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One of the really great things about sport is it can 

make a real difference in the community, which is 

why our mantra is óMore than just a gameô when 

talking about Rugby League in New Zealand .  

 

Nowhere has this been more evident than in the 

past few weeks as New Zealand comes together to 

support those going through the most difficult times. 

Running a fun day for children in Greymouth, based 

on the Community Roots Camp programme, was one 

way we could show our support. Since then we have 

run another four camps around the country with 

more happening every weekend.  

 

These are carefully planned to include fun, skills and 

drills and backyard footy, while teaching the children 

important lessons including being sun safe by  

providing sunblock if needed, the importance of  

hydration by offering water at stations around the 

park, providing breakfast where possible, and  

finishing with food and a drink. We know that when 

children see their heroes like Ruben Wiki slip slop 

slapping they will take note and hopefully parents 

will see how easy it is to make sure children start 

the day with a healthy breakfast.  

You can see our Roots Camp story told 

in pictures on pages 4 ï 6.   

 

The Legends of League game was another wonderful 

way for league to work with the community for the 

good of the country. Highly respected players, Monty 

Betham, Tawera Nikau and Gary Freeman, who was 

actually in Christchurch when the earthquake  

happened, got an outstanding line up of quality league 

players from both sides of the Tasman together in 

Auckland on March 10 for the Legends of League game. 

The Australian players were genuine in their willingness 

to do what they could to support the cause, including 

handing back their playing jerseys (signed) so we can 

auction them on Trade Me to raise further money for 

the earthquake appeal. While it is very satisfying to 

beat them on the field, it is equally rewarding to be  

reminded of the positive relationships we have with 

them off the field. You can see some of the photos from 

the night on page 10.  

I hope you enjoy these and the other stories we are 

bringing you this month, and donôt forget to check out 

our competition on page 20, last months winner  

received an NZRL gift pack with all sorts of goodies.  
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Along with all New Zealanders, the team at NZRL are 

greatly saddened by the earthquake devastation in 

Christchurch, and like most of you I'm sure, our first 

thoughts were, "what can we do to help?"  

 

When the Legends of League charity match was 

suggested by ex Kiwiôs Gary Freeman and Monty 

Betham, the short notice and exceptionally tight turn 

around required didnôt deter the team here, who were 

excited by the opportunity of pulling the match 

together for such an amazing cause.    

 

A huge thank you to the players -  from both sides of 

the Tasman ï our sponsors, staff and the rugby 

league community for supporting the match.  All 

money raised will go straight to the Red Crosses 

official collection.   Well done too, to the two winners 

of the Trade Me auctions, their significant 

contributions will make a difference, and I know they 

enjoyed the once in a lifetime opportunity to mix it 

with some of the best. A special thank you to 

Southern Trust, Grabaseat and others who 

contributed significantly to the event.  

 

The Christchurch earthquake had a major effect on 

rugby league in the region with Rugby League Park 

sustaining severe damage. The Canterbury Rugby 

League offices are out of commission, although 

thankfully all of the staff are safe and well.  

  

With the test against Australia due to be played in 

May at AMI Stadium, it was imperative that we 

worked very closely with the AMI Stadium 

Management, VBase, to ascertain the feasibility of 

holding the game at the central city venue. 

Unfortunately, liquefaction damage to the Stadium 

has rendered it completely unusable at this point in 

time.  

In conjunction with this, it was anticipated that a large 

number of people would travel from outside the region 

to attend the test placing extra demand on already 

stretched services, so we mutually agreed the best 

course of action would be to host the Test elsewhere 

this year, with a guaranteed commitment to bringing 

the International game back to Christchurch in 2012, 

when officials believe the city will be back on its feet 

and ready to welcome visitors and their contributions 

to the local economy.  

  

Australia and NZ have never been closer than at this 

time, and in collaboration with the Australian Rugby 

League, we have decided that the 2011 May ANZAC 

test will relocate to Queensland, where we had 

originally planned to hold the 2012 Test.   

 

This is an attempt to not only contribute to Queensland 

recovery from recent devastating floods but is also a 

positive way the rugby league community can 

contribute to the strengthening of the bonds between 

our two ANZAC nations.  

 

We know that this move has disappointed some people 

however we do feel that this is the best decision for 

everyone in the long term with our primary focus, at 

this stage, being solely on those most directly affected 

by such tragic events.  

  

This is also the time of year when we prepare our 

Annual Report and hold our AGM, and I am pleased to 

say that this yearôs annual report makes for positive 

reading both on and off the field; this will be out to the 

Zones, districts and clubs at the end of March, and I 

encourage you to read it. Rugby League in NZ is 

making excellent progress and we thank you for your 

support.    

  

άhǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘέ 
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COMMUNITY ROOTS CAMPS  

MAKING LEAGUE ACCESSIBLE  

This year the camps include all that was popular in 

2010; the fun skills & drills sessions, meeting 

Ruben Wiki, seeing the World Cup and the free 

giveaway packs, plus in 2011 everyone has the 

chance to see the Four Nations trophy and thanks 

to the generosity of sponsors Goodman Fielder and 

Nestle they have also been able to have a free 

breakfast as part of the League 4 Life Healthy 

Breakfast Eaters programme.  

 

Only a few weeks into the NZRL Community Roots 

camps programme, and with a further eleven to be 

held, more than 770 children have already taken 

part.  

 

Equally impressive is the number of parents (91)who 

have taken advantage of the camps to complete the 

free Mini -Mod course which introduces them to the 

game especially designed for children under 12.  

Rotorua, Whangarei, Hawera, Palmerston North  

A day in the life of a Community Roots Camp told in pictures. 

Registrations then breakfast .... 
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Instructions then warm up with Ruben .... 

Skills and drills sessions as appropriate to their age .... 

Time for a break and a giveaway pack for the 8 years and under group  .... 
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Backyard footy .... 

Sausages and a chance to check out the cup .... 

Giveaways for the older kids, then finish the day with a group shot. 
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Upcoming Community Roots Camps  

March 19  Saturday  Te Wharau School, Graham Rd, Kaiti, Gisborne  

March 20  Sunday  HB Regional Sports Park, Percival Rd,  Hastings  

March 26  Saturday  Pelorus Trust Sports House, Seaview, Hutt City  

March 27  Sunday  Alfriston College, 550 Porchester Rd,  

Randwick Park, Manurewa  

April 2  Saturday  Mitchell Park, Seamour Pl, Tauranga  

April 9  Saturday  Wingham Park, Coal Creek, SH 6, Greymouth  

April 10  Sunday  Auckland Point School, Haven Rd, Nelson  

April 16  Saturday  Otago  

April 17  Sunday  Southland District Rugby League Clubrooms,  

Elles Rd, Invercargill  

NZRL ROOTS CAMPS  

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY  
ñOn behalf of the Highbury Whanau Centre, I want to extend our thanks to you and your team for bringing 

the Roots Camp to our facility in Highbury. It was an absolute privilege to be part of such an exciting and 

positive day for the local kids and their whanau. The feedback has been great. The kids loved it, the  

parents were rapt, and the volunteers were 'buzzing' to be part of such a positive and uplifting day.  

 

For us, it was the perfect opportunity to do our Community Development work, and to see immediate  

results. Obviously, it was fantastic to see all the kids and their whanau enjoying the resources that NZ 

League had to offer, but it was also a thrill to see our Kia ora League Men (and teens)  from this neighbour-

hood step up into volunteer positions and be the role models for the community. Your Mini/Mod training 

will definitely help to continue that work by training our people how to engage with the youth in a positive 

and structured way.  

 

Its our hope that we can continue this work .... and we know that Rugby League has a special  place in 

many disadvantaged communities. We have formed a partnership with Kia ora Rugby League 

club  to  support them to develop their club, and the game,  into a transformative tool for the boys and men 

that participate in it. We think that Sunday will inspire more people to become involved, and expect a few 

new members  for our Junior Rugby League Programme. If we can ever be of help to you again, please let 

us know -  we would welcome the opportunities for our Community. Please extend my thanks to all the 

people involved, Keri, and I look forward to seeing you again in the near future.ò Anjali Butler  
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NZRL VACANCIES  

FOOTBALL OPERATIONS MANAGER  

Kevin Bailey has been in this role with NZRL for nearly 20 years and will be a very hard man to replace. 

However he has decided the time is right to hang up his boots and we are now seeking applications from 

qualified candidates for this position. The successful applicant will have previous experience in logistics 

within a sports environment. Key tasks include: the administration and logistics of the NZRLôs National 

Zone Competition, Secondary Schools tournaments and other events on the Football Calendar including 

involvement with International match logistics and match management, processing International transfers 

and clearances.  

REFEREES MANAGER  

A focus in 2011 and beyond is the need to increase the numbers and capabilities of match officials to support 

the growth of our game. It has therefore been decided to move from a part time refereeôs co-ordinator, to a full 

time Referees Manager. The key focus for this role will be the recruitment, retention and development of more 

match officials across the game and at all grades. Previous experience in effective recruitment methods and 

developing training programmes would be an advantage, as would experience as a referee.  

ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT  

This is a full time junior role reporting to the Administration Manager. The successful applicant will be required 

to assist with the wide range of administrative tasks needed to support the continuing increase in football ac-

tivity, the further development of community programmes and the increased player participation numbers.  

Previous experience in a sporting organisation would be an advantage but is not essential.  

New Zealand Rugby League now seeks applications for the above positions. Full job descriptions can be 

downloaded at www.nzrl.co.nz/careers.  
 
Please forward your application with a covering letter, clearly indicating which role you are interested in to 

careers@nzrl.co.nz or addressed to óCareersô c/- PO Box 12 712 Penrose, Auckland.   
 
Applications close March 18, 2011.  

http://www.stepsforlife.co.nz/


LEGENDS OF LEAGUE RAISE MORE 
THAN $100,000 FOR EARTHQUAKE 

APPEAL  
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An undoubted highlight was seeing the great  

Tawera Nikau on the field despite his artificial leg; 

and as he promised he would, his former Kiwi team -

mate James Goulding did his best to try to take  

Nikauôs prosthetic off with the intention of throwing 

it away.  

 

With a group of legends helping to bring the  

players together, the New Zealand Rugby League 

was also generously supported by a number of  

organisations ï Air New Zealandós Grabaseat with 

flights, SKYCITY with accommodation, the  

Southern Trust with venue costs, Vodafone with pre

-game entertainment and also Mount Smart  

Stadium.  

     More photos overé 

A crowd of more than 6000 turned out to see a  

galaxy of rugby league talent stepping back in time 

on a night when they were aided by former  

Manchester United, Aston Villa and Chelsea football 

star Mark Bosnich as well as two Trade Me winners 

Dean Affleck from Cromwell and John Cornwell from 

Auckland. Cornwell paid $9250 to play for the  

Australian team and Affleck $8750 for his spot in the 

New Zealand line -up.  

 

What was already a special night for the two Trade 

Me men became even more memorable midway 

through the second half when, within minutes of 

each other, they each scored a try.  

 

During the game a referee carted the ball up off a 

scrum, the water boy Hugh McGahan obstructed  

Australian defenders and sprayed the ref with his  

water bottle and these legends showed theyôve lost 

little of their touch. Speed may have deserted most 

of them and many were a little bigger around the 

girth and greyer on top but their football instincts 

havenôt left them. 

 

Several are still in fine physical shape, not least 

Ruben Wiki, Monty Betham, Richie Barnett and Kevin 

Campion but what they all had in common was the 

desire to relive their younger years as a united force 

in the cause of helping the people of Christchurch.  

 

Match details:  

At Mount Smart Stadium, Auckland  
 
New Zealand Legends 32  (Joe Vagana, Ruben Wiki, 

Sam Panapa, Sean Hoppe, Dean Affleck, Jerry Seuseu 
tries; Olsen Filipaina conversion; Duane Mann conver-
sion; Sam Panapa conversion; Richie Barnett conver-
sion).  
Australian Legends 22  (David Myles, Scott Hill, Billy 
Peden, Nathan Blacklock, John Cornwell tries; Hazem 
el Masri conversion).  

Halftime: 18 -10 New Zealand.  
Crowd: 6114.  
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LESSONS OF 9/11 HELP  
MOUNTAINER SAVE 15  
By Keith Lynch, The Press  
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Haynes, a trained  

mountain guide, said he 

knew how to get the  

people down.  

Haynes, who works as an investigator for the  

Ombudsman, said after 9/11 staff installed  

emergency supplies, including rope, sledge  

hammers, axes and food in their Christchurch  

offices.  

The trapped workers smashed a window and began 

preparing to descend the side of the building to 

safety. Together with lawyer Grant Cameron, 

Haynes belayed 15 people down 3 1/2 floors to the 

top of the car park where people could walk down to 

the ground floor and escape.  

Only Haynes and two others were left at the end. "I 

said I'd get myself down last because I knew how to 

do that," Haynes said. He didn't have to.  

Fortunately he was rescued by a passing crane. "I 

don't think I'm a hero. It was fortunate that I was 

able to do what I do."  

 

Assistant Ombudsman Christopher Littlewood, who 

was among those trapped, said, "He [John] is a 

hero, that guy. John is a cool and calm fellow with 

huge experience in mountaineering. He's a person 

who rescued people from mountain sides. I knew I 

could trust him."  

John Haynes doesn't think he's a hero. After the  

devastating quake, Haynes was among 15 people 

stuck on the sixth storey of the Forsyth Barr building 

at the corner of Armagh and Colombo streets.  

"We put it to them: There was a way out. If they 

wanted to come they could. If they wanted to stay 

they could stay," Haynes said.  

The way out involved being lowered via rope about 

20 metres onto a car park, where the trapped people 

could escape onto the streets.  

"The building was going sideways, rocking and then 

the stairs collapsed from the top to the bottom  

leaving no obvious means of getting out," Haynes 

said. "The guts of the building fell down 17 storeys. 

We just had a shell of a building."  

Smoke and dust rushed through the building  

leaving 15 people trapped on the sixth floor when the 

quake hit.  

"We met and the question was what do we do? In my 

mind there was a danger the building could  

collapse. The other was of fire."  

Haynes said they could have remained "stuck there 

but nobody would know if we were OK or not. It  

became obvious we needed to get out," he said.  

 

John Haynes and Rugby League  

At university, John Haynes represented New Zealand Universities in each of the inaugural Rugby League 

ñTestsò against Australian Universities (1969). He became involved with the All Golds in 1984 when, following 

in the footsteps of Albert Baskerville, he organised the first New Zealand Universities tour of England and 

France. Then, while President of New Zealand Universities he interested other league nations in playing for a 

Students World Cup, and together with Bud Lisle and Barry Mitchell hosted the inaugural event in Auckland in 

1986, New Zealand winning. In 1990 the New Zealand Rugby League honoured him with its Distinguished 

Service Award  and in 1996 he wrote the book From All Blacks to All Golds.  

John Haynes, with Fiona,  
his wife of 37 years.  
Grahame Cox / The Press  
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CITY HONOUR BESTOWED ON 
CAYLESS  

By Chris Boulous, the Sun, Parramatta  
who has been working for Colliers International 

since he hung up the boots last year.  

ñI knew it was the right time for me to retire last 

year because I wanted to do other things ð like 

charity work ð and enjoy doing them.ò  

 

So how does life as an industrial real estate agent 

compare to life as a footballer? ñIt is different.  

People say you will have more time to spend with 

your family but you have less ð the only difference 

you arenôt sore when you play with the kids on the 

weekend,ò he said. ñI am enjoying my new job and 

learning new things. I am also still involved with 

the club in corporate sales and sponsorship.ò 

ñI havenôt missed training at all, but I have missed 

being around the guys and it will be a different 

feeling when the season starts and not being out 

there.ò  

 

Chedid said Cayless was a worthy recipient of the 

award. ñNathan has been a champion of Parramatta 

and itôs important for the city to recognise the  

contribution he has made over many years of com-

petition at the highest level,ò he said. ñHe is a 

humble man who has never forgotten his grass 

roots, and his journey from Parramatta Marist High 

School football through to representation at the 

highest possible level, is an inspiring story.ò 

For so long former Parramatta Eels and New  

Zealand captain Nathan Cayless has held the key 

to the Eels winning the premiership. Now, the  

retired Eels skipper has the key ð the key to the 

city.  

 

Cayless, 32, was  presented the award at the  

Parramatta Eels season launch last week by  

Parramatta lord mayor John Chedid.  

 

Not that he knew anything about it. ñIt was a big 

shock. I was just going to relax and see some of 

the boys and then they read my name out,ò 

Cayless told the Sun.  

 

ñIt is a real honour and a privilege to receive the 

keys to the city of Parramatta ð a place I am very 

passionate about.ò The former Wentworthville  

junior and Parramatta Marist linchpin was  

recognised for his efforts on and off the field. As 

well as a distinguished 259 -game career in the 

blue and gold, Cayless has had long associations 

with community and charity groups. He was  

recently appointed the patron of the Ronald 

McDonald House.  

 

ñIt was always something I wanted to do when I 

retired was to give more to charities so when I 

was accepted last week as the Patron of Ronald  

McDonald House; it was a big thrill,ò said Cayless, 

Nathan with his key to the city.                                   Photo: Wesley Lonergan  

Nathan played 38 tests for 

the Kiwis from 1998 ð

2008, including the 2000 

and 2008 World Cups, and 

was the  2008 winning 

captain.  

 

He also played in Tri  

Nations tournaments in 

1999, 2004 ð2006 and for 

the All Golds in 2008.  

 

A one club player, he  

captained his side for 14 

seasons and holds the  

record for most games as 

captain of any NRL team.  

 

He is married with three 

children.  
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A 6.3 magnitude earthquake is not an ideal way to start the role as the new Northern Bulldogs club  

President but Russell  Keetly  takes it all in his stride. "The timing of the earthquake wasn't ideal, but we 

have to move forward and as a club we want to get back to normality as quickly as possible," Mr Keetly 

said.  

An offer too good to refuse from another code will bring at least two sporting communities much closer  

together. "Woodend  rugby club has offered to co -share its  fields  and facilities which is great,"  Keetly  said.  

Supporters of the two different codes will be spoilt for choice on game day as the two clubs will attempt to 

combine their home games with rugby union on one field and rugby league on the other. There is also 

need to get the juniors into their teams and onto the fields.  

"We are keen to get the juniors back into their teams and playing.  Kids have had a bit of a bashing over 

the last couple of weeks and they need normality," he said.  

Canterbury Rugby Football League President Graeme Sole also believes the younger players of the league 

community need to get back into their teams to help rebuild a sense of camaraderie and companionship in 

their lives. "I think it is very important to get the kids involved and back into teams," Mr Sole said.  

As the councils attention moves from rescue and recovery to resettling the occupants of its damaged city, 

schools reopen and fields are checked for safety. "It is a fluid situation at the moment and we are playing 

things day by day," Mr Sole said. "But we are hoping to start the juniors on the first weekend of April as 

was originally planned." Kaiapoi based rugby league club, the Northern Bulldogs, will postpone their  

luncheon fundraiser out of respect for the victims of the latest 6.3magnitude earthquake.  

The luncheon, which was to be held at the Kaiapoi Working Mens club on Friday March 18, will go ahead at 

a later date. Rugby league legend Wally Lewis was the main draw card for the sold out event which was to 

help raise funds for the Bulldogs clubrooms destroyed after the September 4 earthquake.  

Rugby league stalwart and organiser of the fundraiser Frank Endacott felt postponing was the best thing to 

do considering the circumstances.  

"It is out of respect for the people who have been lost in the quake.  Everyone is hurting so  now is not 

really the time," Mr Endacott said.  

NORTHERN BULLDOGS 
CANCEL FUNDRAISER  
By Ginny Reynolds  
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FAMILIAR FACE VISITS LOCAL 
CLUB  

From Lynnie, Hawera Hawks  

 

Isaac Luke was back recently and enjoyed helping out with the training for our Hawera Hawks U/17s.   

We held our club registration recently at our NZRL Community Roots Camp and are now starting trainings for 

all our grades 7s up to 15s. 17s and seniors have been training for a few weeks already.   
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17ôs SHINE AT CRONULLA SHARKS 

TOURNAMENT  

By Marcus Reynolds, Upper Central  
deserved champions, a position that was reflected 

by five of their players making the invitational sides 

and their coach Duane Hawkins being invited to 

coach one of the invitational sides. Pacific out mus-

cled Western Suburbs from New Plymouth to take 

the title after a close fought final that  

displayed the kind of skill which showed the 500 

strong crowd that Rugby League in this country is 

in good hands.  

 

The day was organised 

as part of the Cronulla 

Sharks commitment to 

developing Rugby 

League in Taupo, which 

will act as an adopted 

home base for the next 

three years.  

 

A collaborative effort 

between the Taupo 

Phoenix Club, Upper Central Zone and League  

Legend Dave Peachey pulled everything together 

and gave local Rugby League a solid boost ahead of 

the 2011 season.  

 

Skay Rangi, President of the Taupo Phoenix club 

was delighted with the day, ñToday was a perfect 

advert for Rugby League in Taupo. The Cronulla 

Sharks and Dave Peachey have followed through on 

their promise to develop league in the local area 

and weôre looking forward to this tournament  

becoming an annual eventò. 

 

After the positive response in its first year the  

tournament organisers are already looking to  

expand the tournament in 2012, potentially moving 

to a two day format to accommodate the expected 

increase in participants. It looks like Rugby League 

in Taupo is set for continued growth.  

Sunday March 6 saw the inaugural Hisense Cronulla 

Sharks tournament being fought out by over 280 

players from 14 teams and 6 Districts across the 

central North Island. The tournament was superbly 

hosted by the Taupo Phoenix Rugby League Club in 

conjunction with the Cronulla Sharks and offered our 

top 17ôs sides bragging rights from the yearôs first 

pre -season hit out.  

 

There was an additional incentive for the players, 

with the unique  

opportunity to be 

selected in two  

invitational sides 

that will play the  

curtain raiser to the 

Sharks vs Warriors 

NRL game due to be 

played in Taupo on 

April 3. This  

explained the high 

standard of Rugby League on show and the dogged 

determination every team showed throughout the 

day.  

 

When the final whistle went it was the Pacific Rugby 

League Club from Tokoroa that emerged as            
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UNSCRAMBLE THE PHRASE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Email your answer with your name, postal address and a contact number or email to philippa@nzrl.co.nz to go in the draw 
ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƛȊŜΦ 9ƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ мΣ нлммΦ !ƴǎǿŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ΨLƴ ¢ƻǳŎƘΩΦ 

H S N T I  S E P A Y D 

A Y E N S T N A R M R 

D D D U M A A R A W I  

D N E O A D B R P E A 

I  E A M R I  S A R S U 

F Y L L T U I  M O T R 

T O L L K M R A C P O 

K R A P I  C B T N A T 

Y R I  A D K U T U C O 

F A R M E R S A S Y R 

E L T S A C W E N A K 

AROUND THE GROUNDS  
Can you find the words below, hidden in the 

square?  

Hint: Slightly more difficult than last month,  words run forward & backwards, up & down & on the angle in all 
directions. 

Last Months Answers: 1 . Ruben Wiki, 2. May 6, 2011 AMI Stadium, 3. National Zone Competition 17s  

4. Auckland Premiers, 5. Lance Hohaia, 6. Flight Centre, 7. Integrity, Respect, Leadership, Courage, Passion  

AMI   STADIUM   MOUNT EDEN   SYDNEY  TOLL 
SKILLED  WESTPAC  SMART NEWCASTLE  AUCKLAND  BRISBANE  
DAIRY  FARMERS  PARK  SUNCORP  ROTORUA  PARRAMATTA
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RUGBY LEAGUE MUSEUM 
7 Beasley Ave, Penrose 

 

Home of the  
Rugby League World Cup & the Four Nations trophy 

 

Open MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 
11am - 3pm Entry only $2 

 

Come and see fascinating displays  
covering every decade of rugby league  

 

Hundreds of photos, plus posters,  
jerseys, match programmes and much more 

 
Contact Don Hammond, Curator on 571 3857 
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