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with Philippa Ivory

Each month as | put together this
magazine | marvel at all the amazing
work being done around the country in
the name of rugby league. Whether its

B getting kids up off the couch and onto the
playing fields, or older children involved

in programmes like Leadership Through League (page 6)
or the ground breaking League 4 Life Club Programme
(page 8) there is so much to be impressed with.

Reading the unsolicited feedback which comes into the
office each week, it is heartening to see that everyone

from the volunteers at the Community Camps to the

Zone staff who support our Hearts Camps to the team of
volunteers who assisted on the Gold Coast, and the Kiwis
themsel ves, making a di

ar e ffe

ltds good to be reminded that
not just some nice words on a smart poster, that it

means something and that when people make the small

effort it takes to offer people Leadership and Respect,

and act with Courage, Passion and Integrity it really does

go a long way.

As you know over the last month we have been asking
for families to be 'the face of league'. We've received so
many amazing stories that, as well as selecting one or
two to be the faces of league, we're going to feature
others in our magazine each month. The time and energy
they have given to the game, their family and their
community is quite inspirational.

You'll often hear people say of families such as these,
‘aren't they good to give up their time' as if it's a
sacrifice, taking them away from some other more
rewarding activity. Reading these peoples stories
what comes through is not the giving up of time but the
'sharing of their time' with friends, family and
community. This is a rewarding activity, which sets a
wonderful example for their children and those around
them.

www.nzrl.co.nz
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It's also an activity which benefits everyone, not only
their immediate circle but also the wider community.
That's something to be admired and hopefully copied.
Look out for our first family in next months 'In Touch'.

Finally, children are constantly being given the
message that they should 'never give up'. It can
sometimes sound like a simplistic message, however |
would like to congratulate the Exiles team for following
in the footsteps of the Kiwis at the Four Nations in not
allowing the clock running down to be the deciding
factor in their success. With only 36 secs on the clock,
and behind on the scoreboard, expat New Zealander
George Carmont, following on from some great work
by fellow Kiwi's Rangi Chase and Tony Puletua scored
teermateh winming frye o pNekkddree tolall the &ew.
Zealanders involved including Brian 'Bluey' McClennan
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Hearts Camps get underway
page 4

Leadership Through League
page 6

League Coach Beats Tumour
page 13

Cover: Blair Johnson from
Christchurch with Nathan
Cayless at Gold Coast
airport, May 2011.
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the League 4 Life Foundation please

visit our website and consider making a
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This month we completed our updates around the
country letting everyone
progressing in the delivery of our Game Plan. The
presentations have been very well received and the
general feedback is that everyone is happy with the
progress we are making.

One of the most common

is what has given us the most satisfaction as we
progress. To me there are many things that are
satisfying but there are two areas that stand out, the
change in the culture of the organisation and the
launching of the League 4 Life charitable foundation.

By reviewing the roles within the organisation, and
making areas like Communication and Football

Pat hways a priority wedve
positive changes. With our weekly Bulletin, this
monthly magazine, our website and Facebook page
along with stories in the media we believe we are now
keeping people informed and in touch.

The Football department are working continuously to
develop better pathways for our players, coaches,
managers, trainers and match officials; for example
this year sees the introduction of International Games
for 166s & 186s.

We also have selected players going into camp to trial

for positions in 166s and
will play international fixtures against Australia later
this year.

The introduction of a full time Referees Manager is
already reaping rewards, with good progress made in
the area of Match Officials sponsorship and along with
the players and management teams, they are involved
in our Hearts Camps and preparing for our National
Competition.

www.nzrl.co.nz
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The launching of the League 4 Life Foundation has
afso beenwezytsatisfyin feralhinvolved. Believing
that charity begins at home, we launched this with
the support of our fantastic sponsor Flight Centre and
our highly respected NZRL Patron Sir Peter Leitch.

The aim of the charity is to offer assistance to all
oPriicipapts gf jugby lgague and theirfamijes who
have fallen on hard times. We chose this wider brief
to allow us the flexibility to support anyone within our
greater Rugby League community, be they
Christchurch earthquake affected residents or loyal
supporters who have experienced extreme difficulty.

All money raised by the foundation will be distributed,

with both the amounts and the recipients decided by
eogrdTgpsteﬁ,sa Weeseesthisgj;\% gn fmpogtantopportunity

to help people within our league community in ways

which are relevant to them.

we see that rugby league can be more than just a

game.

In this months issue you can read a story about a
firefighter we took to the May test on the Gold Coast
and as money comes in and is distributed we will
publish more stories about those we have helped.

I f youdd |ike to show your
Life Foundation please visit our website and consider

Smakirfy & HofaBidh, toSbecbrRify B memi¥et br & N
sponsor or attending one of our events. All donations
will be gratefully received.

Finally, while people are rightly pleased with the
progress we are making, we see this as a journey, on
which we are just starting out. We will continue to
work as a team to bring rugby league up to the level
we know it should be. As always, thank you for your
support.

Jim

I to

supp
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CHRISTCHURCH FIRST ZONE TO
HOST 2011 HEARTS CAMP

With the National Competition starting in late
August, the NZRL are assisting the Zones with
their preparation by taking Hearts Camps to each
of the seven Zones.

Designed to help everyone including the players,

match officials and the Zones management teams

get ready for the competition, they involve a full

day of workshops and testing designed to up -skill
all involved.

Key to the camps is the testing of players who are
being considered for selection, this is followed by
trials to enable the players to show selectors who
may not have seen them previously, what they
are about.

Players also receive off the field training, with

workshops on making sensible choices with drugs

and alcohol and theyobére gi
opportunities presented by a professional rugby

league career by Kiwis legend now Warriors

recruitment manager Dean Bell.

The South Island was the first Zone to host a
camp, but they will be held in all Zones before the
National Competition kicks off in late August.

The camps are only open to invited players,
however any one with an interest in how they
work is welcome to come along and show their
support to their Zone.

Photos from top: Players assemble outside, Players
listen to Dean bell, Selectors review players.

HEARTS CAMP DATES

Auckland June 12
Upper Central June 19
Counties Manukau June 26

Northland July 10
Heartland (Mid Central) July 17
Wellington July 24

Photos courtesy of  Teaukura Moetaua / Media Sport

www.nzrl.co.nz May 2011 /4




.4 GAME

A

=i 4 DEVELOPMENT

COACHES, MANAGERS & TRAINERS
REQUI RED 16

6
New Zealand Rugby League is pleased to advise that we —
have now secured international fixtures for the NZ .
Residents 16's & 18's teams this year. These fixtures will .
now be a part of the annual Football calendar.

Tony Kemp, NZRL Football Manager says "These teams

are a continuation of our work developing pathways for
players so they can stay in NZ and have the opportunity to
test themselves against their peers and international
opposition."

The teams will be selected following a 16's and 18's camp
to be held in July, at which players from the 2010 National Competition 15's and 17's playing group will
be joined by players nominated by their Zone.

The NZ Residents 16's will play a Queensland Academy team, while the NZ Residents 18's will play two
games against the Australian Schoolboys. All matches will be played later this year in New Zealand.

We are now seeking applicants for the Coaches, Managers and Trainers positions for both these teams.
This is an excellent opportunity to showcase your abilities and work with the best of New Zealand's up
and coming league talent.

Says Kemp "We are committed to offering pathways for not only our players, but also those who support
them in team management roles. We've been very pleased with the calibre of candidates for the
management roles at National Competition level and this is their opportunity to step up to the next level."

Interested applicants should email their CV and a covering letter to sash@nzrl.co.nz. A full rugby league
CV should be submitted, and needs to include all your relevant training and qualifications.

Applications must clearly state the position you are applying for i.e. Coach, Manager, Trainer and the
team or teams you wish to be considered for i.e. 16's, 18's or both.

Minimum qualifications:

Coaches - Senior Club Coach

Managers - Level One Managers Certificate

Trainers - National Trainers Certificate

Preference will be given to applicants who held a similar role in the National Competition in 2010 or will
do soin 2011.

Both games are to be played in NZ but you will need to be flexible about travel to attend interviews,
camps and games.

Applications will close on June 30, 2011 when the NZRL will create a shortlist, accreditation levels
will be checked and interviews will be scheduled with all shortlisted candidates.
It is intended that appointments to all the positions will be made before July 8, 2011.

e ———E R
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NEW STAFF JOIN NZRL TO

BUILD DEPTH

Football Operations Manager

Sash has recently returned from the UK where he
lead the Wales Rugby League as General Manager.
Now back in his homeland, he is thrilled to be able
to continue his involvement in this new role work-
ing with Competitions Commissioner Kevin Bailey
until Kevin retires later this year, at which time he
will take over the operational area completely.

Sash has previously worked as the General
Manager for Taranaki Rugby League and as the
Sponsorship and Marketing Manager for the New
Zealand Maori Rugby League.

Sash hails from Taranaki where he played for the
Midhirst Magpies juniors and his senior grade
footy for the Waitara Bears until further pursuing
Rugby League in Canberra and Sydney. Sash has
a Bachelor of Sport and Leisure.

As the Football Operations Manager, Sash will be
responsible for managing day to day logistics for

- Sasho Stosic

NZRL national events and ensure all events and
activities comply with the NZRL rules and

regulations. SaysSash, Al 'm exci ted with
NZRL and Rugby League in New Zealand is heading.

We have some great opportunities for our people to

get involved and I'm looking forward to bringing

some new ideas to the game. 0

National Referees Manager - Marc Harris
Marc grew up in the country town of Gundagai,
New South Wales, Australia. He is a league
fanatic, having played the game for more than 20
years. His father was a first grade referee for
several years and now Marc is carrying on the
family tradition of contributing to the great sport
of rugby league.

Marc has a degree in Sport and Communications
and, upon graduating, spent four years living and
travelling across the United Kingdom and Europe.

He was a founding member of the Hammersmith
Rugby League club, who play in the London and
Southern Premier Conference. Whilst living in the
UK, he met a lovely Kiwi girl and they have
moved to New Zealand to settle down and further
their respective careers.

Marcdés role with NZRL is ba
ening the entire matcih of fi
e — R

www.nzrl.co.nz

retention, recruitment and growing the capabilities,
development, partnerships and pathways of officials
across the country.

Marc says, Al &d&m very proud and
the team. The game is experiencing growth in many

areas and | look forward to making a positive
contributior a

around s/

6s netwo

sed
ci al
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LEADERSHIP THROUGH LEAGUE
By Jason Hemson, Wellington RL

After an incredible first term LTL has been in three
colleges, accredited 92 new Mini Mod coaches and
the program has coached over 1000 primary
school kids for three or more sessions each.

The LTL program seebs
(WRL) working in partnership with secondary and
primary schools. The program works with a NCEA
PE Class for five weeks. Students receive NCEA
credits in coaching, leadership and event
management while at the same time coaching
year 5 and 6 primary
as running and evasion, catching, passing and
teamwork. All the secondary coaches receive an
NZRL Mini Mod Certificate.

At the end of the program the secondary school
hosts a fiFl ag League
schools attending. The day is completely planned
and managed by the college students. With the
festival run over three hours and with 12 teams
competing it is quite an event for the kids to
manage.

iThe program had a
students, the primary school students and our
community as RichavdAoder®ro 1
Teacher, Aotea College.

LTL has already been successfully completed by
Taita College, Aotea College and Wellington High
School. The success of the program has seen
community partnership developed between WRL,
Smokefree and Drive Safe Porirua.

Mark Kairua from Drive Safe sees the program as
a great vehicle to influence young people at an
age when they are about to enter into the driving
world. By also targeting the primary school kids
he is hoping that by the time they reach the
driving age the message has been engraved

www.nzrl.co.nz
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LEADERSHIP THROUGH LEAGUE
By Jason Hemson, Wellington RL

Term Two and the Future Students from the Aotea College Leadership

Term 2 has seen the program gain even more through League program have been assisting with
momentum with Wellingtonds Chthengripetition. Schals tompeting are: Tairangi,
Kearney Cup Secondary School Upper Hutt College Rangikura, Corinna, Holy Family, Cannons Creak
running a successful program with six primary and Te Kura Maori.

schools. Aotea College are running another

program but instead of coaching primary schools The Taita College Cluster

they will be coaching Year 9 students from their As the first school to complete LTL the Taita College
own school. Next week sees Naenae College cluster was the second to kick of an afterschool
commence the program with another four primary Mod League interschool competition.

schools taking part.
Four schools are schedule playing a round robin

Primary School Kids Stay for After School competition on Wednesday afternoons. Pupils from
League! Taita College are assisting with coaching and
Proving how successful the LTL program is, WRL refereeing.

has commenced with two separate Primary School

Mod League Competitions with 10 schools The schools competing are: Pomare, St Michaels
committed. and Taita Central and Koraunui.

Drive Safe i Play Safe Porirua Primary League

The Drive Safe 1 Play Safe Porirua Primary League

kicked of in the third week of term 3 and is played league

* L.
on Thursday after school and hosted at Te Kura ‘ auahi kore ' KIWI fl\(g;gé%.ﬁﬁuA

Maori T Te Reo School.

digyl inew

"Sti_Miqhaeiéwv-I'Do,r-nalre}

L
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LEAGUE 4 LIFE
COMMUNITY

LEAGUE 4 LIFE ROLES OUT UNIQUE

PROGRAMMES

League 4 Life
being 6More than just a
there are a number of programmes being developed,
which, along with the League 4 Life Foundation, aim
to slowly but surely improve the lives of all members
of our community.

about t H
game.

is all

The first of these is the League 4 Life Club
Programme which is presented in conjunction with the
Waitemata, Auckland and Counties Manukau District
Health Boards under their Play 4 Life banner. Five
Auckland clubs are taking part in the pilot programme
which aims to see the clubs helping our people on and
off the field.

The pilot scheme encourages the responsible use of
alcohol in the clubs and on the sideline, host
responsibility and compliance with legislation.

With the aim of improving eating habits, families are
encouraged to consider simple changes like using
brown bread, healthy chip options, low sugar drinks
and making water their drink of choice. Over time it is
hoped these small changes will contribute to reduced
obesity and improved health outcomes and well

for all people in our clubs and community.

-being

As part of the NZRLGO6s commitn
playing environment, clubs within the programme are

being provided with resources to help them in this

kaupapa such as signage, goal post bolsters,

posters and flyers.

Did you know
36,000 children
never eat
breakfast at
home on a

school day.

eHi-\NsZ/dstis @res beingpravided tarLeague 4 tife
&hampibnsdnéthin thiede cluds th veear mregame day,
with the aim of subtly promoting important messages
regarding respect for match officials, players, and
other supporters. They will also be handing out flyers
featuring similar positive messages.

Alongside the full pilot programme a smaller version is
being implemented across the country with a focus on
reducing alcohol consumption on the sidelines, keeping
the environment smoke free and increasing the
numbers eating breakfast.

Next to be launched is the new community education

programme, which is the NZRLOSs
up-s kil ling its community to dat
League Fundamental sd this consi

workshop, supported by newly developed resources
including a Skills, Drills and Resources DVD and
accompanying book.

All members of the rugby league community will be
encouraged to take part, from the parents on the side-
line to players of all grades. Coaches, managers and
trainers will be the first to be invited to complete the
programme which will be available later in 2011.

n eDmin Gutteabeil, MZRIt @ommumity Proghasmmes Man-

ager says, fi The Club
in NZ, and we are the first sport to actively target

positive health outcomes for our people through our

Progr ammi

clubs. I f we are successful we:
lead other sports down a similar path.
AWebre proud to be | eaders in |

do it without the support of our partners and the

commitment of the clubs and the people within them.

Both the Club and the Fundamentals programmes are

really positive ways we can use sport for the

better ment community. o

of our

League 4 Life programmes presented in partnership with Play 4 Life, Waitemata , Counties Manukau and Auckland
District Health Boards, Heart Foundation, ALAC, Auckland Council and the Regional Sports Trusts.

www.nzrl.co.nz
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LEAGUE 4 LIFE
FOUNDATION

INJURED FIREFIGHTER ENJOYS
LEAGUE 4 LIFE TRIP TO TEST

Graeme fAHIillyo Hill, a
firefighter, had his life changed forever when he
sustained massive third degree burns in a flash-
over (an explosion of fire which engulfs a space)
last October. Graeme says he can remember going
into the chicken shed fire, and his partner Sam
saying AHiIilly, itéds
as they turned to make their way out the fire
exploded.

He remembers the fire engulfing him, and his
partner dragging him away. Unconscious for a
moment before he and Sam started to try and find
a way out, he thought he was history when he
banged his head on a post but then Sam called
AHIi I 1l ydo, hedd found a
out.

gap

With a fire estimated to be 800 degrees, he was
lucky to be alive but third degree burns to his
back, shoulder, arm, hand and most painful of all,
his buttocks kept him in hospital for three weeks,
undergoing a number of operations and skin grafts
and off work for months. He has recently returned
to light duties but it will be a long time before he

is able to return to full time firefighting.

Graeme is a huge league fan, he has travelled to
games and had bought tickets to the Eden Park
double -header last November. Concerned family
contacted the NZRL regarding a ticket refund and
as a consequence Jim Doyle, NZRL CEO was
alerted to Graeme's situation. He rang Graeme in
hospital and as
talking to you back in October last year on the
phone whilst in Waikato Burns Unit. | would like
you to know how important that phone call was to
me. The recovery from my burn injuries was
requiring everything | had. | thrived on
communication with people and the positive things
theysaid -and one of

you wer e

www.leaguedlife.co.nz
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P Onperofahe wilns opthe . dagus 4 LiifeoFowndation is to

assist members of our community who may need
something different to aid their well being.

Jim Doyl e, CEO sai d fWe
support to all members of the league community,
alayérsy thdir jamities, volunteers and supporters.h e n
Firefighters put their lives on the line everyday to
protect our lives and property and when | heard about
Graeme, | just wanted to say thank you.

want t

ifHe was too sick to attend the
shown a commitment to us by buying tickets in

advance, so in partnership with our sponsors Flight

Centre we were able to offer something to hopefully

thakkeypboéoh ¢chawl éd

Graeme reports they had a fantastic time away, the
weather was kind to him, not too hot, as can be seen
in the photo he is still wearing a burns suit. He
enjoyed both games and was thrilled to be able to
meet the Kiwis after the test. He says he is still
buzzing from the trip and it inspires and motivates him
to keep working hard on his recovery. Once he is able
he i O6pay it
the League 4 Life Foundation so someone else can
benefit too.

ntends to forwardod

Photo: Andrew Alderson / NZ Herald
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Passing the ball to young league players

Ruben Wiki hasn't

eague star
hung

:
As High Perforn

New Zealand Rugby

up his boots in retirement
1ance Manager for
Ruben is also

1 Cd'{;ll;’.,

putting his weight behind improving the

health and focus of young league players

One of Rubens major bugbears is that
many children and young people are skipping
breakfast and lack focus and concentration
on, and off, the field.

“You can tell by their mood they're off
track. You can also see it when we're in Kiwis
camp, the players' concentration is not as
good and they're just not as alert. When they
hit the field or get into the gym for training,
they lag behind the other boys””

To support the breakfast-eating message,
Ruben’s making a DVD for coaches, which
includes messages about the importance of

eating breakfast.

www.nzrl.co.nz

“Breakfast is the most important meal of

the day. I'd like coaches to get the message out
there to parents to get something in the kids'
tummies because that will help them focus at
sport and school”

The DVD gives coaches tips about fast
and easy breakfast ideas they can give to
parents. For example wheat biscuits are really
good for kids and usually healthier than
many more expensive cereals. Left-overs are
another fast option.

For Ruben breakfast is usually porridge
and frozen boysenberries or boiled eggs
on toast.

“Porridge is cheap as and boysenberries
are beautiful. A meal like that lasts you
half the day because theres a slow release
of carbs”

When Ruben was growing up breakfast
was grabbing whatever was left-over from
tea the night before because cereals were too
expensive for his family.

“My favourite was breadsop. You throw

Ruben Wiki in action for the Kiwis.

bread, milk and a bit of sugar in a bowl and
nuke it in the microwave”

He believes many parents are struggling
with providing healthy food options for their
families and high fat take-aways may appear
a cheaper and easier option.

“Families  should remember that
breakfasts like porridge and wheat biscuits
are cheap as and frozen fruit in the freezer

won't go to waste,” he says.

Ruben’s favourite low-cost, fast breakfast
ideas for the whanau

Porridge, milk and frozen fruit,
like boysenberries

Wheat biscuits, milk and fruit

A banana wrapped in wholegrain bread

Boiled egg on toast

Baked potato-nuked for five minutes

For yummy, fast breakfast ideas visit
www.breakfast-eaters.org.nz

Winger Sam Perrett powering up.
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NEW CHAIR FOR RLIF
By Scott Carter, NZRL & RLIF Chair

Early this month New Zealand hosted two important
international meetings i the inaugural meeting of
the new Asia Pacific Rugby League Confederation
and the Rugby League International Federation
Annual General Meeting. At those, Mark Gosche was
elected chairman of APRLC in recognition of his
leadership and considerable influence in the Pacific
Island communities, and New Zealand was also
asked to chair the RLIF board.

We are mindful that the changes to rugby league
structures in New Zealand are still new, and we
wonodt be taking our focus
clubs throughout the country. In 2007 New Zealand
Rugby League was in bad shape, and a lot of work
has been done by a lot of people to get the game
back on track. It started with a thorough review and
constitutional change but the most visible and
important changes have come about since, with our
football and community programmes now reaching
right through to our grass roots.

The international game and relationships however
are also very important to our success. For example,
the money we earn through the Kiwis tests still
largely underwrites our development work and
programmes at home. So the more we can do to
lead internationally, the better off the game will be
inside New Zealand. We just need to make sure we
keep that balance right between our commitments
at home and overseas.

The RLIF itself has recently undergone constitutional
change to give the European and Pacific nations
more of a say in important issues. For the past two

www.nzrl.co.nz

years New Zealand has worked with England and
Australia to bring this about, and we will keep
working to make sure rugby league develops
throughout the Pacific and other parts of the world.

Some of our neighbours like Tonga and Papua New
Guinea want to improve their administrations, and
are looking to New Zealand for ideas given how we
have changed since 2007. In time, it is possible that
the football and community programmes we have
established could be used in other Pacific countries.
The APRLC will be responsible for developing a

o f |fegidnal plan Znu NewsZealaflicanda ailot to fselp.a n d
There is no doubt that New Zealand can also learn

from what other countries are doing well. For

example, France and Wales are seeing increases in

their player numbers. Just like New Zealand they
each have a club playing i
professional competition, and are using that to
strengthen their national game. The more different
countries communicate experiences and ideas, the

better off rugby league is.

Right now, two of the most important issues facing
the RLIF are player eligibility and a clear multi

test calendar that gives all nations the chance to
grow. This will mean sharing views from a lot of
different people, including those from the
professional clubs, to find acceptable answers.

-year

No person alone can make all the changes T itis
about teamwork. We know if we can get more of
the right people with the right skills working

together then rugby league has an exciting future!

RLIF Attendees:

Back Row (L to R) Bill Baguley, S.A
Andrew Hill, Aus, Peni Musunamasi,
Fiji, Jim Doyle, NZ, Geoff Carr,

Aus., Mark Rowley, Wales, Kevin
lro, Cook I sl ands
Samoa, Neil Wood, UK, Charles,
Tonga, Tas Baitieri, Aus.

Front Row (L to R) Herve Guiraud,
France, David Gallop, Colin Love,
Aus., Richard Lewis, UK, Scott
Carter, NZ, John Numapo PNG

May 2011 /12
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NEW BOARD MEMBER BRINGS PASSION
AND EXPERIENCE TO THE NZRL

Jennifer Rolfe joined the NZRL Board this year,
replacing Michele Teague who moved to Sydney.
A former General Manager of Saatchi and Saatchi,
she is highly experienced in brand leadership
locally and internationally. Jennifer has her own
business and she currently consults to major
corporates and is a Director of Dunedin Venues
Management which runs Dunedin Stadium.

When did you join the Board and how long is

your minimum term?

| joined the board this April and | have been asked
to serve for three years.

Why did you want to be on the NZRL Board?

Who wouldn't want to be involved with New

Zealand Rugby League?  It's one of New Zealand's
most loved sports. Not least of which, it seems to

me that NZRL are on a great journey. When my
appointment was published, | was amazed at the
number of people who started talking to me about

the game and their absolute love of it.

What do you believe you have to offer the

Board and the game?

For the last ten years, marketing strategy has
really come into its own. Digital and data driven
marketing offer really awesome ways to give more
content and more experiences. Basically, to give
more of what people want. | think this is probably
the service | offer the board i to provide
governance support, in particular to the
commercial and marketing management interests
of New Zealand Rugby League.

Were you a league supporter before you

joined the Board?

| am a huge and vocal supporter of all New
Zealanders who participate in sport. | come from
good Southern stock where sport is how
conversations start and end, and mostly what gets
talked about in between. If you can't talk sport,
you might as well not bother being there.

i
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In fact it's fair to say, there's no escaping sport in
our house with two young children mad keen, a
husband who is the Marketing Director of the New
Zealand Olympic Committee and my other board
position with Dunedin's new stadium.

Do you have a favourite team, player, or

match memory?

Graham Lowe always caught my imagination.
Watching him and the Kiwis in the mid 1980s
always felt special. You never knew exactly what
might happen, but it was going to be a show!

What would you like to see for the game?

| really believe we need to hold ourselves to the
highest possible standards both on and off the field
i because we all need to deliver to the trust and
confidence of those that support us.

I'd love to see our sporting brand kicking into top
gear, being celebrated for its values and
contribution to the lives of young and old.
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LEAGUE COACH BEATS TUMOUR

By Steve Kilgallon, Sunday Star

Usually the province of decorated former
internationals, gnarled old coaches and sporting
politicians, it is considered a huge privilege to
be invited to address the Kiwi rugby league
team's formal dinner the night before a test
match.

On the eve of last month's Anzac test, the guest
speaker was Gold Coast based Paul Bergman,
who stood up, snapped his fingers, and told the
players straight: "You get only one shot at life.
And that can be taken away from us like that.”

Six months before, Bergman, a well -known
rugby league coach, had woken up with double
vision. Within weeks, he was catatonic; wheel-
chair -bound, spoon -fed and in "excruciating"
pain. Seven neurosurgeons and one neurologist
told him he had an inoperable brain tumour and
just a week to live.

Bergman wouldn't accept the verdict. All he

could think about was his three sons, five -year -
old Oliver, four -year -old Jacob and Lucas, two.
"How was | going to help them?" he says.

"That's when it didn't sit well and | thought - it's
time for a second and a third opinion." And, as

it emerged, a ninth. "If | had just listened to the

first, then it would've been all over."

The ninth, Dr Leong Tan , admitted he had never
performed the intricate surgery necessary to
remove the malignant growth nestling on
Bergman's brain stem, but would make an

attempt just three days later.

The next thing that happened was a phone call
from league identity Graham Lowe, a man who
has cheated death so many times that the grim
reaper must be running scared. "He told me

that what these doctors can't measure is if you

-Times

have the willpower to get off the operating table:
ignore the odds, you'll get off the table," Bergman
recounts. "The timing of that call was perfect."

Tan had told Pauls wife Donna he had endured a
sleepless weekend working out how to perform the
operation. He cut Bergman's head open and spent
four hours looking through a microscope. In
layman's terms, he froze the tumour, then sucked
it out of Paul's brain: he said afterwards if his
scalpel had touched the brain stem, Bergman
would have died instantly on the table.

Bergman lay in a coma for five days. When he
woke, to see his parents, brother Phil, his wife and
children at his bedside, it was "an amazing
feeling”.

His recovery has been remarkable. When we meet,
Bergman is back behind the counter at Bergman's
Swim School, his scars fading, his humour
returned. He doesn't need to see Tan for another
six months. On his last visit, the surgeon held up
two brain scans, and declared: "We got the
sucker . 0

i
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LEAGUE COACH BEATS TUMOUR
By Steve Kilgallon, Sunday Star -Times

When Bergman was named assistant to Wayne
Bennett on the 2007 All Golds tour of England,
he spent the flight over nattering the taciturn
coach into submission and they became close, if
unlikely friends. "He has an infectious personal-
ity, and a great sense of humour, and just tells
the best stories I've ever heard,” says Bennett,
the star turn at a benefit night at Runaway Bay
league club last month that raised $18,000
towards Bergman's crippling medical bills. "He
endears himself to everyone he comes in
contact with."

Bergman knows his thoughts can wander. When

he addressed the Kiwis, he prepared carefully, one of the finest graduates of Bergman's

typing up his speech in advance; he still got Wellington Academy; Isaac Luke, who stayed with

sidetracked. Bergman during his troubled teenage years, and
Simon Mannering, who Bergman spotted at Nelson

He feels good, if acutely aware of his own College, and persuaded to follow him to

mortality. What seems to have helped most was

the invite to address the Kiwis. Wellington, where he slept on Bergman's couch

while he chased a professional contract.

It was 48 hours before his life - saving surgery

that, just an hour up the road in Brisbane, the The night of the speech was the first chance
Kiwis beat Australia in the final of last year's

i Mannering had to actually talk to his old coach.
Four Nations.

"He has done so much for me, with my life now, |
Four of the players in that victorious team owed owe him almost everything,” says the Warriors
captain. "He had everyone in hysterics, but we
also got a lot out of what he had been through,
and what got him through it all: his desire to keep

plenty to the coaching of Paul Bergman: there
was Lewis Brown, who Bergman had argued

with his fellow selectors to include in the 2003
New Zealand Schoolboy team; Ben Matulino, living for his family and his kids."

www.nzrl.co.nz May 2011/ 15
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KIWIS MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT
OFF THE FIELD

Jasmine Jenkins, a New Zealander who has been living in Brisbane for 13 years contacted us about her 20
year old son Arthur. She said AArthur has severe brain inj
the skull fractures) which he suffered on June 4, 2009.

fAged eighteen at the ti me
year 12 and started his carpentry apprenticeship,
he was on his way to work when a truck left the
road and hit him, he was a pedestrian.

iNow confined to wheelchaif
Arthur is the youngest of four, and this accident
has been a devastating time for the whole
family.

ifiHe played for 10 seasons
Rugby League club in Brisbane prior to his

accident and captained his team for three years.
League has always been a big part of his life, his

idol is Stacey Jones and the team he has always
followed is the Warriors and the Kiwis are his
heroes. 0

Arthur and Jasmine, along with Dad Brian came along to one of the Kiwis training sessions on the Gold
Coast . They caught up with the boys on their way to the pools, and had a chat and took some photos.

Jasmine | ater email ed Ca rThaekyou saneuehrfor tBeuppopos, we Igve thiem and
especially thank you for yesterday, you made us feel so special. Please let Ruben and Tony and the team
know, thank you. | will never forget
this. | wish you all good health and
good luck not only for this Friday, but

for the future. o B

i
Arohanui Jasmine, Brian and especially e ;
Arthur xxx LLLE. - " i

i
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NZ POLICE RUGBY LEAGUE TEAM

WIN USA 90S
By Tony Feasey, Police Rugby League

A New Zealand Police Rugby League team from Auckland are the newly crowned USA Rugby League 9 -a-
side champions. Taking part in the inaugural USARL tournament held at Conshohocken, Philadelphia they

managed to go through to the finals unbeaten where they faced the New Haven Watrriors, a team

containing a number of ex  -pat kiwis and Australians as well as a mixture of local talent.

Before getting to the final they faced the Boston based Oneida team, who made the unusual choice to face

up to the NzZb6bers as they performed a rousing haka, much to
challenge, the Oneida players stood wrapped arm in arm and advanced on the boys in blue, ending up face

to face with the front row haka. Sadly for Oneida that would be as close to the kiwis as they would get as

they were out muscled in defence with some big hits from Bryan Laumatia and a lesson in ball handling

from newcomers Blake James and David Marshall.

Despite a spirited effort from
the Oneida side the score
line went on to be a one
sided affair as the pace and
handling skills of the NZ
Police would prove to be too
much, the final score ending
44 -0.

The final match saw the NZ
Police team show their class
as they dominated in the
early exchanges. Asked by
their coach Tony Feasey to
come out hard and fast and
be aggressive in defence, there were a number of bone jarring tackles by workhorse Bryan Laumatia and
no nonsense forward Tyrell Green, allowing the backline to run freely.

The New Haven Warriors on the other hand ,were forced into golden point extra time in their semi final
match and it had obviously taken its toll as they had no answer for the continual
barrages they faced, eventually succumbing 24 -0.

USARL Chairman Peter llifield was delighted with the New Zealanders, praising them
for making the effort to attend the tournament. llifield said more international teams
were needed if the USA players are to become competitive on a world stage.

Final Score:  NZ Police 24 (F Collado 2, R Collado, Green, Lomi; tries) New Haven Warriors: 0

e ———E R
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ifiCan you please pass on to
the sincere thanks of the below signed members,

for the sponsored trip to the Gold Coast and the

two brilliant League games attended.

We have talked at length about the trip, we
enjoyed meeting so many others from different
aspects of the quake, families, workers and
survivors. They were all terrific people.

We thought that the Australians treated us

brilliantly and we thoroughly enjoyed meeting with
Sir Peter. You have some awesome ambassadors in
Steve Price and the many other legends we met.

We realize that many different people and
companies contributed to the trip, so if the
opportunity occurs please thank them for us.

Al really really want to thank vy
make it an amazing weekend for the Cure Kids Ambassadors

families. This was truly a once in a life time experience for

the boys and their families. | look forward to keeping in

touch and telling you hoVickiteee ki
CEO, Cure Kids

We truly appreciated the generosity of all those

involved. We had a brilliant time, a once in a life-

ti me opportunity, that wil.l
Volunteer FireFighters

AMy wife and | would |ike to tha
ated sponsors that put together the package for the EQ vic-
tims. We had a fantastic time, it took our minds off certain
things which came back pretty quickly when we got home at
midnight on Monday and awoke to a 5.4 earthquake three
hour s | Neil, €Eracey® lan

AfJust wanted to send a wee
the wonderful trip and all the hard work you guys

put in with coordinating and organising such a large

group of people and ensuring it went off without any
hitches. You guys did it with such a friendly and

wonderful attitude. To see so many people smiling

and enjoying themselves was absolutely heart

warming. Once again guys thank you for everything

and we hope to see you ®&KD
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NZ MAORI RUGBY LEAGUE
NATIONAL YOUTH TOURNAMENT

Played at Puketawhero Park, Rotorua over Queens Birthday weekend (June 4 & 5) the tournament
featured league played in vastly differing conditions. Saturday started out foggy, and was extremely
windy and very wet. Thankfully the sun came out on Sunday, which was also a much warmer day,
making the semi finals and finals game a lot more pleasurable for everyone who got along to the final

day of the tournament. The 178s tournament team (named ove
development squad.

Tournament Results: 176s
156s Semi -finals
Semi -finals Tamaki 46 Waikato 0
Tamaki 46 Walikato 0 Te Mahurehure 8  Taranaki 12
Te Mahurehure 24 Taranaki 36

5th & 6th
5" &6 Raukawa 12 Te Arawa 38
Waiariki 10  Takutai Akau 26 7" &gm
7" &8m Wellington 30  Takutai Akau 14
Raukawa 4 TeArawa 20 Final

Tamaki 36 Taranaki 6
Final
Tamaki 32 Taranaki 8 Trophies

Haka Trophy - Tar anaki 1-5TarsakiTr op hy

176s Tr-damaky Referee - Tini Tokoroa

. .

\

“ HOKIANGA

) www.temahurehure. maori.nz
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NZ MAORI RUGBY LEAGUE

NATIONAL YOUTH TOURNAMENT

New Zealand Maori Rugby League National Youth Tournament Teams 2011

156s

Hunter Harrison
Sean McGregor
Frost Mika

Daniel Liddicoat
Rory Barton
Jainero Smallman
Harry Bardsall
Papi Muru
Brandon Smith
Jacob Diaz
Keelan Tuuta
Jamel Hunt
Haimona Hiroti
Phoenix Theyers
Cale Karanga
Wiremu Gudgeon

Waikato
Waikato
Tamaki
Tamaki
Tamaki
Taranaki
Takutai Akau
Waikato
Tamaki
Tamaki
Taranaki
Tamaki
Taranaki
Tamaki
Taranaki
Waikato

Te Aroha Smith -Lawson Takutai Akau

Rangi Hiroti
JoanneTe Wara
Jason Sayers

Jacob Diaz

Taranaki
Waikato
WWETEY

Tamaki

www.nzrl.co.nz

176s
Jared Verney
Charlton Brown
Darren Kingi
Reuben Rennie
George Edwards
Drew Raddich
Kauri Aupouri
Tama Koopu
Matty Shortland
Miro Atera
Reece Poingdester
Kauma Samson
Eru Wano

O©oO~NOOOIhhWNPF

Taranaki
Tamaki
Tamaki
Tamaki
Tamaki
Tamaki
Wellington
Waikato
Tamaki
Tamaki
Taranaki
Tamaki
Te Arawa

Jared Kumeroa -Mckenna Taranaki

Sisa Manu
16 PJ Lose
17 Hau Hapuku

Coach Keith Hanley
Manager Mel Rutene
Trainer Vinnie Hill

Player of the Tournament

Raukawa
Taranaki
Te Mahurehure

Tamaki
Waikato
Taranaki

Kauma Samson  Tamaki

b

b,

\
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TASMAN RUGBY LEAGUE TOWN V

COUNTRY SERIES KICKS OFF
By Sharon Tarapipipi, Nelson RL

There was talk that the Country team were coming in as underdogs but they very quickly proved there
was a lot more substance to the team when they opened the scoring with a converted try soon into the
game.

Town answered back with a converted try and the game went back and forth with neither side really
dominating by any great margin, leaving the half time score at 16 -12 to Town.

Conditions worsened in the second half and dropped ball was a factor, however for a time the Country
team fired up, which you could really feel from the sideline, and it started to go their way as they edged

in front on the scoreboard with a hat trick to Sam Hedges and a try to Tim Parata.
Town answered back with a hat trick to Simon Duncan, and tries to Phillip Asi and with scores locked up at
28, a chip kick to the corner resulted in a match winning try by fullback Jamein Bristowe . This was, in my

opinion, the try of the match.

The excitement was really starting to build as there was just enough time for Country to answer back ,
and it seemed that they had done so in the corner, but unfortunately a forward pass was ruled and the try
was disallowed.

Country definitely proved themselves and quietened any naysayers and have absolutely shown them-
selves as a force to be reckoned with.

Players from this series will be selected to form the Tasman Titans who will play in this years Southern
Zone competition. Town v Country was established during the late eighties and had died off but new
sponsorship means teams have new strips thanks to Anthony Martin at ProRugby. The cup was generously
donated by Glen James  Jewellers. We are looking for this to become the state of origin of the Tasman.

Town: 32
(Simon Duncan
3, Eliot Smith,
Phillip Asi,
Jamein Bristowe
tries,

Duncan 4 goals)

Country: 28
(Sam Hedges 3,
Halley Atama,
Tim Parata
tries, Hayden
Smith 4 goals)

Half Time:
16-12.
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KIWI THRILLS TAURANGA KIDS
By Tauranga Whalers United

Tauranga Whalers Sports Club recently had the it's our honour to come out and share our thing with
pl easure of Chasing and Runnithem. It'svdlways greahte comelahdegut smiles on
Beast 6 Manu Vatuvei, Kiwis arkd dMRBL fvaicregsera,nddursi mgctual ly a |
his recent visit to the Bay of Plenty. Vatuvei.
Our young Whalers relished the opportunity to Getting away from the NRL for a weekend has also
chase and run with Manu as he spent time giving been a blessing.
back to our keen young rugby leaguers who side
stepped, tackled and tagged the beast to enjoy his Alt has been tough for the | asi
time in the Bay. five wins in a row and we kind of needed a break.
[We] have a long season, so this break will give us
Tauranga Whalers were honoured to be a part of a bit more energy and great to think of what we
his recent visit where Manu signed balls, had lolly need to work on, o he says.
scrambles, posed for photos and generally joined
in with the fun of the day. It was tremendous to Meanwhile the Tauranga Whalers Seniors look
have Manu amongst our chil dr eowardtostéppingmouw in tharveeently launched
day you have that chance and we appreciated the new strips and the Juniors continue to compete
time he spend with us. strongly in their local Coastline Competition.
Having a local businessman win Vatuvei's time in a Tauranga Whalers have one of the biggest follow-
charitable auction, the Warriors' bye meant he ings entering seven junior teams from U6s to U17s
could get out of Auckland to visit. in the Sunday Coastline competition to play the

game they love, rugby league. A special thank you
filt's hard for them (the | oc¢ adalltkdvdiwmiperingd®Whaeesthat ivarkedrtenarts
all the athletes and rub shoulders with them, so making this day such a great success.
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NELSON PRIMARY SCHOOL

TOURNAMENT ENJOYS FINE START
By Sharon Tarapipipi, Nelson RL

If you came along to the Mini Mod at Tahuna |
think you'll agree that the children had a GREAT
time! After waiting an extra three weeks to start
this tournament they were definitely ready to get
going!

The weather couldn't have been better and the
support and patience from schools, teachers and
parents leading up to the day, has been wonderful
and very much appreciated by Tasman Rugby
League.

The support and input wedve
Southern Zone GM, Steve Martin and Tony Kemp

and Dan Floyd from New Zealand Rugby League,

has been awesome too, as well as the input from

Sport Tasman.

All the people we have dealt with from the bus
company to 'Victory On the Spot' (who have kindly
and generously sponsored Victory School's bus
once again) is just amazing.

Having Medimax on site is beneficial in giving

FSSSST
= :
i
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schools and parents peace of mind, when it comes
to any injuries needing dealt with, so again thank
you to Max and his team for the support.

Our referees were fantastic, as we know, without
referees there is no game, so thank you to Aaron,
Tony and Caleb, as well as young Monique who
shadowed Aaron in a game with her vest and
whistle. It's fantastic to have that enthusiasm at
such a young age.

Thank you to Andrew and Sam who, in Term One,
delivered the Fundamental Skills programme to our
kcaabls. fThe aumbeos welached in this way is
incredible and it's awesome to see the skills in
action on the field.

Thank you to those parents who assisted their
teams and helped in the skills and drills area. This
support is very much valued by TRL and we can't
thank you enough.

And last but not least thank you to the TRL
volunteers who also helped pull this tournament
together. Bring on the next few weeks!!
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30th LEAGUE NIGHT AT THE TROTS
By Bill Whitehead QSM, NZRL Life Member

The 30 ™ running of Rugby League Night at the Trots
at Addington Raceway, courtesy of NZ Metropolitan
Trotting Club, was a huge success thanks to the
assistance of clubs with runners and supporters,
Barry Johnson and Richard Bromley at the Met (and
Pam of course), starter Tom Lightfoot, and his
assistants Jolon Lilley and Brent Scanlan.

Most clubs joined the Canterbury Rugby League

Clubs, except country clubs Ashburton, Northern

(Kaiapoi) and Timaru. Celebration was a non -starter
and Linwoodés runner was hu
Thursday night, and University had Brian Tupai turn

up (he had entered a week ago, and missed

nominations). He took his place in the field in No 16

and finished down the track. All wore the correct

numbers for the first time which pleased the

Coordinator, and the Announcer Tom Wood.

Addi ngtondés Karl Rut herford
200m event, Maristédés Malcol
second, obviously enjoying the conditions out wide,

and last years winner Vili Johnson (Burnham) was

third. Canterbury Bull James Tongia was fourth and

Callum Eathorne fifth.

The winner took the Bill Whitehead Challenge Trophy
(donated by Gary Clarke), and won for his club 20

www.nzrl.co.nz

r

m

—~

Nicowear jerseys, shorts and socks. Marist club won
20 Nicowear Sports shirts, and Burnham received 20
Nicowear caps, all in the clubs own colours.

The first three received trophies, generously donated
by Fred Arnesen (Classic Engravers, now at 289
Colombo Street, opp Pumpkin Patch) who also gave a
Miniature for CRFL Challenge Trophy won by Biddy Bid
(Lilleys), the Linwood runner who won 100 litres of
Speights Sparkling Al e.
second (50L) and Jarvsofacs won 50L or bottles
egavialent for &hirlayiamdgsydenham, who shared it.

The winning club also received a $2000 credit with
Radio Works to advertise, and Rutherford will receive
a special winners cap from Paul Nixon.

Our thanks to all the sponsors Nicowear, Farrringtons
Tavern, Mark Pearce and other race sponsors, plus

dbl o] n B r W eries
&assm tlvingravers (Arneserﬁ( u erleague K/Iagazme
(&obln gm,tﬁ" who ga{ve fre subscrlptlons to the first
five home in the sprint. My thanks to Lion and NZ
Metro TC who provided refreshments for runners, and
Carol and Rochelle who checked to see all runners
were legitimate. The sprint was on Trackside, and
winning Trotting Drivers, Jim Curtin, Terry Chmeil,
Matthew Williamson, Mark Jones, Ashlee Siejka and
Bob Butt also received Nicowear Polo Shirts and caps.

May 2011/ 24
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GEORGE W SMITH MEDAL
By Brian Walker, Oldham RL Heritage Trust

| am a trustee of the Oldham RL Heritage Trust www.orl -
heritagetrust.org.uk . To compliment the Baskerville Shield

the trust was responsible some years back, in conjunction

with the Rugby Football League, for the introduction of the
G.W. Smith medal, awarded after each Lions and the Kiwis
test series to the man of the tournament.

The naming of the trophy is in recognition of the man who
brought the very first touring Rugby League side to these

shores -t he 1907 New Zeal and O0AI I
enterprising Albert Baskerville was the force behind the
organisation of the tour but without the input of one George

W Smith awing -three quarter who had previously toured

here with the 1905 New Zealand union side, the venture

would never have got off the ground. Smith had seen

first -hand the new code played by paid footballers under the
rules of the Northern Union, and had swiftly identified the : . T -
profit that could be made in returning with a tour party of George Smith’s daughter Edna with the medal

6professional d rugby players. named after her father

The 1907/8 tour made an impact on the then still struggling Northern Union greater than any following

incoming tour, Kiwi or Kangaroo. It also played a major influence in the forming of the 1908 Australian tour

and with that the future of international Rugby League. Fellow 1905 tourists Duncan McGregor, Bill Mackrell

and Messa Johnston along with other New Zealand internationals Tom Cross, Jim Turtill, Edgar Wrigley and

Eric Watkins gave credence to a venture, for which a £50 investment from each of the trail -blazers was a
prior requisite, with a share of the tour profits the carrot.

The tour was a resounding success. Playing many matches in front of capacity crowds the All Golds won the
Test series two to one, producing a handsome tour profit of £5,000. George Smith - asvice -captain - played
in 24 of the 35 matches, including all three Tests.

At the end of the tour several noted players, including Smith and Lance Todd, signed for British clubs. Both
would spend the rest of their lives in the UK. George Smith became the first overseas player to sign for
Oldham in February 1908. He made his Oldham debutin a 7 -5 victory over Wigan at Central Park on
February 19 and over 25,000 people turned out to see the game, which also involved Lance Todd in his first
game for Wigan.

He was already 30 years old when he joined Oldham, but was still a very effective winger and finished top
try -scorer for the club in three seasons. Smith played his last senior game for Oldham, scoring a try in the
19-0 win over Leigh at Watersheddings on March 7, 1914. In all he made 173 appearances for Oldham,
scoring an amazing 100 tries.

Prior to his Rugby League achievements, Smith had a rich, varied and successful sporting career in New

Zeal and. The New Zealand Sports Hall of Fame says of George
Smith is perhaps the most remarkable sportsman ever produce:
sports at which George Smith didndét excel. Initially he mad:
Impulse to victory in the New Zealand Cup in 1894. Then he took up athletics and won a succession of

national sprint and hurdles titles, and set a world 440 -yard hurdles record of 58.5 seconds. With his great

natural speed, Smith made a brilliant winger who represented New Zealand for nearly a decade. He was a

member of the famous Originals team which toured Britain in 1905, scoring 19 tries in 19 matches, including

eight in the first three matches... 0 But Smith found a home
and managed the most successful ever Oldham side. He died in Oldham in 1954 at the age of 80.

e ———E R
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Replica Jerseys
Polo Shirts
Hoodies

Shorts

T Shirts for teens
T Shirts for kids
Baby Clothes

FIRST AID OFFICERS COURSE

The First Aid Officers (FAO) course is the
minimum requirement to be recognised as a
trainer by the NZRL.

E

All participants will receive:
9 A Sports First Aid Certificate

Training in Sports Strapping

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR
GET YOUR KIWIS GEAR NOW

A Free FAO T -shirt.

|l
I Rugby League Fundamentals
)l

| f youod like [ o
be run locally please
contact your local district

or Zone to express your
Visit the NZRL website and click interest.

on the link to shop o#line.

Only $55 per person, 10 {;-
people minimum.

MUSEUM

7 Beasley Ave, Penrose

Home of the
Rugby League World Cup & the Four Nations trophy

Open MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY
11lam- 3pm Entry only $2

Come and see hundreds of photos, plus posters,
jerseys, match programmes and much more

School Groups, Probus and Other Interested Groups Welcome

Contact Don Hammond, Curator on 571 3857

www.nzrl.co.nz May 2011/ 26
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First Aid Officers Course: The
First Aid Officer Accreditation
ot

Mid Central Zone General Manager: The Mid (FAO) is an essential part of our
& Central Zone is seeking applications from hard efforts to ensure the safety of all
#" working and committed individuals for the position participants in the game. The FAO
of General Manager. Experience and proven performance accreditation is the minimum requirement
as a senior manager will be complimented by a to be recognised as a trainer by the NZRL.
management style that reflects Rugby League's core values I f youdd |like to have |a c
of INTEGRITY, RESPECT, LEADERSHIP, COURAGE and district or club please contact your Zone
PASSION. For more information and a job description see GM or district to request one. The cost is
the NZRL website Careers page www.nzrl.co.nz/careers. $55 pp, with a minimum of 10 people
Applications close June 17. reqgdéd. All attendees wjil|l

First Aid certificate, training in Sports
Strapping, and Rugby League
Fundamentals. All participants also
receive a free FAOt -shirt.

Show your support for the League 4 Life charitable
& foundation and its work by making a donation. As
=" aregistered charity donations are tax deductable.
I f youdd |like to help in
donating quality memorabilia for auction, please contact

us to discuss. 100% of all funds donated will be distributed to those in
need. See our website www.League4Life.co.nz for details.

, perhaps by

partnership with the Southern Zone Rugby League is seeking to employ a

Rugby League Development Officer. This role requires a high level of

passion, initiative, and commitment..For further information about this
position, including the attributes required and a job description please see the NZRL
website Careers page www.nzrl.co.nz/careers. Applications close June 18.

& Rugby League Development Officer: Southland District Rugby League in
p-

2011 NEW ZEALAND

kicks off in Auckland in August. SECONDARY SCHoOL | S¢h

part of this, please visit our website and get all the information n“ B' l[“ﬁ
youol | need including dates and th
development, this year the tournament will be televised via a highlights

NATIONALS | '
package on Sky TV.

Visit our website here www.nzrl.co.nz/national -secondary -schools to find out more and to get involved.

& The National Secondary Schools Rugby League tournament
ot

Auckland Rugby League Zone Directors: The Auckland Zone of NZ Rugby League is the
regional organisation charged with leading, developing, promoting and fostering Rugby League

in Auckland Central, North Harbour and Waitakere. The Zone Board comprises seven Directors,

of which three are appointed as Independent Directors and four are Elected Directors. The
Independent Appointments Panel is now seeking applications for two Independent Directors.

Please visit the NZRL website About Us / Careers for more information and the application form.

L
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NEW ZEALAND
RUGEY LEAGUE

“ COMMUNICATIONS _‘“

In this photo, Benji Marshall, Kiwis
captain, shows off his new Kiwi dog tags,
which he received at the NZRL awards in
Wellington in October last year.

We received a number of suggestions for

a caption for this phol|to i
Mum! 6 and AYou too can
dol Il ar smile when you

and the runner up

Gri n, its th Smi | of
winner is filébve got some
match my grin.o An NZRL gi
its way to our winner Michelle Gibson.

Well done Michelle.

e
e

Kiwis Captain Lives Our Rugby League Pledge

il am wanting to tell you about my stepson, and congrat
strength of character and integrity. My Australian stepson Lachlan is 19 years old and has been unwell for

a number of years. He was once invited to play for Redcliffe (feeder club for the Roosters) but as a result

of his ill health he had to withdraw from the opportunity. Lachlan went to Jupiters Casino on the Friday

night after the May test match to catch up with the Australian and New Zealand Representative Players.

His experiences with the Australian Rugby League side were extremely disappointing.

Despondent, he came across Benji Marshall. What a wonderful human being - no - what a wonderful MAN .
Integrity, respect, concern for the fellow man. It was Benji who struck up a conversation and he sat with

my son for an hour, they spoke at length, he gave him sympathy, advice and focus, and re -ignited the
motivation and passion my son had been missing in his life for so many years. He spoke about

stopping finding excuses, and helped to formulate a plan moving forward. My son also spoke about Benji

proudly speaking about the honor in being the Captain of the Kiwi team.

This man sacrificed an hour of his night after playing a Test, to spend it with a person he did not know
because he could see this person was hurting. The result of the night was: My son is a massive Beniji
Marshall supporter, and now a Tigers fan. He has registered as a Rugby League player in the local
competition this morning, he has asked that | help coach him with his skills, he wants to play
representative football. He has asked that | adopt him so he can become a NZ Rugby League Rep. Player.

Well done to Benji Marshall and to the New Zealand Rugby League, you have opened our hearts, and my
sons mind.

Thank yRegardScott (abridged) The Rugby League pledge can be found
on the NZRL website - About Us

www.nzrl.co.nz May 2011/ 28
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http://www.nzrl.co.nz/the-rugby-league-pledge.aspx

PARTNERS

NEW ZEALAND
RUGBY LEAGUE
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