.   

MATCH OFFICIAL  
RECEIVES RECOGNITION 
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Henry Perenara Kiwi No.690 visited Rugby League 

House while on a flying visit to New Zealand to  

attend the Maori Sports Awards 2010.  

 

Q. How did it feel to be nominated?  

A. Itôs a great honour, and it feels like a really big 

achievement. I want to get more young Maori and 

Polynesian people involved as match officials, so to 

be recognised at these awards is really good  

timing.  

 

Q. How did it feel to be recognised when 

youôre working overseas? 

A. Brilliant. Iôm a proud Kiwi, I never wanted to 

play for any other team and even though I really 

appreciate the opportunity Iôve been given in  

Australia, I see myself as a Kiwi and itôs nice to be 

recognised by people here.  

 

Henry refereed the Four Nations curtain raiser  

Junior Kiwis v Junior Kangaroos in Wellington on  

October 23 this year. This was his first international 

appointment.  

 

Q. How did it feel to be selected to do this 

game? 

A. It was awesome; Iôd done a NSW Cup semi final 

game, so this was the next step in the right  

direction. It felt like a bonus for all the hard work 

Iôd put in during the year. 

 

Q. What preparation did you do for this 

match? 

A. I like to call the players by their names rather 

than their numbers so I learnt the names of the 

players I didnôt know. Most of them had played for 

teams Iôd already refereed in the Toyota Cup so I 

didnôt need to learn many. 

Because the touch judges were in NZ I emailed 

them and we met on the day of the game.  I just 

asked them to do what they normally would as I 

didnôt want them to be thinking about a different 

way of doing things in such an important match.  

 

Q. When youôre refereeing a curtain raiser, 

does the crowd coming in all the time distract 

you? 

A. No, I donôt notice, itôs what happens in Toyota 

Cup games so Iôm used to it. What I do notice is 

the wave of noise if momentum shifts or something 

exciting happens. In this game the Kiwis started to 

come back and I could hear the crowd lifting with 

them.  



It was appropriate that  the day before their Four Nations test against the 

Kiwis in Wellington,  England took time out to remember New Zealand's 

international rugby league pioneer  Albert Henry Baskerville, laying  a  

centennial  wreath and a replica 1910 England jersey at his grave.  

 

It was Baskerville who, from his home base in Wellington,  organised the 

first international rugby league tour to the UK and Australia in 1907 -08. 

They played  35 games in England and Wales, the first against Bramley 

on October 9, 1907 and the last, over four months later  against St  

Helens on  February 22, 1908,  before departing for a ten match tour of 

Australia.  Tragically Baskerville died, aged 25,  in Australia on the way 

home  and was buried in the Karori cemetery in Wellington 102 years 

ago.  Five of his All Golds teammates now rest with him at Karori.  

 

The first tour by England to Australasia in 1910, which included four games in New Zealand in the July,  was the 

direct outcome of the Baskerville tour three years earlier. Because the 1910 team only played in the Auckland 

area those British pioneers did not have the opportunity to visit Baskerville's grave, but subsequent British 

teams up until 1934 made regular visits and in 2010 England again took the opportunity to visit. ñIt was a real 

privilege to have the opportunity to pay our respects to a figure who played such an important role in the birth of 

international Rugby League,ò said McNamara.  

  

Making this 2010 visit even more memorable was the attendance of Miria Finny, whose mother was Baskerville's 

youngest sister and two of Miria's grand daughters, Kathleen McConchie and Julia Finny who shared this special 

moment.  
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ENGLAND PAYS  

HOMAGE TO BASKERVILLE 

IN CENTENNIAL YEAR 

Steve McNamara, England coach lays a wreath at Albert Baskervilles grave, Karori  
Cemetery, Wellington October 22, 2010. To his left is Albert's niece Mrs Miria Finny 
and her two granddaughters.                Photos: Peter Kerridge  



GENEROUS TEAM BUILDING EVENT  
By Dain Guttenbiel  
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Flight Centre, a major partner of the NZRL, hosted a very special team building 

exercise for their staff and ensured 10 lucky young Leaguies will have a very 

merry Christmas indeed.  

 

Held in Auckland in November, 10 teams of Flight Centre staff were required to 

complete a series of activities. For each completed activity the team  

received a bike piece and once they were collected, they finished the  

challenge by assembling a bike based on the brief of the child 

the bike was intended for. A lot of bling and colour was added 

to each bike which the Flight Centre staff believed would be 

delivered to the children over the coming weeks.  

 

As a surprise for the Flight Centre teams the NZRL had  

arranged for each of the young recipients, who were  

nominated by the Auckland Rugby League, to come along and 

have their bikes presented to them in person.  

 

This turned out to be a great treat for both the Flight Centre 

staff and the Rugby League children, who thought they were there to see 

the Four Nations trophy and meet Warriors star Michael Luck.  

 

The looks on the faces of the young lucky leaguies was priceless as they 

were told the brand new bikes and helmets were theirs to take home,  

several of the children were even reported to have slept in their brand new 

helmets.  

 

This was another example of the great support Flight Centre provides to the 

sport of Rugby League in New Zealand, and the NZRL thanks Flight Centre 

for its kindness, support and generosity.  

Please pass on my thanks to  Flight Centre.   I haven't 

seen Petelo or his mum smile so much in ages!    

Petelo was  so excited he said his bike was "way cool" 

and he got other stuffs and the Warrior man held his 

hand and he had photos and the Warrior man was really 

big and his bike was  "way cool and it's  yellow and blue". 

I said "Cool, Parramatta colours" and Petelo screwed up 

his face and said "NOOOO! the  Warriors was there"  and 

apparently he tried to sleep with his helmet on.   He 

loves it!  This was such a fantastic and generous gift.  

Thank you again, I wish you guys could have seen them 

this morning.  
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CLUB BADLY AFFECTED BY  
EARTHQUAKE 

On Saturday September 4, the 7.1 magnitude earthquake changed the face of Canterbury forever. One of 

the hardest hit communities was Kaiapoi, home of the Northern Bulldogs Rugby League club and sadly it 

wasnôt just families who were left homeless.  Our home ground suffered extensive damage and our club-

rooms were destroyed leaving us strays.  

 

But like our proud community the Bulldogs are biting back and we will re -build. We firmly believe that 

when sport gets going again in our area, the community will too. Through sport, we can help our people to 

heal from the devastating blow that they have been dealt. We have several projects we are getting up and 

running and our local community, as always, has rallied around us. But we will be reaching out to all our 

brother clubs around New Zealand to help us as the cost to re -build will be a heavy burden for a  

community where many families are struggling to re -build their homes.  

 

We have been trying to grow the sport of rugby league in our area and for the first time we had three  

7 yr old teams this season which we were absolutely delighted with.  

  

We have pledged to them we will have league on our home ground next season but we cannot do it alone 

and we ask for the help of our rugby league family to honour that commitment.  

The floor has 
lifted significantly.  



RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP 2013 
LAUNCHES 
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The competitionôs structure will consist of two 

groups of four, with England drawn alongside  

perennial foes Australia, Fiji and Ireland in Group A 

and World Cup holders New Zealand facing Pacific 

Island rivals Papua New Guinea, Samoa and France 

in Group B. Scotland will face Tonga and the  

European qualifiers in Group C and joints hosts 

Wales have been drawn against the Cook Islands 

and the Atlantic Qualifiers.  

 

 ñThis government is right behind the RFL,ò said 

British Prime Minister David Cameron. ñAs one of 

the sports that this country holds closest to its 

heart, we know what a privilege and honour it is to 

host this tournament and I look forward to working 

closely with them to make sure it is  a great suc-

cess.ò 

 

First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones added: ñIt is a 

privilege for Wales to be given this opportunity. We 

saw tremendous success during the 1995 World 

Cup when Wales was host to numerous fixtures 

and the Welsh public came out in force to support 

their home team and to witness some of the 

worldôs greatest players. 

 

ñWith Rugby League enjoying a new found growth 

in Wales in recent years and with the sport having 

been played in schools throughout the country for 

the past eight years, we are confident that hosting 

games in venues such as the Millennium Stadium 

will be a great way of helping boost the sport in 

Wales.ò 

The 2013 Rugby League World Cup has been  

officially launched after the RFL hosted a ókick-offô 

event at Manchesterôs new MediaCityUK  

development on Tuesday November 30.  

 

The 2013 competition, which will be contested at 

venues throughout England and Wales, will be the 

14 th  staging of the Rugby League World Cup.  

 

Speaking at the tournaments kick -off event, RFL 

Chairman Richard Lewis said, ñIt is a great boost 

for Rugby League in this country to secure the 

2013 World Cup. The last tournament staged in 

Australia in 2008 was an enormous success.ò 

 

ñOur aim is to build on that success and to deliver 

a profitable tournament that further enhances the 

international game and raises the profile of the 

sport in the UK.ò 

 

The RFL kick -off event included the announcement 

of the 12 qualified teams and outlined the scale of 

its ambition to host the most successful Rugby 

League World Cup of all time.  

 

Australia, Cook Islands, England, Fiji, France,  

Ireland, New Zealand, Papa New Guinea, Samoa, 

Scotland, Tonga and Wales have all been confirmed 

and they will be joined by one qualifier from a 

European Qualifying group consisting of Italy, 

Lebanon, Russia and Serbia and one qualifier from 

an Atlantic Qualifying group consisting of Jamaica, 

South Africa and the USA.  

 Group A 

Australia  
England  
Fiji  

Ireland  

Group C* 

Scotland  
Tonga  
European Qualifier  

Group B 
New Zealand  
France  
Papua New Guinea  

Samoa  

Group D* 
Wales  
Cook Islands  
Atlantic Qualifier  

In Groups C & D, the countries play the other nations in 
their group and also one team from the opposite group as 
indicated right (either C or D)  

Scotland v Atlantic Qualifier  
Tonga v Cook Islands  
Wales v European Qualifier  



In mid September the Mackay & District Rugby League in Queensland, 

Australia held their  awards night and amongst those to be recognised 

was one NZ Match Official now living there.  

 

Shane Culling started his Rugby League refereeing career in 1993 in  

Manawatu.  With experiences as a referee including attending Age 

Group Tournaments at Hopu Hopu and refereeing in the NZRL Premier 

League Competitions he was keen to continue when, at the end of the 

2009 league season, he moved to Mackay, so he made contact with the 

local Association.  

 

Shane was this yearôs recipient of the Districts Unsung-Hero award, ñThe Unsung-Hero Award is 

an  initiative by the Mackay and District  Rugby League implemented by the then Chairman Greg Sutherland 

some six  years ago to recognise individuals within association's who may not usually receive the  sports  

recognition they may well be entitled to,ò says Clinton Begg, Secretary, Mackay & District Rugby league 

Referees Association.  

    

ñShaneôs efforts within our junior ranks certainly warranted this nomination. It is truly evident he has a 

passion for rugby league as well junior sport. Personally I have been able to rely on his skills. The  

development of the Junior Newsletter was his own personal initiative. I, as well fellow executive  

members,  have no doubt Shane was the best and most deserved recipient of this award.ò   

 

Shane reports ñI was quite surprised when the Chairman of Mackay District Rugby League Mr Stephen 

Hawkins called my name for the Unsung Hero Award.  They are now looking at sending me to Brisbane at 

the end of the year to get my Referees Coaching Certificate so that I can be appointed as Junior  

Coordinator for the 2011 season.  Iôm looking forward to doing that.ò  

 

He says the game is fast but the skill level is very much the same as in New Zealand.  The hot climate of 

North Queensland takes its toll at the start of the season with temperatures in the high 20ôs to mid 30ôs 

and with the addition of communication gear, the sweat pours off him.  

 

The year started with training on January 4 and was conducted twice a week until the end of the season in 

mid September. Shane also attended the annual Referees Development Seminar in Townsville where he got 

to met Eddy Ward and David Isaac.  

 

He was appointed to the local Open School Boys Final and Womenôs Final as the referee and as Interchange 

Official for the Premier Grand Final. He says there are many great footballers in Mackay but the culture  

differs in that players and referees do not socialise together the way he was used to in Manawatu.   

 

Shaneôs NZRL Accreditation was not automatically transferred and he had to be reassessed. He refereed 

extensively in the Under 18ôs competition during 2010 and had one A Grade appointment. He is looking  

forward to next season where he hopes to make more of an impression within the Local League.  Shane is 

currently employed as Sarina Rugby League Football Administration Officer.  

MATCH OFFICIAL WINS 
UNSUNG HERO AWARD 
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won by the British Army in 

2008, the Royal Navy in 

2009 and Warrington 

Wolves (below) in 2010.  

 

The player of the  

tournament (Rhys Evans, above) was awarded 

the William "Massa" Johnston trophy in honour of 

the New Zealand forward who scored the winning 

last minute try in 1908.  

 

There is also a women's event, the Golden Fern 

Cup and a Gloucestershire schools' competition, 

the 1908 Cup. The 1908 Cup had eight schools in 

2008 and 32 schools competed last year.  

 

The Festival logos principal symbol is the golden 

fern.  All the details are on 

www.cheltenhamrugbyfestival.com  

 

Continued over ...  

ALL GOLDS CELEBRATION 
By Lionel Hurst, Cheltenham  
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I just wanted to let you know how honoured and 

proud we are in Cheltenham to be associated with 

the famous New Zealand All Golds.  

 

As you may be aware Regency Cheltenham hosted 

the deciding test match on February 15 1908 when 

the All Golds defeated England 8 -  5 and thus 

clinched the historic first ever Rugby League  

international series.  

  

On February 15, 2008 with the support of the 

Mayor, our Member of Parliament and the Civic  

Society we unveiled a Centenary plaque on the site 

of the ground where the match took place.  

  

Furthermore we inaugurated the Cheltenham 

Rugby Festival to  celebrate the great deeds of your 

countrymen and the Northern Union/England team.  

 

The principal event is the All Golds Cup, which was 

http://www.cheltenhamrugbyfestival.com/
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We look forward to entertaining you when you 

visit  in autumn 2011 for the Four Nations and we 

can then show you the plaque and the site of the 

game which is known locally as  ñThe Great Match 

of the Edwardian Period.ò  

 

The words on the plaque: 

Here, until 1982 was the Athletic Ground, home 

to Cheltenham Rugby (Union) club. World rugby 

history was made on 15th February 1908 when 

the pioneering rugby league touring side, the New 

Zealand "All Golds", defeated the Northern Union 

(England) 8 -5 to win the first -ever rugby league 

test match series.  

 

Born in 1883, Albert Henry Baskerville from  

Wellington, New Zealand, was the prime advocate 

and organiser of the ground breaking tour by the 

All Golds to England.  

 

The team returned home via Australia where the 

first ever test match between the two countries 

was played on May 9 th  1908 in Sydney.  

New Zealand won 11 -10, Baskerville playing a 

leading role. Shortly afterwards he contracted 

pneumonia and died on May 20 th  1908 .  

 

Brad Tindall who unveiled the plaque is a New 

Zealander who was playing for Gloucestershire 

Warriors at the time of the event. He kindly 

agreed to represent the NZRL at the ceremony.  

 

The recurring theme of the speeches was the 

sheer scale of the achievement of the New  

Zealand tourists, who sailed for weeks to England 

before arriving to play a game they were  

completely unfamiliar with and yet they achieved 

success, winning the series in Cheltenham by  

taking the deciding game 8 -5.  

 

The final speaker, Tony Collins, Professor of the 

Social History of Sport at Leeds Met. Carnegie 

University, put a historical context on things by 

saying that ñthe Kiwisô adventure was unparalleled 

in sport.ò 

ALL GOLDS CELEBRATION 
By Lionel Hurst, Cheltenham  
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LET'S EASE UP ON THE DRINK 
THESE HOLIDAYS  

New Zealand Rugby League in conjunction with ALAC is encouraging people to plan their parties and  

celebrations these holidays to make sure no one drinks too much and gets hurt.  

 

There's a lot of socialising at this time of the year and a bit of planning goes a long way to ensuring  

everyone has a good time and no one ends up drunk and experiencing alcohol - related harm.  

 

There's a few simple things we can all do -  like making sure there's food, having low alcohol and  

no -alcohol options and having something fun to do so it's not all about drinking.  

  

New Zealand Rugby League would like to remind you that if youôre hosting a social occasion you can help  

guests ease up on the drink by:  

 

Food -  provide guests with substantial food early on and throughout the gathering. Ask people to bring a 

plate, itôs a great way to get everyone involved.  

 

Drink options -  have a range of interesting no -alcohol options. There are some great 'mocktail' recipes out 

there that can be really refreshing and also look festive; this way people will have a choice about what 

they drink.  

 

Having fun -  plan to do something fun so everyone has an excellent time and it's not centred on alcohol. 

It doesn't have to cost money -  get out the old sports gear or party games and encourage everyone to 

have a go.  

 

Remember to make sure your friends get home safely too.  

 

If we all think about what this time of year is meant to be about and plan for it to be fun, we'll also be 

looking out for each other and helping the people we care about ease up on the drink. And thatôs got to 

be good for everyone.  



NZRL would like to thank the following organisations 
for their on going support:  
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Friday, May 6, 2011  

KIWIS V AUSTRALIA 

AMI Stadium, Christchurch  


