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As well as the items in this monthôs magazine there is 

now good local and regional coverage of rugby league 

to be found in various league newsletters and  

websites.  

 

Wellington put out óPass It Onô and Upper Central has 

recently started óFront Upô.  Our own Coaching and 

Development Manager Dan Floyd puts out an e -

magazine especially for coaches, which you can see 

on our website www.nzrl.co.nz/coaching/e -coach -

news . Links to club, district and Zone websites can be 

found via the About Us area on our website.  

Contact the Zones directly if youôd like to be added to 

their email list.  

 

This month we auctioned a number of the Legends of 

League playing jerseys on Trade Me with great  

success and we hope to offer more in the near future.  

 

As a part of the process of assisting our rugby league 

family in Christchurch a lot of work has gone into  

creating a wonderful weekend of family fun for those 

fortunate enough to be chosen to go.  

We worked with our partners Flight Centre to put  

together some very affordable packages for those who 

want to go and are in a position to pay their way.  

Having stayed at the cheapest accommodation option 

listed I think these are a really great deal for the price.  

The Community Camps are drawing to a close, and 

have been even more successful than in 2010, which 

shows just how passionate people are about the game 

in the regions. Best of all hundreds of new children and 

their parents have been introduced to the joys of rugby 

league. You can read some great positive feedback on 

page 5.  

This month youôll see a noticeboard (page 17), if you or 

your club or district has a message you need to get out 

to people then drop me an email and Iôll try and include 

it there.  

Finally on our Communications page (page 21) youôll 

find a couple of fun activities for the school holidays.  I 

hope you enjoy both the puzzles and the holidays, if 

you donôt have a break at least enjoy the reduced  

traffic on the roads.  
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As you will be aware we held our Annual General 

Meeting in March. This was very well attended and we 

were pleased to receive positive feedback from  

members as to our progress in the past 12 months.  

 

It was good to hear the support for the team at NZRL 

as we work to deliver on our Game Plan. As you will 

see from our review of 2010 we have made good pro-

gress but we still have a long way to go.  

 

As we meet with not only members of our greater 

league family but also existing and potential sponsors 

it is pleasing to hear they are aware of the changes we 

have made especially with regards to transparent  

communications and living our values and their  

support has been very positive.    

 

We are now looking forward to the May test, and are 

well down the path of planning and preparation for 

both the National Competition and the National  

Secondary Schools tournament, which both kick off in  

August.  

 

We are delighted to announce that Sky TV will  

broadcast the National Secondary Schools tournament 

and screen a highlights package at the end of the  

competition. We hope this will help to raise the  

tournament to a new level.  

 

Tony, Dan and the team in the Football Department 

have worked hard to ensure that the football calendar 

is full, with courses being held somewhere around the 

country every weekend. You can find out more about 

these on our website in the Our Schedule area.  

A year ago we started the Elites Camps which are 

held in Auckland and Australia and aimed at  

capturing the hearts and minds of our elite players 

where ever they are based.  This programme, which 

brings together future Kiwi prospects and past Kiwi 

players to talk about pride in the jersey and the Kiwi 

brotherhood, as well as how to prepare for a  

representative jersey is already providing dividends.  

Earlier this month, the Sydney Morning Herald  

reported that when Ricky Stuart sat down to name a 

future NSW State of Origin side he said, ñthere are a 

lot of young Australia based blokes aligned to NZ, 

and they make that choice early in life.ò  They also 

stated that NZ is the new league powerbase at the 

expense of Brisbane and this will cause future  

Australian selectors headaches as our players are  

electing to play for NZ. Former Kiwi Monty Betham 

warned that we have always had superior athletes 

and now this is combined with better coaching and 

coaching camps, our players are going to stick with 

NZ.  

 

This is what we hoped for when we put the Elites 

Camps together and I am sure you will agree it is 

very positive progress for rugby league in NZ.  

 

2010 was a step in the right direction and we have 

developed our 2011 focus which will build on this. If 

you want to hear more about what we achieved in 

2010 and our plans for 2011 then please come along 

to one of our Game Plan Update meetings. Everyone 

is welcome and questions are encouraged. We look  

forward to seeing you there.  

άƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
the changes we have made especially 
with regards to transparent  

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ έ 

Game Plan Update Meetings  

 

Mid Central    Monday   11 April   Taranaki  

Upper Central   Wednesday  13 April   Gisborne  

Counties Manukau  Thursday   14 April  

Northland    Wednesday  20 April  

Mid Central    Wednesday  27 April   Manawatu  

Mid Central    Thursday   28 April   Hawkes Bay  

Upper Central   Tuesday   10 May   Waikato  

Upper Central   Wednesday  11 May   Bay of Plenty  

TBC: Auckland, Otago, Southland, Christchurch, West Coast, Tasman  
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COMMUNITY CAMPS JUST GET 

BIGGER AND BIGGER  

By Marcus Reynolds, Upper Central GM  

at a tackle bag twice their size! Rugby League 

clearly showed that as a product it was as good 

as any sport on offer.  

 

302 kids is the highest number in New Zealand so 

far, so Rugby League is getting some definite 

traction in the Coastline Districtò says Marcus 

Reynolds, GM of the Upper Central Zone.  

 

ñIôd say that we had the largest number of  

parents along as well, which shows that the  

community are starting to believe in Rugby 

League.ò 

 

Counting the parents wasnôt too hard, most of the 

dads were watching their boys and girls enjoy the 

drills set up throughout the park, whilst most of 

the mums followed Ruben Wiki. The number of 

mums following Wiki magically grew when the 

sun came out and his shirt came off.  

 

The day finished with giveaways, a sausage  

sizzle and hundreds of photos with Wiki. Next 

year the Roots Camp will be back again and 

Coastline will have another chance to show its 

support.  

If quality is measured by smiles then the NZRL 

Community Roots Camp held in Tauranga last  

Saturday was the best yet. 302 children aged  

between 5 -12 years old converged on Mitchell 

Park to be put through their paces by Ruben Wiki 

and New Zealand Rugby League staff.  

 

The Community Roots Camps are an New Zealand 

Rugby League initiative designed to promote the 

game and provide children with the opportunity to 

play the game in a safe and fun environment.  

 

As well as having drills set up Ruben Wiki, the 

Rugby League World and Four Nations Cups come 

on the road.  

 

The 302 attendees was almost matched by the 

number of parents that came along to catch a 

glimpse of the Rugby League World Cup and check 

out whether Rugby League is as much fun as  

people say it is.  

 

With the rain staying away and a well organised 

day laid on the smiles were countless, thereôs 

nothing quite like a 5 -year old hurling themselves 
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Upcoming Community Roots Camps  

April 17  Sunday  

9.30am  

Southland District Rugby League Clubrooms,  

Elles Rd, Invercargill  

April 18  Monday  

9.30am  

Kensington Oval, Dunedin  

NZRL ROOTS CAMPS  

POSITIVE FEEDBACK CONTINUES  

 

I have just completed the mini and mod coaches course today with Tony Kemp. ñWowñ is how I can explain my 
experience. Tony was absolutely fantastic and has given me so much enthusiasm. 
  

On his advice I have also just completed the modules Taking Off into Rugby League Coaching and Safety Net.  
I wait now eagerly to be able to get a coaching position (hopefully with my sons team) within our club. 
  

Thank you to NZRL, we love rugby league and are now so happy to become a part of it, and would love to make a 
difference even to just one child. 
  

Kind Regards, Colin  

Children start the camp with breakfast.          Coaches listen and take notes during Mini -Mod course.  

Thank you for the opportunity for my son to participate in such an awesome day, He had so much fun and he made 
a lot of friends that will be making my house a Zoo. 
 
He came home feeling more confident about playing League (showing that while he was watching the Warriors 
game later the next day) and getting out there to know new people and ironically he got to meet a cousin that I 
have not seen in a while. 
 
Kind Regards, Georgina 
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FOOTBALL DEPARTMENT WORKS 

WITH TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS  

McKenzie and Willie Uili from AUT are working with 

the NZRL Football department.  

Chloe, in her third year of her degree says ñTony 

Kemp came and spoke to our class last year and I 

was really impressed. He made working for the 

NZRL sound like a really exciting opportunity.ò  

 

ñHe talked about the learning experience and the 

opportunities I would have. The fact that it is a  

National Sporting Organisation is a real bonus.ò 

 

Willie, also a third year said ñIôm a sports fan, and 

the opportunity to work in a National Sporting  

Organisation is huge. Iôm really enjoying the  

culture of the organisation, Iôve been working on 

the Community camps and Iôm looking forward to 

attending more of the events this year.ò 

Immediately following the presentation this week 

Dan had already received requests for 2012  

placements from the students at AUT.  

Dan Floyd, Coaching and Development Manager 

swapped the office for the lecture theatre this 

week, returning to AUT ( from where he had 

graduated in 2004), to give a guest lecture to  

students taking the School and Community paper 

as part of their three year Sport and Recreation 

degree.  

 

Dan gave a presentation to the students which 

covered everything from the NZRL Game Plan, the 

Football Calendar, the range of camps we run  

including Roots, Hearts and Elites and the new 

Coaching Pathway, as well as information about 

League 4 Life and the Club Development  

programmes. He talked about working in a  

National Sporting organisation, and discussed the 

student placement programme at NZRL.  

Janine Shepherd, from the School and Community 

Sport programme at AUT Manukau said, ñYour 

presentation was pitched just right and the  

students now have a really good example of a  

National Sporting Organisation that 

has completely turned itself around 

through a clever strategic plan that 

is already seeing outcomes 

achieved.ò  

 

ñThe students and I were  

particularly impressed with your 

new Coaching Pathway and the 

successful Community Roots  

Programmes; these will be great 

examples of sports development 

that the students can use in their 

assignments and exams.ò 

 

Each year third year students seek 

a work placement as part of their 

programme, and this year Chloe 
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COACHING PROGRAMME UPDATE  
RUGBY LEAGUE NORTHLAND  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  May 29th  

¶ International Games Course -  May 1st  

Key Contact: Rob Wakelin: rob@nzrl.co.nz or 021 273 6975  

 
AUCKLAND / COUNTIES MANUKAU  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  April 6th, 13th, 18th and 27th  

¶ International Games -  April 10th and 17th  

¶ Senior Club Coach -  November  

Key Contact: Bluey McClennan:  bluey@aucklandleague.co.nz or 021 712 231  

 
UPPER CENTRAL  

Waikato  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  April 6th, 13th, May 1st,  

¶ International Games -  April 10th, 24th, Nov 5th  

Key Contact: John Devonshire: johnD@sportwaikato.org.nz or 027 475 7510  

 

BOP / Coastline  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate ð April 2nd, 3rd, 10th, 14th, 17th  

¶ International Games ð April 10th, May 1st, 15th, 22nd  

Key Contact: Len Reid: lenr@sportbop.co.nz or 021 433 722  

 

MID CENTRAL  

Taranaki                                       
¶ International Games -  May 10th, 17th  

Key Contact: Alan Jackson: Alan@sporttaranaki.org.nz or 027 254 5002  

 

Manawatu  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  TBC 

¶ International Games -  May 1st  

Key Contact: Keri Gardiner: keri@nzrl.co.nz or 021 272 6975  

 

WELLINGTON  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  TBC 

Key Contact: Alex Smits: Alex@wrl.org.nz or 021 034 1398  

 

 

SOUTH ISLAND  
Tasman                                      

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  April 10th  

¶ International Games -  April 17th  

Key Contact: Andrew Samuela: trldevelop-

ment@yahoo.com or 027 -2490739  

 

West Coast  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  April 9th  

Key Contact: Phil Campbell: gmthcars@xtra.co.nz  

 

Otago  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  April 18th  

¶ International Games -  May 8th  

Key Contact: Grant Milne: grantotagotouch@xtra.co.nz or  

021 -2868262  

 

Southland  

¶ Mini Mod Certificate -  April 17th  

¶ International Games -  March 26th  

Key Contact: Teaukura  Moetaua: teaukura 

@mediasport.co.nz  

mailto:teaukura@mediasport.co.nz
mailto:teaukura@mediasport.co.nz
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NRL REFEREES COACH VISITS 

AUCKLAND  
In mid November 2010 the NRL announced that it would replace long time referees boss Robert Finch with 

two Referees Coaches; each would be given specific duties within the role which would play to their personal 

strengths. On his visit to Auckland this month, ex first grade player and Coach, Stuart Raper confirmed that 

this system appears to be working well. While Bill Harrigan takes the lead on rules, appointments and  

performance reviews, Stuart takes the lead on training, club liaison and skill work, giving the referees  

information and training on effective communication, seeing the game from the playerôs perspective, and 

how it is for coaches. This balance appears to be working well with fewer complaints about refereeing in the 

first few rounds of the 2011 competition.  

 

While in NZ, Raper met with senior NZRL staff to discuss 

development opportunities and pathways for NZRL 

match officials to progress into the NRL system. He said 

that the meeting achieved a lot and he gained an under-

standing of how things run in NZ, which he said is very  

professional. One of the outcomes of the meeting is that 

high performing match official Shane Rehm will travel to 

Sydney shortly for further professional development.  

 

Raper (right), son of Australian legend John Raper, 

played for Cronulla in the mid 80ôs, then with Oldham in  

England, and with the Wests Magpies in Australia. He 

coached English team Castleford for five years before 

moving to Wigan and then did a three year stint as 

coach of Cronulla. Following this he spent three years 

working with Fox Sport in an expert comments role and 

worked as a consultant to the NRL Referees. His  

experience as both a coach and a player has proved  

invaluable in his new role.  

 

In order to better prepare the referees for the high  

intensity demands of the game, they took the referees to 

the NRL clubs to join in training during the off season, 

which had the added benefit of allowing both the players 

and the referees the chance to get to know each other 

and reduce the óus and themô mentality. 

 

Raper has worked hard to have open communication with the coaches and believes it is very important to 

give them a better appreciation of the referees, to remind them that there will always be human error, but 

that they are always working to reduce these errors. To this end the referees have lengthy video review  

sessions each week and changes have been made to the dual referee system to give more responsibility to 

the senior referee. Their focus in 2011 has been to go back to the basics; to clean up the ruck, make sure 

scrums are packed correctly so that backlines have a chance to move the ball, ensure everyone is on -side 

from kickoff and that line drop outs are taken from behind the line.  

 

Raper says he is always concerned about how changes to either the rules or guidelines will affect the players 

and the coaches, and says they aim to ñcontrol the controllablesò, such as being on-side from kick off. The 

bottom line is they want referees to contribute to the high quality game of Rugby League . 
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AUCKLAND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

KIWI LEAGUE TAG COMPETITION  
By Brian McClennan, Auckland Rugby League  

The day went very well. It was great weather and 

there was a good attitude by all involved.  

 

Senior Competition  

Auckland Girls Grammar defeated Waitakere  

College. AGGS were tournaments favourites and 

retained their crown. Waitakere beat Aorere to 

make final which was a good effort.  

 

Aorere College defeated St Pauls Boys. Aorere 

were very strong throughout the tournament. Red 

hot favourites and delivered when it counted.  

St Pauls Boys defeated Wesley College in Semi  

Finals to advance through to finals.  

 

This was a very successful tournament. We got a 

good spread of colleges and it allowed them to see 

the synergies with Rugby League. The kids love  

playing this game and best of all, both boys and 

girls can play. Itôs a safe way of playing and was 

very popular, with forty five teams competing over 

the two days. We need to make sure that every-

one in New Zealand sports understands it is a 

modified form of Rugby League.  

 

Junior Competition  

Aorere College girls defeated St Marys College. 

Aorere were very skilful and were red hot  

favourites. It was a tremendous effort for St Marys 

to make the finals on their first attempt.  

 

Aorere College boys defeated Papatoetoe College. 

Aorere College were firm favourites having  

progressed through the rounds easily. Papatoetoe 

did well making the finals considering they were 

not tipped to feature in top four.  
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RUGBY LEAGUE NORTHLAND LEAD 

WAY WITH LEAGUENET TRAINING  
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Knowing you have 1,000 players in your region will no 

longer convince a sponsor to invest in the game, you 

must be able to produce a professional report to prove 

it, and this is where LeagueNet is at its best.  

 

Juanita Hool, chairperson said ñWe were very excited 

about coming to Auckland to spend some time with 

Carmen and LeagueNet and once we got there we 

were pleasantly surprised by it's capabilities.    

 

ñFor our purposes the database will be an operating 

tool that is going to allow us to participate with what 

goes on around the rest of the country so we're really 

looking forward to that.   One of our  main focuses will 

be to have our information up to date and available 

online.ò  

LeagueNet is the way of the future and NZRL is  

committed to its use and success. We want to help 

you to benefit from it also, so if the only thing  

stopping you from following the example of Juanita, 

Sharon and the team at Rugby League Northland is 

lack of knowledge then please get in touch with  

Carmen Taplin at NZRL to arrange your training.  

Thanks to the advent of LeagueNet, an online  

registration and processing system, we can now 

benefit from all the advantages technology has to 

offer at a Zone, District and Club level.  

 

This internet based system allows all your players 

to be registered and then their progress tracked 

wherever they go.  

 

Initially the player needs to be set up in the data-

base with the usual information, first and last 

name, address, various contact details and date 

and place of birth. Although a little time  

consuming to key at first, once the information is 

in -  the system really comes into its own. From 

then on you can produce a form for each  

individual and once a year give it to them to check 

and update their details. If there are no changes, 

you only need to click a button and they are  

registered for the new season. Changes are easily 

made and players transferring in and out bring 

their records with them.  

 

Once data is in LeagueNet there is one touch 

email generation for inter district and  

trans -Tasman clearances, much quicker than the 

old multiple faxes system; players progress can 

be tracked for development purposes and the  

assessment of development fees; simple one 

touch reporting, replacing cumbersome manually  

prepared excel reports, can tell the club, district 

and Zone everything from the number of players 

in their region to the age and gender breakdown 

of their player membership. They can create one 

touch player transfer reports and set up  

competitions simply and easily.  

 

It is critical that this information is entered into 

the system on a nationwide basis as it has an  

impact on all planning, from how many grounds 

are needed in various regions, to how many  

referees are going to be needed at a senior level 

in the future and equally importantly, for  

sponsorship purposes.  

 

L to R: Ma -Lisa Kaka (standing), Sharon Bird, Secretary 
& Juanita Hool, Chairperson with Carmen Taplin, NZRL.  



SWINDONôS CROSS- CODE  

CHALLENGE  

By Martyn Wakeley  
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more trys, through Nathan Waite and Jermaine  

Edwards, to take a 24 -6 lead and control of the game. 

St George also picked up a few knocks so their 51 

year old Chairman, Tony Ellis, took to the field to 

make up the numbers.  

 

The 4 th  quarter was back to league rules and St 

George were back on familiar ground and started to 

attack the Swindon Rugby Union defensive line, which 

held firm until Neil Greenwood slipped the net to score 

St Georgeôs 2nd  try.  

 

St George allowed the referee to enjoy the fun by 

kicking the conversion. Swindon Rugby Union finished 

the game by scoring a rugby league try by Cameron 

Baxter and the game finished 30 -12 to Swindon Rugby 

Union.  

 

Swindon St George hooker Alan Scarborough was 

named Man of the Match.  

 

Tony Ellis, Swindon St George Chairman, said ñIôd like 

to thank everyone who supported this event. It was a 

great day and both clubs hope to make it an annual 

event.ò 

Swindon Rugby Union and Swindon St George 

Rugby League played a cross -code game to raise 

funds for the New Zealand Earthquake Appeal.  

 

A sunny afternoon helped bring the crowds out to 

enjoy the rugby on display.  

 

The match was split into four 20mins quarters. The 

1st  quarter was played under league rules. It was a 

very evenly matched start with both sides being 

excellent in defence.  

 

St George twice tackled Swindon Rugby Union into 

touch just before they crossed the try line before 

Mike Thorpe scored to give St George a 6 -0 lead.  

 

The 2 nd  and 3 rd  quarters were played under union 

rules. Both sides competed well in the 2 nd  quarter 

even though St George struggled with some as-

pects of union and spent a lot of time defending. 

Richard White and Luke Dicks scored for Swindon 

Rugby Union to give them a 12 -6 half time lead.  

 

In the 3 rd  quarter Swindon Rugby Union scored two 

Over £4,000 was raised and donated to the Red Cross to help the effort in Christchurch. This was achieved 

with only 11 days of planning and three days of events. As well as the cross code match there were  

collections, displays, cake stalls, auctions, raffles, NZ theme night, advertising, prize  

donations, and amazing community spirit. The weather and the generosity from people in 

Swindon, was just superb.  

 

Dozens of  organisations donated time and items including local and Super League clubs, 

radio stations and media outlets, cubs, scouts, schools and pubs.  

 

These fundraising efforts were driven by the Swindon Clubs and Rachel Rowson of Kiwis and Co and on  

behalf of New Zealand Rugby League weôd like to express our thanks. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/wmg/Kiwi.gif&imgrefurl=http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/wmg/kiwi.html&usg=__1zgpNM4Uc9aOroXeIuYnDiwD-zg=&h=282&w=260&sz=9&hl=en&start=21&sig2=XjlSOltSWhDrb_AhGPSv9w&zoom=1&tbnid=9WuDlBPFiC


NZRL LIFE MEMBER RECEIVES 
MZNM  

By Carey Clements  
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Before moving north, Jim also coached the Wellington 

side for several years in the late 1960ôs which included 

a provincial Quadrangular Tournament in Dunedin in 

1968.  

 

After his move, Jim got involved in the game at  

provincial level again before going onto the NZRL 

Board in 1982 in the same year he became manager 

of the Kiwis. Jim remained manager of the Kiwis until 

1985 during an exciting time when the charisma of 

coach Graham Lowe and some outstanding,  

unexpected victories over the old enemy of Australia 

made the public sit up and pay attention.  

 

Jim remained on the NZRL Board until 1992 after  

having being made a Life Member two years earlier.  

 

After a lifetime in league, he no longer is actively  

involved in the game, but given any spare time, he 

will head off to Mt Smart to watch a game or from his 

chair in his own home.  

It was ironic that after being involved with rugby 

league for more than five decades, Jim Campbell 

should receive the MNZM in the New Yearôs  

Honours List this year not for services to the 13 a -

side code, but to his other great love, surf life -

saving.  

 

A Life Member of the NZRL for the past 21 years, 

Jimôs story with league began in Australia as a boy 

in Sydney where he went onto play for the Eastern 

Suburbs Club in the first grade, long before it was 

known as the NRL. Along the way he played 

against the legendary Australian player Clive  

Churchill as well as against the St George Club, 

who won eleven successive premierships, starting 

in 1956.   

 

Jim however soon left behind St George, Sydney, 

to St George, Wellington, when he immigrated to 

New Zealand in 1957. He went on to play for the 

club for another three seasons before turning his 

attention to refereeing in 1961.  

 

He remained a member of the Wellington Rugby 

League Referees Association until 1971 when he 

shifted north to Auckland in the same year he was 

made a Life Member of the Association after 

spending the last few years as chairman.  

   Jim with legend Clive Churchill         Jim with Wellington Referees Assoc 1970    Refereeing Auckland v Waikato  

                      in 1970 , with Kiwi Roger Bailey  
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LEGENDS OF LEAGUE GAME  

PROVIDES MORE POSITIVES FOR 

GAMES SUPPORTERS  

Following the game a number of signed players jerseys were auctioned on Trade Me.  

Sixteen players jerseys and a signed referees jersey sold for a total of $5,252.10. Trade 

Me very generously waived all the listing and success fees meaning 100% of the sale 

price is for charity.  

 

Feedback from the buyers who ranged from a number of Christchurch locals to a  

passionate Brisbane based Bulldogs fan has been overwhelmingly positive.  

 ñGreat charity, Jersey well worth every Dollar !!!ò & ñGreat trader. Really happy with the 

jersey. Cheers.ò 

A big thank you to everyone who was involved with this great cause, and keep an eye 

out as more jerseys will be for sale shortly.  

Dear Gary, I would like to thank you for all the hard work and time you put into the Legends of League 

game played between New Zealand and Australia at Mt Smart last month.  

 

I was lucky enough to be there on the night. The atmosphere was fantastic! I cannot remember ever 

enjoying a game of league more. It was awesome to see Tawera Nikau out there, considering the  

difficulties and tragedies he has had to overcome.  

 

The banter between the two teams was something well worth watching.  The spirit the game was played 

in was obvious to anyone who was in the crowd.  

 

I know how much pride players take in representing 

their country and wearing their national colours, so 

to see the Australian team give up their national  

colours to play in Red for Canterbury was very  

moving.  

 

I watched with admiration your interaction with the 

crowd (particularly the children) at every  

opportunity you got. Lifting children over the fence 

onto the field to have photos taken with you etc.   

 

I have no doubt that by the end of the game, you 

would have been exhausted, yet still you made 

yourself available to as many people as possible.   

I am sure you were the last player to leave the field at the end of the match. What a shining example 

you set to anyone who was there! Luckily for the people of Canterbury, there are people of your calibre 

who were willing to give up their time to train and turn up to play on the night.  It was a privilege for 

me to be there.  

 

Hopefully there will be other Legends of League games in the future, albeit not for such tragic reasons.  

Again, Gary, thank you for all you did to make this possible.  I wish you all the best.  

 

Kind regards, Christie  
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More packages available, see our website for details www.nzrl.co.nz/kiwis - match - schedule  



TOOK HITS FOR CANTABRIANS  
By Daniel Silverton, Howick & Pakuranga 

Times  
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FEELING the full force of a lock forward -cum -boxerôs shoulder in the midriff may sound like a nightmare, but 

for one long - time leaguie it was part of a dream come true.  

John Cornwell, of Dannemora, made a winning bid of $9250 to line up 

against his countrymen in the Legends of League charity match, which 

raised more than $150,000 for the Christchurch earthquake appeal.  

The game was played between New Zealand and Australian  

invitational XIIIs and featured stars of yesteryear such as Ruben Wiki, 

Stacey Jones and Hugh McGahan, and was organised primarily by  

former Kiwis Gary Freeman, Monty Betham and Nigel Vagana.  

Cornwell, 42, says he was determined to win the TradeMe auction for a 

spot on the Australian team so he could try and tackle the players heôd 

watched for so long.   

ñI had a limit in mind of what I could spend, but letôs just say that was 

exceeded,ò he told the Times. ñThen from the minute I won the  

auction I was thinking ówhat have I got into?ò 

Cornwell, whose company Scott Electrical is a business supporter of 

the NZ Warriors and Howick Hornets, had just over 24 hours to pre-

pare for the big match at Mt Smart  

Stadium on March 10.  ñIt was bloody nerve-racking.ò 

His butterflies werenôt helped when the Kiwi team started being put 

through their paces by Warriorsô waterboy Wiki.  ñWhen Ruben was 

taking the warm -up, my team just watched. Most of the Kiwi guys are 

still great athletes.ò 

At 170cm and 82kg, Cornwell was giving up plenty of size to opponents such as Joe Vagana and Jerry Seuseu. 

He says the national anthem and being inside the inner sanctum of the changing room before the game were 

some of the best parts of the experience.  

 

ñThere was so much banter and everyone was giving and copping a bit of stick. Then Monty Betham called me a 

turncoat and said he was going to smash me.ò 

And smash him he did, with the tackle making the number three spot in the Smashed ôEm Bro segment on 

Prime TV sports show The Crowd Goes Wild . Shortly after, while playing second row after starting at hooker, 

Cornwell was assisted to a ñgimmeò try by some flimsy defence, but the preceding hit and fading fitness saw 

him miss the conversion from next to the posts. ñ 

Most of the tackles werenôt full-on, but there was definitely some competitiveness out there.ò Despite just  

getting over the bruises, Cornwell says heôd definitely put his hand up should the opportunity arise again. 

ñItôs a great way to raise some money for a good cause and let someone live their dream.ò 

 

BRAVE BENEFACTOR: John Cornwell, of  
Dannemora, paid nearly $10,000 for a spot in the 
Legends of League charity match.  Times photo 
Wayne Martin. 
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NOTICEBOARD  

Does your club or district have any old sets of  

jerseys for new teams starting up in Gisborne? People 

at the local roots camp have teams but no playing 

gear so any assistance would be much appreciated. The 

comp. starts at end of April. They are senior teams who are 

part of a 7 -8 team winter competition.  If you can help please 

email Tony @ bopkiwisport@nzrl.co.nz.  

 

If you have any other spare jerseys that might suit one of our 

teams do let us know so we can find them a new home too.  

I'm hoping to get hold of the  

following game programme:  

It was the Kiwi World Cup 13  

versus the Northern Invitation 13 held at 

Rugby Park, Hamilton on Thursday Sept 

29th, 1988. If you can help Jan please 

email her at  jan_rick@xtra.co.nz. 

Howick Hornets Jubilee. Come Join the Celebrations!  

Friday June 10 -  Mix and Mingle, Saturday June 11 -  

Jubilee Dinner, Sunday June 12 -  Family Fun Day. For a 

registration form to join the Hornets as they celebrate 

their 50 years please email hornets50th@gmail.com or call  

Annette 027 476 2075. Theyôll also be selling t-shirts, polos 

and hats from the clubrooms and they have a Facebook group.  

Facebook is a great way to keep up to date with your favourite organisations. You can 

keep up with NZRL by opting to óLikeô our official Facebook page. Weôre at 

 New Zealand Rugby League (NZRL).  If you have been along to one of our  

Community Camps 

then you might see photos of 

yourselves and your children 

in one of our albums. There 

are photos from Rotorua and 

Whangarei, Palmerston North 

and Thames, Auckland,  

Hastings, Counties and the 

biggest camp of all in  

Tauranga. Thanks to everyone 

who has supported these 

camps.  

The National Secondary Schools Rugby League tournament kicks off in Auckland in 

August. If youôd like your school to be a part of this, please visit our website and 

get all the information youôll need including dates and the registration form.  In an 

exciting development, this year the tournament will be televised via a highlights 

package on Sky TV. Visit our website here www.nzrl.co.nz/national -secondary -schools to 

find out more and to get involved.  

Rugby League Northland is now seeking applications for two Appointed Director positions. The 

Appointments Panel is charged with ensuring the Board has collective skills and experience in 

commerce, finance and marketing, and a knowledge of, and experience in, the sport of rugby 

league.  Board members will also need to have effective decision -making skills, well developed 

relationship management skills and sound judgement. Applications forms can be supplied on request to 

rob@nzrl.co.nz. All applications will be treated in strict confidence and must include a CV, covering  

letter and a completed application form. Applications should be sent to the General Manager, Rugby 

League Northland, PO Box 12 712, Penrose, Auckland 1642 to be received no later than 5pm on  

Thursday, 21 April 2011 . 



NZRL SUPPORTS HEALTHY  
LIFESTYLE CHOICES  
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One of the focuses of the Community Camps was to remind families of 

the importance of eating a healthy breakfast. Breakfast is an  

essential start to the day; it refuels childrenôs brains as well as their 

bodies. Cereals with milk provide  carbohydrate, some protein, B  

vitamins, fibre and calcium. Add fruit to that and thereôs more fibre 

plus a wider range of vitamins and minerals.  

It's unlikely you'll need added vitamins and minerals in a cereal if 

you're eating a balanced diet which includes fruit, vegetables and  

cereals as well as meat or other protein foods, as they will provide  

vitamins and minerals in a form more readily absorbed by the body. 

Earlier this year, Consumer magazine compared 26 breakfast cereals  

specifically aimed at children and found that over half 

of them were at least 1/3 sugar. Look for products 

with less than 15g of sugar per 100g, or if they con-

tain dried fruit up to 25g per 100g.  

Remember no matter what they choose, the most  

important thing to remember about breakfast for  

children is to ensure they have it.  

For more information on the benefits of breakfast visit 

the Healthy Food website www.healthyfood.co.nz.  

NZRL is also a strong supporter of helping people to become smoke free.  We are working with clubs to 

extend the smokefree environment to include sidelines and club carparks in order to set the best  

possible example for our children. Some parents underestimate the level of influence they have over 

their children's decisions around smoking. Parents' smoking and their attitudes about smoking are key 

influences in predicting whether children and young people will start and continue to smoke.  

New Zealand research shows students who had at least one parent who smoked were three times  more 

likely to be daily smokers, compared with those whose parents did not  smoke. It is estimated that  

people who die of a smoking - related disease lose, on average, 15 years of life.  Smoking is worse than 

you think! In New Zealand, and internationally, tobacco is the single leading cause of preventable death.  

For more information please visit the website www.facethefacts.org.nz/facts  
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BRAIN TEASERS  
Just for fun  
 

Q1:  You are racing two other players for the ball, just before the try line you pass the player who is in  

 second place, where do you finish in the race for the ball?  

 

Q2:   I donôt have any special powers but I can predict the score of any league game before it begins. How 

 can I do this?  

 

Q3:   What are the next three letter in the following sequence? J, F, M, A, M, J, J, A,__,__,_  

 

Q4:  Jimmyôs mother had four children, she named the first Monday, named the second Tuesday. The 

 third is named Wednesday, what is the name of the fourth child?  

 

Q5.   Which is heavier, a kg of referee whistles or a kg of touchies flags?  

 

Q6:  I have no feet but I can run. I give you health and give you fun! What am I?  

 

KIWIS FACES  
Can you work out whose faces make up these 

handsome fellows ?  

Last Months Answer:  RUGBY LEAGUES GAME PLAN MORE THAN JUST A GAME  

Answers in next months issue.  
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NEW ZEALAND 

WOMENS  
RUGBY LEAGUE  

 

NZWRL is holding their  

National Tournament for 2011 in  

Wellington from 4 ð5 June, 2011.  

 

Expressions of 

interest are 

now being 

sought.  

 

 

Please visit the 

NZRL website  

 

www.nzrl.co.nz/nzrl -associates/womens -

tournament for the registration form  

 

and send it back to Karla Matua 

Karla.Matua@sportwaitakere.co.nz  

as soon as possible.  

 

Watch Boil Up on Maori TV and Win!  

 

Win a trip for 2 to the May test plus two signed jerseys. This is 

on air every Thursday night through to the end of April with Te 

Arahi, Mel and our very own Kempy!  

 

Visit the NZRL website and click  
on the link to shop on-line. 

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE MAY TEST 
GET YOUR KIWIS GEAR NOW! 

¶ Replica Jerseys 

¶ Polo Shirts 

¶ Hoodies 

¶ Shorts 

¶ T Shirts for teens 

¶ T Shirts for kids 

¶ Baby Clothes 


