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Hi everybody. Iôm not sure of the etiquette of when we 
should stop saying Happy New Year.  Iôm in denial, I 
canôt bear to think that one month of this year has  
already passed so I will go with saying it, if only to  

delay the reality of time flying by. So Happy New Year 

everybody and I hope you are looking forward to your 
year.  
 
Sadly a number of our readers have lost someone over 
the holidays, and it seems rugby league has  
experienced more than itôs fair share of loss in recent 

months, our thoughts are with you all at this sad time.  
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete 
the Communications Survey over the break. We  
received a lot of very positive feedback. We also  
received a number of very useful comments. Unsurpris-

ingly youôre interested in what is happening in your  
region and we will do our best to bring you the best of 

this in the Bulletin or e -magazine.  
 
The Zones are also working hard to develop local  
communications networks, they are setting up websites 
and Facebook pages and those that donôt already will 

soon have places where you can go to find out more 
about whatôs happening in your area. 
 
We welcome submissions from anyone involved in 
rugby league. All I need are a few words telling me 
about your event; where it was, who was there, what 

was good about it and whenever possible 
photos. If you happen to see any famous rugby league 
faces out and about and manage to get a photo, weôd love 
to include those too.  

 

Some people commented that they are receiving our 
emails more than once each time. If this is happening to 
you our system only allows us to send to each email  
address once, so it must be coming from another source.  
 
Most likely someone you work with, perhaps your local 

club or district contact is forwarding these on to you. If 
you would prefer not to receive the emails more than 
once, just reply to their email and let them know that you 
now receive it directly from NZRL and they donôt need to 
send it on.  
 

Likewise if you are sending our emails on to people  
regularly, they may have signed up to hear from us  

directly by now. You can save yourself a job by sending us 
your list and we can check it and add anyone who isnôt 
already on our list to it, and we will eliminate the double -
ups.   
 

In this months edition we have a fun competition, so have 
a go at our Mini -Quiz and email your answers to 
philippa@nzrl.co.nz and go in the draw to win one of our 
prize packs. Weôve also added a Word Find for the young 
or young at heart.  
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Itôs already February 2011 and just like last year we 

are full steam ahead working to deliver on our Game 

Plan.  We have conducted a complete review of 2010 

and have updated our core element ratings from red 

to amber and in some cases to green (see below) 

which is very pleasing. Everyone is hard at work  

developing programmes which will ensure we  

continue to improve in all areas.  

 

Keeping you up to date is a very important part of the 

process so we will be coming around the country 

again this year updating you on what we have 

achieved and what we plan to do this year and  

beyond.  

 

In case you havenôt seen our presentation, these core  

elements are only a part of a bigger picture, below 

each of these is a list of key objectives which outline 

what is required to improve. Then below these is a list 

of what actions and measures we can take to achieve 

these objectives, all with the aim of turning and  

keeping all our core elements at green.  

 

It is an on -going work in progress which is constantly 

reviewed and measured to ensure relevancy and  

performance. Keep an eye out for the dates of Game 

Plan Update presentations in your area to hear more.  

 

 

We have just returned from Greymouth where on  

Friday night we attended a fabulous charity dinner at  

Shantytown, and in front of a packed house, visitors 

from the Warriors and Newcastle Knights spoke about 

the importance of our visit, and of the great history of 

Rugby League on the West Coast.  

 

During the evening we were able to honour 16 past 

Kiwis from the region, presenting their Kiwi ôdog 

tagsô. Each and every one of the 12 who were able to  

attend the dinner received a standing ovation as they 

made their way to the stage and we were truly  

humbled by the respect in which they were held. It 

was a privilege to be a part of this ceremony.  

 

We also honoured five of the more recent Kiwis who 

were in the room including four members of the  

Warriors and Evarn Tuimavave of the Newcastle 

Knights.  

 

The following day we ran a Community Camp and a 

Coaches Forum for the West Coast region and then 

attended the trial game at Wingham Park. It was a 

great festival weekend, which once again  

demonstrated that rugby league is so much more 

than just a game, it is an integral part of the  

community which is able to, in difficult times, offer 

something back to those who have given so much.  
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MINERS SOLIDARITY DAY  

In the afternoon Warriors Coach Ivan Cleary and  

Assistant Coach Tony Iro and Knights coach Rick Stone 

kindly gave up there time to run an open coaching clinic.  

 

More than 30 adults took the opportunity to attend this 

free clinic at which each of the coaches spoke  

before opening up the floor to questions. The New  

Zealand Rugby League staff in attendance said it was a 

very positive session and was extremely well received.  

 

It was very generous of all the coaches to give up their 

time on game day, and shows just how committed the 

rugby league community are to showing their solidarity 

and support to the Greymouth community at their time 

of such great loss.  

As part of the Miners Solidarity Day events held in 

Greymouth over Waitangi weekend, the NZRL held a 

community fun day and a coaching clinic.  

 

On Saturday morning more than 120 children took 

part in the community day, starting with fun games 

with members of the NZRL Football department, the 

Warriors One Community team and the players from 

the Vodafone Warriors and Newcastle Knights.  

They then got to play some backyard footy with  

everyone including the NRL players.  

 

As well as getting involved in these activities, the 

children had the chance to have their photos taken, 

get autographs and giveaways and see the Toyota 

Cup and Club Championship trophies, both won by 

the Warriors in 2010, the Four Nations trophy won 

by the Kiwis also in 2010 and the Rugby League 

World Cup which we will hold until at least 2013.  
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GREEN GREEN GRASS OF HOME  

By Gerry Morris, Former WCRL Rep.  

 

The Friday night legends dinner for the local Kiwis and 

teams was something that could never be repeated by 

any code in any community in New Zealand.  What 

other region with a population of around 20,000 has 

supplied 51 players to a national team?  

 

To see a childhood hero like Les McNichol get  

recognised was great.  Memories of his huge rimu -

branch arms grabbing a high ball at fullback for Coast 

and then bumping off the first three Canterbury  

tacklers were vivid.  

 

To see the Brunner boys in their flash club shirts lead 

the standing ovation for their own Colin McMaster -  

some irony that their classy shirts were a league away 

from their Taylorville home ground of bull rushes and 

swamp that I remember.  

 

And the three Marist legends, Kevin Dixon, John Hibbs 

and Tony Coll ï apart from a bit of thinning hair and a 

few extra kilos, those competitive eyes were looking as 

sharp as ever and seemed to be contemplating  

doing the business on Wingham Park again.  

 

In times of inconsolable grief, a highlight was that a 

sense of humour was still apparent.  The Marist boys of 

Barry Sweetman, George Skinner and coy had  

repainted the Wingham Park stand for the occasion in-

cluding the black and white liveried Runanga - ites seats, 

Marist green.  

Walking into Wingham Park in Greymouth on  

Saturday, I knew immediately it was different.  

Firstly, the call from the stands from the legendary 

Spark brothers to óshow my bootsô and then one look 

at the paddock and not a bit of mud to be seen.  

 

After 30 odd years it was the green, green grass 

that surprised me most.  Years of playing ankle deep 

on a paddy field and now itôs got grass that dairy 

farmers would die for.  

 

I thought the ticket was a hoax by the organizers: 

ñGrandstand Covered Seat F Row No. 41.ò  Once it 

was just a choice between the Marist and Runanga 

ends.  

 

What an occasion for Greymouth.  League to  

Greymouth is what yachting is to Auckland and this 

was Greymouthôs Americas Cup parade. 

 

I felt emotions I didnôt know I had and to see  

victimsô families, people like Bernie Monk standing 

12 feet tall for all the families and Trevor Sims with 

his grandson, made me as a visitor feel inadequate. 

Both had sons who died in the Pike Tragedy.  

 

Hearing that Liverpool classic, ñYouôll never walk 

aloneò as Iôve heard it sung twice at Omoto and 

Wingham Park by Greymouthôs Carolyn Williams, it 

will forever make the hairs on the back of my neck 

stand up.  

 

The visit by the Warriors and Knights was a public 

relations coup,  to see Michael Luck wipe his eyes 

during the minuteôs silence said everything about 

how the visitors felt for the Coast.  
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COMMUNITY CAMPS RETURN IN 2011  
We are pleased to announce the return of the popular Community Camps in 2011, dates and locations below. 

Keep an eye on our website (Game Development / Clubs & Community area) for the exact time and location of 

the camp nearest you.  

February 12  Saturday  

9.30am -  1pm  

Puketawhero Park, Vaughans 

Rd, Te Ngae, Rotorua  

February 19  Saturday  Otaika Sports Ground  

(aka Blue Goose)  

Whangarei  

February 26  Saturday  TSB Hub, Camberwell Rd,  

Hawera  

February 27  Sunday  Highbury Whanau Centre,  

Monrad Park, Highbury Ave, 

Palmerston North  

March 6  Sunday  Rugby League Park, Jack Hinton 

Drive, Addington, Christchurch  

March 12  Saturday  Waikato  

March 13  Sunday  Auckland  

March 19  Saturday  Te Wharau School, Graham Rd, 

Kaiti, Gisborne  

March 20  Sunday  HB Regional Sports Park,  

Percival Rd,  Hastings  

March 26  Saturday  Pelorus Trust Sports House, 

Seaview, Hutt City  

March 27  Sunday  Counties Manukau  

April 2  Saturday  Mitchell Park, Seamour Pl,  

Tauranga  

April 3    Sunday  Taupo  

April 9  Saturday  Wingham Park, Coal Creek,  

SH 6, Greymouth  

April 10  Sunday  Auckland Point School,  

Haven Rd, Nelson  

April 16  Saturday  Otago  

April 17  Sunday  South District Rugby League 

Clubrooms, Elles Rd,  

Invercargill  
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APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS  

National Competition: Following the success of the National Competition in 2010, we are pleased to advise 

that applications for the Coaching and Management positions for the 2011 competition are now open.  

Applications should be sent directly to the relevant Zone Managers and must clearly state  

a.  The position you are applying for i.e. Coach, Manager, Trainer or Selector  

b.  The team or teams you wish to be considered for i.e. 15s, 17s or Premiers  

c.  The Zone or Zones you wish to be considered for i.e. Northland, Auckland, Counties Manukau,  

Upper Central, Mid Central, Wellington and/or South Island.  

Applications close on February 10, 2011. See our website About Us / Careers page for details.  

Directors, New Zealand Rugby League: The NZRL Board comprises seven Directors, with four 'Appointed 

Director' positions and three 'Elected Director' positions. An independent Appointments Panel manages the  

Director Recruitment process for 'Appointed' and 'Elected' Directors.   

The Appointments Panel is now seeking applications for one Appointed Director position and one  

Elected Director position. All Board positions are for a term of three years. Applications close on February 11, 

2011.  See our website About Us / Careers page for details.  

Zone General Manager, Counties Manukau: The Counties Manukau Zone is at the critical stage of  

recruiting the inaugural Zone General Manager . Accountable to the Zone Board, the GM will also be responsible to 

the NZRL CEO for consistent delivery of the national óGame Planô. As Zone Boards are primarily responsible for  

fostering the development of the game, the GM will assist them to develop a Zone Game Plan to support 

achievement of these national objectives within a regional context. This will be a óhands onô role with the primary 

objective of developing the game within Counties Manukau. Experience and proven performance as a senior 

manager will be complimented by a management style that reflects Rugby Leagueôs core values of INTEGRITY, 

RESPECT, LEADERSHIP, COURAGE and PASSION .   

Applications close on March 4, 2011.  See our website About Us / Careers page for details.  

Directors, Auckland Zone Board: The Auckland Zone held its inaugural Annual General Meeting on Monday 

24 January, 2011  and announced three of the four Elected Directors for the Zone Board. Evelyn Brooker, Peter 

Douglas and Mark Wallace were successful, and we congratulate them. They join Sam Sefuiva, Brian Lythe & 

Luke Gagamoe, the Appointed Directors.  

The fourth position resulted in a tie between Tania Brown and Wayne Urquhart. To resolve this, a further  

election will be held between these two candidates only. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes 

shall be declared elected. Those eligible to vote have been contacted directly. Voting closes 4pm Friday  

February 11, 2011 . 

Directors, Counties Manukau Zone Board: The Counties Manukau Zone held its inaugural Annual General 

Meeting on Monday 24 January 2011 and announced the four Elected Directors for the Zone Board. Wally 

Dumper, Cathy Friend, Alan Johnson and Russell Preston were the successful candidates, and we congratulate 

them. They join Ken Lotu - liga, Trevor Gill and Emile Va'afusuaga, the Appointed Directors, to form the  

inaugural Zone Board.  
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KIWISPORT OFFICERS BOOST TO 
GRASSROOTS RUGBY LEAGUE  
By Marcus Reynolds, Upper Central Zone  

The Upper Central Zone has employed two KiwiSport 

Officers in 2011 to take Rugby League to the people. 

With the number of players increasing nationwide by 

almost 50% in 2010, the KiwiSport Officers have been 

put in place to maintain this upward trend.  

 

Ex-UK Super League professional Gary Peacham in the 

Waikato and experienced Development Officer Tony 

Lajpold in the Bay of Plenty have been brought on 

board to give more students a taste of our World 

Champion oval ball sport. Tony brings a wealth of ex-

perience  having done  a similar role with Wellington 

Rugby League as well as already  being a High Per-

formance Coach. Gary has played professional League 

with Hull and in London  

 

With a number of students never having the opportu-

nity to try Rugby League in the past, the KiwiSport 

positions are ground breaking for a sport that has 

struggled to gain traction in the last decade.  

 

Any student that plays Rugby League immediately 

loves the sport. Everyone stays involved throughout 

the whole game and you donôt get the little guys 

shifted to wing where they never touch the ball.  

 

The key for us has been finding a way to take Rugby 

League into the schools, weôve now achieved that and 

will see some tangible & sustainable benefits flow to 

our clubs in the shape of higher playing numbers.  

The Upper Central Zone is the first of the NZRLôs seven 

Zones to introduce KiwiSport Officers into local schools 

and based on the success of the programme it could be 

introduced nationwide in 2012.  

 

The best news is that the uptake from schools has 

been immediate. Both KiwiSport Officers are already 

fully booked throughout Term One and taking enquiries 

for all terms from schools across the region. Plans are 

also underway to run a series of holiday programmes 

in between the school terms, so overall the future of 

Rugby League is looking positive at the grassroots 

level.  

Gary Peacham, Waikato and Tony  Lajpold, Bay of Plenty  
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FIRST SCHOLARSHIP WINNER  
ANNOUNCED  
By Tony Smith, Christchurch Press  

Warriors wing Mike Doreen, in the National Competition 

this season.  

Halswell president Jeff Whittaker said it was hard to pick 

from a strong field of nominees, which included several 

South Island representatives. "We asked Mike Doreen 

for his input on the players, on and off the field, and he 

gave Jordan a very good wrap," Whittaker said. "He 

seems a very nice boy and I think he will be a really 

good ambassador not just for the scholarship, but for 

West Coast rugby league."  

Whittaker and other Halswell officials went to  

Greymouth for the presentation ceremony.  

West Coast Rugby League President Peter Kerridge, 

said, "We're grateful to benefit from all the hard work 

that Halswell has put in."  

South Island representative centre Jordan Paterson is 

the first West Coaster to win the Blair Sims Memorial 

Scholarship to accompany Christchurch club Halswell 

on a visit to the Cronulla Sharks.  

Halswell have inaugurated the scholarship in the 

memory of Sims, a South Island senior  

representative who was among the 29 men killed in 

the Pike River mine disaster.  

Paterson accompanied a group of Halswell players to 

the Sharks on January 25. Paterson, who lives in the 

Grey Valley, plays for the Waro -Rakau Hornets and 

was a member of the West Coast Mahar Cup  

athletics squad which won the West Coast team of 

the year.  

He played all six games as a starting centre for the 

South Island 17s, coached by former Kiwis and  

L to R: Peter Kerridge. West Coast Chairman, Jordan Paterson, Scholarship Winner, Trevor & Lynne 
Sims, Blairôs parents and Jeff Whittaker, Halswell RL. 
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LEADERSHIP THROUGH LEAGUE  
By Alex Smits, Wellington Rugby League  

primary schools in their community including 

Taita Central, St Michaels, Pomare, Tawahai, Tui 

Glen and Koraunui Schools.  In total over 20 stu-

dents from Taita will gain their Mini Mod Coach-

ing accreditation who in turn will coach approxi-

mately 360 primary school kids.  

 

In the first year of delivery WRL has 7 colleges 

booked in with 9 separate NCEA PE classes  

using Rugby League coaching to gain credits.  

The colleges are, Taita, Aotea, Wellington High 

School, Upper Hutt College, Naenae, Rongotai, St 

Patricks Kilbirnie and Porirua College.  

 

Leadership through League is a WRL project  

supported by KiwiSport funding provided by 

Wellington Rugby League is excited about its new 

community project, Leadership through League.  

The program will deliver three great outcomes:  

1.  Develop and create more coaches and com-

munity leaders  

2.  Introduce more players to our sport  

3.  Create more community club opportunities  

 

The first stage of Leadership through League is 

the development of senior sports leaders within 

Secondary Schools. WRL will work directly with 

NCEA PE classes and a WRL Development Officer 

will coach the students to gain the Mini -Mod 

Coaching accreditation.  

 

The next step is for the students to work with the 

WRL Development Officer to coach their local  

primary schools at years 5 and 6.  The coaching 

will see the primary schools receive coaching in 

the fundamentals of running, catching and pass-

ing while learning to play Flag Rugby League.  

 

Each school will receive 3 x 1 hour coaching  

sessions. At the conclusion of the program the 

primary schools will participate in a Flag Festival 

hosted at the lead secondary school.  

 

The secondary school sports leaders will plan and 

organise the delivery of the coaching as well as 

organizing and delivering the festival with the  

guidance of the WRL Development  

Officer.  The students will be working towards 

NCEA credits.   

 

Throughout the program WRL and the local 

league clubs will be working with the primary 

schools to create afterschool clubs where the kids 

will progress from Flag League to Mini -mod 

League.  

 

Leadership through League kicks off with Taita 

College.  Taita College will work with six  Alex Smits and Matt Everitt, Wellington Rugby 

League Development team.  



Matt is excited about working in Rugby League, 

ñI donôt see it as a job, itôs my passion and Iôm 

motivated about growing the game and about 

creating opportunities for young people to reach 

their potential.ò 

 

ñItôs exciting to have Matt join the team,ò said 

Alex Smits, Wellington Rugby League  

Community and Development Manager, ñhe 

knows the game inside out and has untold  

enthusiasm.ò  

 

ñLeadership through League is a great project, 

feedback from both the primary and secondary 

schools has been very, very positive and Iôm sure 

that as a team we will be able to grow the  

program from strength to strength.ò  

Leadership through League not only creates  

opportunities for college and primary school kids 

but it also creates employment opportunities.  

 

WRL has employed the services of Matt Everitt.  

Matt originally from Hull in the UK has been  

living in NZ for 5 years.  A Hull Kingston Rovers 

academy player, Matt came to NZ to further  

develop his rugby league skill set ï however he 

fell in love and is now married with a 3 year old 

son and one on the way.  

 

Matt has a Diploma in Sports Performance and 

Excellence and is currently studying a Bachelor in 

Sport and Exercise Science.  Matt represented 

the Orcas in 2010 at standoff and was selected in 

the NZ residentôs team. 
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DEVELOPMENT OFFICER FOR WRL  
By Alex Smits, Wellington Rugby League  

Community Roots Camp  

 
Saturday, 26 March 2011  

Pelorus Trust Sports House,  

Seaview, Hutt City  

Thereôll be  Skills and Games, Backyard Footy 

 

Free  Mini Mod certification course  

 

Plus a chance to see the Rugby League 

World Cup and Four Nations Trophy. Lots of 

giveaways and loads of fun.  

 

Keep an eye on the NZRL website for all  

details.  
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NORTHLAND REFEREES MOVING 
FORWARD  
By Rob Wakelin, Northern Zone  

the same development, support and pathways as we do 

to other participants.  

 

Northland has often been well - represented in the  

national refereeing ranks and we intend to uphold that 

tradition and be renowned for the quality of our match 

official development.  

 

With the planned introduction of 15s, 17s and  

College grades in 2011, there will be more demand for 

referees however it will also bring numerous new  

development opportunities particularly for referees new 

to the game.  

 

Neville Rudolph has been appointed the inaugural  

Coordinator of the new structure and will be supported 

by a number of his colleagues who have taken on  

sub -committee roles.  

 

Pleasingly all positions in the new structure have been 

filled, giving a strong starting point from which to  

develop.  

The Northland Referees recently underwent a  

process of evaluating and re -structuring their set -up 

so as to offer the best environment for referees to 

develop.  

 

National Referees Coordinator Ian Mackintosh and 

Rugby League Northland General Manager Rob 

Wakelin facilitated the discussions, held over two 

workshop sessions during November/December.  

 

As a result the Northland Referees now have a much 

stronger structure with an emphasis on support and 

development of referees best allowing them to  

pursue their goals in rugby league.  

 

A Referee Coordinator will be supported by three sub

-committees covering Coaching, Assessment/

Appointments and Recruitment/Retention.  

 

Strengthening our referee structure is a key priority 

in our local Game Plan. The Referees play such a 

vital role in our game and it is important we offer 

Northland Referees Coordinator Neville Rudolph (L) is  

congratulated on his appointment by National Referees  

Coordinator Ian Mackintosh  

Community Roots Camp  
 

Saturday, 19 February 2011  

Otaika Sports Ground (aka Blue Goose)

Whangarei  

 

Thereôll be  Skills and Games, Backyard Footy 

 

Free  Mini Mod certification course  

 

Plus Meet Ruben Wiki, see the Rugby League 

World Cup and Four Nations Trophy. Get 

photos and autographs, meet some of the 

Vodafone Warriors.  

 

Lots of giveaways and loads of fun.  

 

Check the NZRL website for details.  
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NOISY NINES COMING TO  
TRAFALGAR PARK  
By Alice Cowdrey, The Nelson Mail  

tournament held in Wellington every year, with 

spectators encouraged to dress up. The day will 

also be aimed at families and tourists.  

"The whole idea of this is that we want to create a 

carnival atmosphere ï it's a whole day out."  

Nelson Events Marketing and Development  

Programme chair Bill Findlater said the aim of the 

funding was to help develop distinct events that 

would provide significant economic benefits to  

Nelson, increase visitation in shoulder and off -peak 

seasons and enhance the city's profile nationally 

and internationally.  

Nelson Tasman Tourism chief executive Lynda 

Keene said more than 25 per cent of domestic  

holiday visitors state that attending an event was 

an important factor in a decision to visit a region.  

"So it is fantastic to see that such a strong events 

strategy is in place."  

There will be a rowdy carnival atmosphere at  

Nelson's Trafalgar Park in April when a new rugby 

league tournament kicks off.  

The event is one of four which has received a  

financial boost from a Nelson Events Marketing and 

Development Programme funding pool of $70,000.  

Tasman Rugby League chairman Paul Lafotanoa said 

the committee organising the inaugural event was 

stoked to be given $6,000 which it will mostly spend 

on marketing for the tournament.  

It will be held on April 2 at Trafalgar Park and will 

host 12 teams from Nelson, Marlborough,  

Wellington, Christchurch and possibly Waikato. The 

games will be fast and shortened versions of rugby 

league with nine players on each side and games 

running for 18 minutes.  

The Nelson Nines will become an annual event. From 

next year it will be held in March and will also  

involve Australian teams. Mr Lafotanoa said the 

event will be modelled on the popular rugby Sevens 

Tasman Rugby League is  

introducing their inaugural 

Nelson Nines tournament 

in  2011 and is inviting your 

team to register now.  

 

WHEN:     April 2nd 2011  

WHERE:    Trafalgar Park, Nelson  

WHO:       Senior Teams: Clubs/Reps, 18+  

COST:      $500 entry fee  

PRIZE:     $1000  1st prize  

For more information or a registration form 

please  contact: trlsecretary@xtra.co.nz  

Community Roots Camp  

 
Sunday, 10 April 2011  

Auckland Point School,  

Haven Rd, Nelson  

Thereôll be  Skills and Games, Backyard Footy 

 

Free  Mini Mod certification course  

Plus a chance to see the Rugby League World 

Cup and Four Nations Trophy. Lots of giveaways 

and loads of fun.  

 

Keep an eye on the NZRL website for details.  

mailto:trlsecretary@xtra.co.nz
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KIWI COACH RETURNS HOME  
By Phil Taylor, @Times  
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ARL general manager Pat Carthy says  

McClennan, will support club coaches, 

ñparticularly at premiership level.ò 

The development managerôs job also includes  

appointing and working with rep coaches at all  

levels, delivering programmes in clubs, schools 

and the wider community, and driving the New 

Zealand Rugby Leagueôs League 4 Life  

programme in the Auckland clubs.  

McClennan, 48, says itôs ñexciting timesò for the 

vibrant Kiwi rugby league scene. ñAuckland 

rugby league has a very clear direction, New 

Zealand Rugby League has made outstanding 

progress on and off the field, and I want to do 

what I can to try to bring about further  

improvement at all levels in Auckland.ò 

McClennan won championships with Mt Albert 

and Northcote Tigers and captained Auckland as 

a player. He also coached Hibiscus Coast  

Raiders and Mt Albert to titles in the old  

Bartercard Cup competition.  

THE return of rugby league super coach Brian 

ñBlueyò McClennan to his hometown is being  

welcomed across Auckland.  

McClennan, who guided the Ruben Wiki - led Kiwis to 

their unforgettable Tri -Nations title in England in 

2005 after disposing of Australia 24 -0 in the final, 

is the new development and coaching manager for 

the Auckland Rugby League (ARL).  

Heôs spent the past three years coaching at the  

famous Leeds Rhinos club in the English Super 

League. He won back - to -back Super League grand 

final victories in 2008 and 2009 and beat NRL 

champions the Melbourne Storm in the 2008 World 

Club Challenge.  

Howick Hornets chairman Bruce Campbell says 

McClennanôs return will make a difference in the  

biggest and strongest league province in the  

country. ñBrian McClennan is internationally  

respected and will bring huge credibility to the  

region in his development role.ò 

Brian McClennan as Mt Albert Coach celebrates a win with Mt Albert Lions  

Photo: Photosport  

MOVED  
 

Auckland Rugby League 

has moved to  

17ð19 Beasley Ave  

Penrose  

 

New numbers are:  

Office: (09) 571 2000  

Fax: (09) 525 1383 

 

Cancellation line:  

(09) 571 0400 

 

Email: 

admin@aucklandleague.co.nz 

mailto:admin@aucklandleague.co.nz


SPORTS FIRST AID 
COURSE KEEPS NZRL 

UP TO DATE  
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First aid is a constantly evolving discipline where better ways to manage everything from bleeding and sprains 

to CPR is regularly reviewed. Because of this, it is important to keep first aid knowledge current. As NZRL staff 

are amongst those most likely to be first on the scene of incidents everywhere from their local park to  

Community Camps and National Competition games, they started the year with a Sports First Aid course  

presented by Dave Browning (above) of Life Care Consultants Ltd. The three -hour course covered: CPR;  

dealing with bleeding, from small cuts to large bleeds; strains and sprains; concussions; shock and what to do 

when someone loses a tooth. If you are likely to be involved with any sports team, be it the littlest mini -mods 

through to your teenagerôs team or if youôd like to be involved in the game at a higher level then this course is 

well worth the time. Simple acronyms like DRS ABC and TOTAPS make it easy to learn and retain the crucial 

information.  

  

DRS ABC is for use in an emergency where someone is unconscious, be it at a car accident or due to a clash of 

heads on a field. Danger -  identify and eliminate hazards, Responsiveness -   check if the person is responsive 

by pinching their ear (do not shake or slap as that may aggravate a head injury), Send for help -  ask someone 

to call for an ambulance and to come back and let you know when they have, Airway -  check this is clear and 

open, Breathing -  check if they are breathing and CPR -  heel of your hand in the middle of the chest, then 30 

compressions and 2 breaths. Although it is best for CPR to be done by someone who is trained, the most  

important component for survival is Compressions, fast and firm and on -going until an ambulance arrives.  

 

TOTAPS is used for identifying the extent of a persons injury and means Talk, Observe, Touch, Active,  

Passive and Skills. If you have been involved in sports first aid you may already be familiar with these terms 

and what is involved in their use. If not, then 

you should attend the course to get all the 

detailed information.  

 

RICE is another useful term for dealing with 

sprains and bruises -  Rest, I ce, Compress 

and Elevate. Again the best way to under-

stand these is to attend a course.  

 

Everyone agreed that the course was very 

useful and that the three hours flew by.  

 

Note:  

This Sports First Aid course is a component of 

the First Aid Officers course and is available 

through your Zone.  

Sports First Aid course in Rugby League  Museum meeting room: 
Ian Mackintosh and Tony Kemp giving CPR watched by staff waiting 
their turn.  
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RUGBY LEAGUE FINALISTS IN 
SPORTS AWARDS  
By Rob Wakelin, Northern Zone  
Rugby League made a strong return to the Northland Sports Awards in 2010  providing finalists in three  

categories on top of the rugby league code award, a presence that was warmly received by a 300 -strong 

crowd at the Awards dinner held at the Kensington Leisure Centre.  

 

It was a night to celebrate for the Kaikohe Lions club as Rangi ñBensonò Selwyn was a finalist in the Coach of 

the Year category, the Kaikohe Lions were a finalist in the Team of the Year category and standout player 

Tane Ravlick won the Rugby League code award. Veteran administrator and current Northern Zone Board 

member Sharon Bird was a finalist in the Service to Sport award. It was pleasing to see rugby league back in 

the limelight in Northland, and the warm reception for our finalists confirmed the standing in which rugby 

league is held in the north.  

 

Rugby League nominees were:  

Rangi ñBenson Selwyn ï Finalist, Coach of the Year   Kaikohe Lions ï Finalist, Team of the Year  

Sharon Bird ï Finalist, Service to Sport award    Tane Ravlick ï Winner, Rugby League code award  

William Wiki ï Finalist, Rugby League code award   Jordan Rau ï Finalist, Rugby League code award  

L to R: Tane Ravlick, with his award and Avis Stewart and Rangi óBensonô Selwyn -  

all representing Kaikohe Lions, finalists in Team of the Year.  
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The Watene familyôs passion for the game continues 

and his son, Tuhoea Watene has worked diligently 

to keep the game alive in the Waikato. He says his 

father only got into rugby league when he met the 

daughter of the 1911 -1919 Kiwi centre, Jim  

Rukutai, whom he later married. As a youngster 

Tuhoea was named as an under -15 New Zealand 

Rugby League representative and he later revived 

the Petone Rugby League club, for which he played. 

He started and played for the College Old Boys 

Rugby League club in 1976 in Hamilton.  

 

Tuhoea, now 69 years old and living in Ngaruawa-

hia, travelled to Hamilton to organise Friday night 

sausage sizzles for four years until he had enough 

to buy a bus which he now proudly uses to drive 

young footballers to and from Ngaruawahia to  

Hamilton for games every winter. Is there another 

rugby league supporter who would dedicate as 

much time as Tuhoea does to the game?  

 

There is a third generation of the Watene family 

playing rugby league in Australia -  two of Tuhoeaôs 

grandsons are close to playing first grade. Tuhoae 

Zordan Watene, now 21, played for the Penrith 

feeder club, Windsor Wolves, in the NSW Cup in the 

curtain raiser to the NRL Grand Final at ANZ  

Stadium last October. Windsor Wolves is regarded 

as the reserve grade team to Penrith. The  

outstanding fullback could be promoted onto the 

Penrith team in 2011. His brother, Malakai (left)

Watene -Zelezniak, who turns 19 this year, played 

for Penrith 20s during 2010.  

 

It will be a great story if one or both of them  

manages to make first grade, they would become 

one of the rare families to have three generations 

who have played top grade rugby league.  

The legend of the great Maori player, Puti (Steve)  

Tipene Watene Kiwi No. 216 and NZRL Legend of 

League, lives on. Playing five tests for New Zealand 

from 1932 -  1937, he was one of the most versatile 

players the game has known. He first played for New 

Zealand when he was 19 and was the first Maori player 

to captain New Zealand.  

 

In 1929 he played for the Auckland club, City. In the 

early 1930s he founded the Manukau club which put up 

a proud record in the Auckland Rugby League  

competition, winning the Auckland championship (Fox 

Memorial trophy) in 1937, the Stormont Memorial Shield 

in 1941, 1942 and 1943 and the Roope Rooster knock-

out in 1936 and 1941.  

 

He gathered together a band of prominent Maori rugby 

union players from different parts of the North Island, 

including Rangi and Tommy Chase, Ivan Gregory, Jack 

Hemi, George Nepia, Peter (Pita) Ririnui, Tommy  

Trevarthan, Jack Brodrick, Angus Gault, Walter and 

Wilfred Brimble, all of whom became New Zealand 

rugby league representatives.  

 

On retiring from playing he continued to work for the 

game joining the New Zealand Rugby League council. 

Later in life he kept busy on Councils, and chairing the 

New Zealand Labour Party Maori Advisory committee 

and he was a Member of Parliament for Eastern Maori 

from 1963 until he died in 1967.  
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THREE GENERATIONS OF  
RUGBY LEAGUE  
By Bruce Montgomerie, Kiwis Assoc.  
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TAURANGA WHALERS 
RLC FUNDRAISER  
By TWRLC  
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attend training and general information, and if it  

entices just one new player to the club then it was all 

worthwhile.  

 

Our club has taken every opportunity offered by NZRL 

to up -skill our members by attending courses, and  

the promotion of rugby league in a positive way is 

very important to the club, right from our little  

leaguers to our ñnever say dieò attitude seniors. 

 

The club would like to give a great big shout out to 

Katchafire, 1814 and House of Shem, whom in the 

spirit of fundraising made it possible for everyone to 

attend by offering a very competitive price on the  

tickets and provided such a wicked night for all  

involved.  

 

Ara Adams -Tamatea, (DJ Ara Entertainment), Tim 

Cooper, Glenn Meikle and his hard working crew, our 

very own Lisa Te Huia who was just magic,  

Mangatawa Papamoa Blocks Inc Board and  

Tamapahore Marae, and of course our committed  

Tauranga Whalers volunteer crews.   

 

Last but not least, our massive trouble free concert 

goers who made the night effortless, !!!   

 

A successful night had by all involved. 

We look forward to making it an annual 

event!  

On Saturday 15 January 2011  the Tauranga Whalers  

held a reggae concert featuring Katchafire, 1814 and 

House of Shem  on our very own rugby league fields.  

The members were pumped with excitement, and the 

club was inundated with offers of assistance to help 

make the concert a success.  

 

Alongside the expertise of the promoters, Tauranga 

Whalers set out to make the concert a memorable 

experience for concert goers, residents, the bands, 

local authorities and rugby league mad supporters 

alike. You can imagine the thrill when the Warriors 

very own Kevin Locke was spotted in the crowd!  

 

We were honored with the presence of our other local 

rugby league clubs who came along to support us and 

attend an amazing concert by some of New Zealandôs 

leading reggae bands.  

 

An undertaking of this magnitude was not without its 

ups and downs, thankfully more ups, the club and its 

members gained some great experience during the 

journey.  

 

We took the opportunity to supply pamphlets about 

our club (est. 1986) with registrations, invitations to 



January 2011 / 22  

MINI QUIZ  
Test your Rugby League Knowledge  
 

1.  Which player now NZRL staff member was Kiwi No. 655?  

2.  What is the date of the next Kiwi test and where is it to be played?  

3.  Who competes for the Mark Graham Cup?  

4.  Who won the 2010 Albert Baskerville (right) trophy?  

5.  Which well respected league player has agreed to be a trustee for the 

League 4 Life foundation?  

6.  Which travel company has agreed to support both the NZRL and the 

League 4 Life foundation?  

7.  What are the five key values of NZRL, as per the Rugby League pledge?  

 
Hint: Check out www.nzrl.co.nz for assistance. Email your answers with your name, postal  
address and a contact number or email to philippa@nzrl.co.nz to go in the draw to win a prize.  
9ƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ п aŀǊŎƘΣ нлммΦ !ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ΨLƴ ¢ƻǳŎƘΩΦ 

R E F E R E E R U C K 

U A R S B U Z O N E I  

G D A R V T L Q X M W 

B Z N S Y F I  E L D I  

Y P C N N O F A S G S 

X L E A G U E I  D T A 

C O F T W R Y F S U  L 

V U J I  U I  H B A G I  

G I  P O T S N A X B N 

H K G N D F M L C V E 

J A U S T R A L I  A S 

WORD FIND  
Can you find  the words below, hidden 

in the square?  

League   Four   Kiwis     Nations   Australia   France  

Lines    Ball   Field     Rules   Life    Rugby  

Cup    Ruck   Zone     Win    Bag    Referee  

Hint: All words run either left to right, or top to bottom or on an angle from left top to right bottom 
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RUGBY LEAGUE MUSEUM 
7 Beasley Ave, Penrose 

 

Home of the  
Rugby League World Cup & the Four Nations trophy 

 

Open MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 
11am - 3pm Entry only $2 

 

Come and see fascinating displays  
covering every decade of rugby league  

 

Hundreds of photos, plus posters,  
jerseys, match programmes and much more 

 

Recently
 E

xpanded 
Bring the kids & the cam

era 



NZRL would like to thank the following organisations 
for their on going support:  
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Friday, May 6, 2011  

KIWIS V AUSTRALIA  

AMI Stadium, Christchurch  


