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with Philippa Ivory

What an exciting time to be a Rugby
League player, match official, sponsor or
fan! As well as the fantastic effort that
saw three teams cross the Tasman to
take part in Grand
8 the National Competition finals, the NZ
Resident 16s and 18s and Premiers
playing, and the Junior Kiwis continuing on where the

NYC teams left off.

Fi

Anyone visiting Sydney during Grand Final weekend
would have been forgiven for thinking they were in a NZ
city rather than Australian one, such were the numbers
of league fans decked out in Warriors and Kiwi colours
filling the streets, markets and hotels.

We left it until after the semi final game against the
Storm to book our hotel and took the cheapest we could
find. We arrived at our hotel to find Sir Peter Leitch,
NZRL Patron, in the foyer chatting away to fans and
farewelling visiting Bri
in the city for the NRL fan day the day before.

sbane

The next morning we came downstairs to find the Prime
Minister John Key in his Warriors away - jersey chatting to
fans and posing for photos with anyone who asked. It
was a very exciting event and one which was hugely
beneficial for the profile of our game both in this country
and in Australia, and coul dnbd
Just reading through this
how fast the local game is growing too, participation
numbers are on the up again,
more schools getting involved with local competitions

which is very exciting.

mo n

On page 10 you can read about their new club, while on
page 13 you can read about the new Northland schools
competition. Rugby League Northland is just one of our
seven Zones which is going from strength to strength,
this year they improved their National Competition
performances significantly, and overall they improved
their for and against across all three grades hugely. Well
done to everyone in RL Northland.

Not to be outdone both the Auckland and Wellington
Zones have experienced significant growth in their
schools tournaments, read about Wellington on page 15
and Auckland on page 28.
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In the Upper Central Zone, the AIMS tournament has
expanded to include rugby league in 2012 which
should help develop the game at that level.

aThe SbatlyIslandisatw veorkiggchéard to develop a
pathway for their players to the National Competition
and has got an inter district competition up and
running this year. You can read about it on page 14,
and about how that competition is benefiting young
people in one small town on page 26.

| was fortunate to have the chance to talk with the

captains of the 16s and 18s NZ Resident teams as well

as their coaches for the match programmes this

month, and what an amazing group of people they

are. Both captains are intelligent, highly motivated and

committed young men who are a credit to their

families and the game. The ¢

excited about the opportunity to work with this up and

coming talent and | know webodl
Ball of thenoirstheydas toeamse. whodd been

All the best to everyone who is playing this month.

Cowboys Turn Out for Kiwis
page 22

Season

I nt 6l
Underway page 4

gets

Cover: Auckland Pride
celebrate their win in the
grand final.

SPARC Volunteer of the Year
page 24
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us. Following the very successful National Secondary
Schools tournament and the National Competition pool

play wedbve named NZ Resident
theyébve both had their chance
Australian teams this month.

I f you werené6ét able to be at

the 18s play, you can read all about their two games in
this magazine. The 16s will play the visiting

Queensland Academy side this Tuesday at Massey Park
in Papakura at 1pm and i f
come along.

Wedve also named a NZ Resi
NZ Maori on October 30, one of three games to be
played that day. First up will be the 15s and 17s

National Competition finals, all of which will take place

at Mt Smart No.2 and be screened on Sky TV.

It is very pleasing to see that five of the 2010
Residents team have again been named in 2011, and
that six of the seven Zones are represented in this
team. The National Competition is proving to be an
excellent way to build depth and consistency.

Thank you to all the players, coaches, managers,

trainers and Zone staff who have worked so hard to
ensure the success of this
and well done to everyone who made the finals.

Well done to the Auckland Pride who have retained the
Albert Baskerville trophy and to the South Island
Scorpions for making their first premier final.

Congratulations also to all the players who have been
selected to represent their country at all levels, this is
a great achievement and one which reflects hard work
and dedication on your part.

www.nzrl.co.nz
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a pathway for our players so that those who aspire to
higher honours be it a first grade NRL or Super

1 Beagueacareer, 4 [Base withettee dumior Kiwid and the
Kiwis cpnl seeya wayifosvartd and aye able to consider
staying in NZ for as long as possible and still achieve
their goal.

Bruce Pul man Park to see
The same pathway applies to our coaches, managers,
trainers and match officials and we are seeing the
success of this with Shane Rehm being named to

0 tragel td the UK o efficiate at the Folr dlatiene

The Junior Kiwis backed up the success of the

t WarrPns anchCosviboyssToydta Cup teamp With & great
win over the Junior Kangaroos in Australia this
weekend. You can read about that win and the four
young Cowboys players inside the magazine.

With the 15s and 17s National Competition teams,

the NZ Resident 16s and 18s, and the Junior Kiwis we
are confident we have the depth in our game to
ensure future success at the elite level.

While the Kiwis result against the Kangaroos was
disappointing, the positive is that we were able to
give five new players the chance to play in a test
match. They will be better for the experience and as

a thedFour Nadidns toumarrient éotimyesel am donfident
they will all improve. We wish them all the best for
their trip to the UK.

Jim
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NZ RESIDENT 18s HOST
AUSTRALIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Sunday October 2, 2011: Early tries to the
Australians Pat Mata'utia and team mate Nene

Mc Donal d didndét dispel the NZ
for a win.

The young New Zealanders fought hard in wet and
windy conditions at Bruce Pulman Park in Papakura,
and tries to David Fusitu'a (Auckland Pride), and
Trent Bishop (Counties Manukau), successfully
converted by Honeti Tuha (CM) brought the score to
14 - 10 to Australia at half time.

An injury to star player Viliami Lolohea early in the
second half didndédt stop Eser g
and Kurt Robinson (Wellington Orcas) all crossing to
score only moments apart. NZ Residents 18s: 28 Esera Esera, David Fusitua,
Trent Bishop (2), Kurt Robinson tries. Honeti

Tuha, 4 conversions.

Even with a last minute try to Australian Jake
Trbojevic, the NZ Resident side had proven too strong

for the Australian Secondary Schools, with a final Australian Secondary Schoolboys: 26 Pat

score of 28 - 26. Mata'utia, Nene McDonald (2), Luke Vescio, Jake

Tony Kemp, NZRL Football Manager said, "It was one IUESIEE =, St (LRI S el

of the hardest, heart stopping matches I've watched
in a very long time. Both teams played to win and
the passion displayed out there was second to none.
This cements our belief that our talent pool of young
up and coming players in NZ is growing."

Match Officials: Sam Perkins (Auckland),
Jamal Thompson (Auckland) and Berni Carter
(Auckland).

NEW ZEALAND 2 8

ausTRALIA 2 6

www.nzrl.co.nz September 2011/ 4
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NZ RESIDENT 18s HOST
AUSTRALIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Saturday October 8, 2011: The young Kiwis v > -
started strongly, making some great runs and
putting the Australians under pressure.
Unfortunately a final forward pass saw the New
Zealanders first try called back.

The Australians turned this to their advantage, with

their number 9, Luke Vescio attacking the NZ line

and nearly crossing before being pushed back. A

quick play of the ball saw Curtis Sironen, son of
Australian great Paul Sironen, dive across for the

first try of the match. This was converted by their
Number 11 Sam Harrold and the score was 6 - nil
to ASSRL.

Not to be outdone the New Zealanders put Trent
Bishop (Counties Manukau Stingrays) over for a try
in the corner, which went unconverted.

From there however it was largely one way traffic
with the big Australian forwards proving difficult to
put down, with tackle breaks, line busts and off-
loads giving them momentum. Four tries and a
conversion took the Australians to 24 - 4 at half
time.

In the second half the New Zealanders came out
fighting and making great use of the wind kicked
through, with Viliami Lolohea on hand to score the

try.

The next four tries went to the Australians before
the Residents fought back scoring twice before the
Australians rounded out their win with a final try.

Tony Kemp, NZRL Football Manager said "It is a
strength of the Australians that they always bounce
back from a loss and they showed that again today.

It's nice to know that the NZ Resident 18s can : gt o R
compete against the Australian Schoolboys, as the s KT .?Q"-hop }qgkl‘e,d "'f‘@mébehmdﬁ'--. e
series result shows."

NZ Residents 18s: 16 Viliami Lolohea, David Fusitu'a, Trent Bishop, Tama Koopu tries.

Australian Secondary Schools: 40 Matiu Fukofuka (2), George Jennings, Curtis Sironen, Kane Elgey, David
Klemmer, Jake Trbojevic, Andrew Vela tries. Sam Harold 4 conversions.

Match Officials: Jamal Thompson (Auckland), Sam Perkins (Auckland), Berni Carter (Auckland).

www.nzrl.co.nz September 2011 /5
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JUNIOR KIWIS TURN ON SECOND
HALF POWER IN NEWCASTLE

New Zeal and rugby |l eagueds
produced a powerhouse second half performance to
guide the Junior Kiwis (-I&
victory over the Junior Kangaroos at Ausgrid Sta-
dium in Newcastle on Sunday.

Boasting 10 players from the NYC premiership -
winning Vodafone Junior Warriors, the David Kidwell
coached side ultimately had too much size and
power for the home side to cope with.

The Junior Kangaroos were game in the first half,
taking a 12 -10 lead into the break after trailing
0-10 inside the opening 16 minutes.

But once the JKO6s opened t
tries in the first four minutes to leap to a 22 -12 lead
there was a sense theyéft p
contest, backing up | ast
the second of atwo -game series.

An illustration of the flow of the encounter came

with 10 minutes to play when the Junior Kangaroos
had already used all 12 of their interchanges while
the JKos still had four i
out of commission with injuries.

n

Fullback Omar Slaimankhel lasted only 28 minutes
before succumbing to an ongoing hamstring
problem and the impressive Jason Taumalolo had to
leave the field after 52 minutes with a serious facial
injury. By the final stages of the match, Sio Siua
Taukeiaho and Sam Lousi were also out of action.

However the JKO6s were in
noon, helped by the fact both sides had agreed they
could use their 18 " men if required. By the time
Kidwell called on his i Vodafone Junior Warriors
prop Aganatius Paasi i inthe 77 " minute, the
Junior Kangaroos had long since used theirs.

C

Earlier two almost identical passages of play
exemplified the JKo&s r"emnute,
hooker Siliva Havili went to the line before picking

out his club -mate John Palavi with a flat ball for the
opening try just after Palavi had come off the

www.nzrl.co.nz
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e henclh. Frenetlode restért, theg Weatrsttaight to their
right edge, winger Wayne Ulugia making a long

) brealobefarendrawinghe aover to puhés club -mate
and halfback Michael Parker  -Walshe over in a raid
that had covered the best part of 70 metres.

There was a repeat in the opening minutes of the
second half. After the home side had turned the ball
over fromthekick -of f, the JK©&6s
up the middle, Havili again the provider when he
picked out loose forward Sebastine Ikahihifo for the
try. From the restart they again went wide, this time
to their left edge where centre Sosaia Feki made a
searing break before finding Ulugia in support for
another fantastic try.
second spell with two
While the Australians threatened a comeback with
v their third itrynit washcanselled ouealmost
ribommediicatesisy i wmh Ro ttolr et aJ K s
Kangaroosd defence open near
timing his run to perfection once more to score his
second try off a flat ball.

came r

br ok
t

Second year Junior Kiwi Ikahihifo was possessed as
ahre gut tdgethep a relentless paerformagce peffoeey e r s
being deservedly taken off in the 75 " minute. He
was rated by most as the
decisivelyso T but he wasnodt on

isi ded
his o

when the Junior Kiwis again proved there is talent
aplenty around.
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GRIM DAY FOR KIWIS AT
NEWCASTLE

Coach Stephen Kearney and captain Benji Marshall conceded seven line breaks, made 60 more tackles

had no excuses after the Kiwis started their end of than the home side and missed 30 tackles.

season campaign with a hugely disappointing 6 -42

l oss to the Kangar oodfBillkellyS u n|dTherévwere eome signs of improvement early in

Cup Test at Ausgrid Stadium in Newcastle. the second half with a break by debutant prop
Russell Packer leading to an impressive try by full-

The Kiwis leaked four tries in the opening 20 back Kevin Locke. It was the first try of the half

minutes and eight in total on a day when they were and provided hope that there might be more from

unable to mount any pressure at all in a display the Kiwis.

littered with errors and missed tackles.
Instead the Kangaroos finished the afternoon with
At the post -match media conference both Kearney three more tries, including one on debut for prop
and Marshall were unequivocal about the quality of Keith Galloway.

the performance.
Several Kiwi players still had encouraging

iWe expect better from our s e|l moments dedfste tlrellopsidedgatueesof the battle
today wasn't good enougho0 s|awitdLodkedoiagredt fo further@iance his

probably had one of the better weeks on the training reputation. As he was for the Vodafone Warriors in
field for the first week in camp but today we their run to the NRL grand final, he was out-
executed poorly. It's a wake -up call. We showed standing under kicks of all types and was a
little glimpses of what we can do. We've got a proud constant threat bringing the ball back, gaining 161

bunch of guys there who want| retresfwoomrhik 15caress . 0

Kearney said AWe didnét hol dl TheKivw teamhwdl noiv teketMpalaysieeAlirlines

enough in first 15  -20 minutes and that had a direct flights to England and prepare for their first Four

effect on the way the game p|l Nagoasbutiogiagainst Augtralia m dVarringtonrore

whether the performance had anything to do with October 28.

complacency. At the end of the day you have to go

out there and deliver. We have a disappointed bunch The Kiwisd second stop wildl b ¢
of lads as well as a disappointed coach who know theyoll play Wales at Wembl ey

what happened today wasn't alcNoembenShbefae their clash against England in

Hull on November 12.

On a brilliant afternoon in front of a ground record
crowd of 32,890, the Kiwis, fielding five Test
debutants, were immediately on the back foot.

Inside the first six minutes Newcastle Knights
favourite Akuila Uate, playing his first Test, had
scored two tries on the right flank and by the 20
minute the Kangaroos had profited from more errors
by the New Zealanders. Given the ball in good field
position, the Kangaroos had a commanding 26 -0
lead at the break.

th

Hal fti me stats wereno6t at al
Having completed only nine of 19 sets, they had

i
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PASSION IS EVERYTHING..

BUT SO IS WINNING

BODYSCIENCE
TRAIN PLAY RECOVER

OFFICIAL SUPPLIER OF
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CIEN

www.facebook.com/bodyscience www.twitter.comybodyscience
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AUCKLAND PRIDE RETAIN
NATIONAL TITLE

Auckl anddéds domination of the first half of the 2011 Nat
October 15 led them to a comfortable win over the South Island Scorpions. Both teams had travelled to

Massey Park, Papakura to play in near perfect conditions for finals footy, in order to compete for the Albert
Baskerville Trophy

A strong starting performance from the Auckland forwards immediately put the Southerners under immense

pressure and shortly after kick off Auckland fullback Philip Pese crossed to score his first of three tries in the

game. Prop Suaia Matagi, who was |l ater named Man of the Ma
reckoned with creating a number of key line breaks for the Auckland team and when the two sides retreated

to the half time break, thhe Auckl anderos |l ed 20

After returning from the break, the combination of losing a player to injury and a rapidly rising penalty count

against the Aucklanders appeared to temporarily upset their strong hold on the game. The Scorpions struck
back to score and when one of the Scorpionbds broke through
up his team mate for another try the Southerners looked well and truly back in the game.

However, with only seconds to spare, a spill of the ball by the South Island number 8 saw the Auckland team
capitalise sending pivot al player Mabéu across the Iline to
second year in a row. 11 of the players from the game were named post match to represent New Zealand in

the 2011 Residents team set to take on the NZ Maori Residents at Mt Smart Stadium No.2 on Sunday, Octo-

ber 30, 2011.

Full time score: Auckland Pride 44 -Sout h I sl and 3.corpionds

www.nzrl.co.nz September 2011 /9
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NATIONAL COMPETITION 2011
FINALISTS FOUND

After seven hard fought rounds of competition and with
the finalists for the Albert Baskerville Trophy not
decided until the last match of the weekend, this year's
National Competition has once again proven a big
success.

Of last year's finalists only the Wellington Orcas have
missed the finals this year, while the South Island
make their debut in the Albert Baskerville Trophy
Premiers competition.

Auckland Pride continue to dominate with teams in all
three finals while the Counties Manukau Stingrays
again have teams in the 15s and 17s finals.

Pat Carthy Auckland Zone GM said, AWedbre really pleased t

our 15s didndét make it, so to go one better this year show
really looking forward to defending the Albert Baskerville trophy and | know all the teams will be working
hard for themselves, their families and their teams. 0

This year the finals will be played over two weekends, with the Premiers playing October 15, and the 15s
and 17s playing their finals games on Sunday October 30.

Steve Martin, South Island Zone GM said, fAAfter the disapp
the team this year with a strong base of returning players, was determined to progress further in the

competition. Our  new South Island inter district competition which ran alongside the National Competition

provided a good vehicle for squad players to get game ti me
one better and make the final this year. o

National Competition Finals Details:

Albert Baskerville Trophy Premier Final
Auckland Pride 44 v South Island Scorpions 34
October 15, 2011,

Massey Park, Papakura, Auckland.

Nathan Cayless Cup 15s Final

Auckland Pride v Counties Manukau Stingrays
October 30, 2011 Mt Smart No. 2, Auckland.
Kick off 12.10pm

Mark Graham Cup 17s Final

Counties Manukau Stingrays v Auckland Pride
October 30, 2011 Mt Smart No. 2, Auckland.
Kick off 1.45pm

www.nzrl.co.nz September 2011/ 10
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NEW CLUB FOR RUGBY LEAGUE

NORTHLAND
By Rob Wakelin, GM RL Northland

After a time in the wilderness, the Far North rugby league fraternity has banded together to form the Kaitaia

Rugby League Club. Facilitated by Rugby League Northland GM Rob Wakelin and Lesley Wallace from Sport
Northland, they were very pleased with the turn -out of passionate rugby league stalwarts from the area who
have finally taken a stand to support, promote and grow rugby league in the area.

The club has elected new officers with John Tahana taking the role of Chairperson, Les Edwards as Treasurer,

Shirley Neho as Secretary, Vincent Rudolph as Senior Co -ordinator, Jim Larkin as Youth Co -ordinator, Chiefy
Yates as Junior Co -ordinator with Valley Hunter, Hayden Rutene, Tom Taylor and Holly Bryce Rudolph as the
remaining committee members.

A new constitution has been adopted and the club is in the throws of planning for the future with the full backing

of Rugby League Northland. Senior Co -ordinator Vincent Rudolph is gauging interest in starting a senior team to
compete in the Northland Wide competition. The hope is that senior members will become an important

component of this club structure and act as mentors to our youth and junior players.

YouthCo-or di nator Jim Larkin already has his hands full with the
Kaitaia teams hoping to fill the new uniforms of the Kaitaia Rugby League Club in 2012. There may also be room

in the future for an U13 grade as well. Junior Co -ordinator Chiefy Yates will look to establish a local U12 competi-

tion with the possibility of linking with Far North schools in an after -school event.

Said Wakelin, fAWe worked through a process of engaging | ocal |
structure of NZRL and Rugby League Northland and clearly ill u:
AUl ti mately though, it comes down to people with the capabili!

blessed with a number of people that will lead the club development. This outcome was also a great success for

the partnership between Rugby League Northland and Sport Northland, as local Community Sport Advisor Lesley
Wallace has been tireless in her efforts to see this outcome achieved and utilised her vast local network to get the
support and awareness required to make it a success. o0
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16 Sporhng,Qodes i
Your Team on the Imernqhonal Stage

m/leasure yourself against the best!

Badminton Golf Multisport Squash
f6 a% Basketball Gymnastics Nethall Swimming

Cross Country Hockey Rugby Sevens Tennis

Foothall Indoor Bowls Rugby League Waterpolo

In 2011, more than 4,600 middle school against the best of their age across sixteen

students from 121 New Zealand schools different sports.
compeled in the annual week-long NZCT What started as a small festival of sport -
AIMS National Sporting Championships, in 2004 has now grown into what is v 2 '&t year invite for international team

held in Tauranga. Together with over
900 coaches, managers and officials,
this makes it the largest AIMS GAMES
fournament staged since its beginnings
in 2004.

considered the National Championships
for middle schools in New Zealand and the
largest school sporting event nationally.
Hand-in-hand with this growth has

been the emergence of the NZCT AIMS

v Test yourself against the best for your age

+ Intensive competition in a supportive environm

v Exemplary facilities

+" A social and cultural experience you will never fo

+" An all inclusive package for travelling teams

The NZCT AIMS GAMES is a strategic
partnership between Sport Bay of Plenty,
the four Western Bay Intermediate
Schools, and the Tauranga City Coundil.
The sporting champicnships give 11 to 13
year olds a unique opportunity to compete

(Accommodation, meals, bus transfers, cultural
and social activities and a commemorative t-shirt)

AL PR A
NP VAck

GAMES as a pathway to ongoing sporting
achievement and success, Many students
have gone on to achieve further provincial
and national representative status

from the opportunities provided by this
launching pad.

wWww.nzaimsgames.co.nz

Tournament Director: Vicki Semple

+64 7 578 0016 or vickis@sportbop.conz
Tournament Chairperson: Brian Diver

+64 7 578 4401 or briand@tauranga-int.school.nz

— A g

ANSGAR

E NZCT AIMS NATIONAL

 CHAMPIONSHIP

BALiaal o Al
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Fly to London

22469. 322485,

Flying Korean Air from Auckland or Flying Asiana Airlines from Wellington
Christchurch. Depart 20 Oct-19 Nov 11. Depart 20 Oct-19 Nov 11.

Book in store for
the best prices
and widest choice.

Add On Gillette Four Nations Tickets

28 Oct 11 Australia v New Zealand —Warrington $61°

05 Nov 11 Wales v New Zealand/England v Australia — London $92°

12 Nov |1 England v New Zealand — Hull $61°

19 Nov 11 Four Nationals Final — Leeds s61°

Add On Sightseeing & Transportation

Red Rover River Thames Hop-on Hop-off Cruise

por parscn from $29°

London Eye Standard Ticket & Madame Tussauds London @ 0800 35 44 48

por perscn from 309'

2 Day London Sightseeing Pass ‘ flightcentre.co.nz

por parscn from $1H9

Windsor, Stonehenge & Bath Tour h?“d'Y’@
flightcentre.co.nz

por perscn from $139*

Hertz Car Hire - fully inclusive Ford Fiesta or similar

Valid for collection from London, Maschester or Leeds depots Visit us il‘l store.

3 daps from (per car) $165°

Britrail Flexi Pass - Standard Class
Valid for travel throughout England, Scoclund & Wales

$405°

See over for great
accommeodation deals

3 daps in 2 months

AUGEY LEAGLE
FOUR NATW NS

*See aver far srmu & conchdons

www.nzrl.co.nz

!

FLIGHT
CENTRE

€
Unbeatntle

|
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RUGBY LEAGUE RETURNS TO
NORTHLAND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

One of Rugby League Northl ambadhy Ikeowl dt f otl d @iw®? o
goals has been achieved with the re -introduction
of rugby league to Northland secondary schools. The competition is sponsored by Northtec who
have recognised the overlapping values of sport
RLN has exceeded its own expectations with eight and education in the success of young Northland-
schools competing in 2011 T Te Kura Kaupapa o ers.
Te Rangi Aniwaniwa, Okaihau College, Northland
College, Opononi Area School, Kamo High School, Wakelin recognised the work of RLN Development
Tikipunga, Whangarei Boys and Dargaville High Oof ficer Richard Koroi, OWith
Schools T having targeted only four initial Northland (via Kiwisport), the Oxford Trust and the
participants. Four Winds foundation we were able to put
Richardbds role in place and
In naming the competition, Rugby League reflective of the work he has done out there on the
Northland is recognising its most famous export in ground assisting our colleges to source coaches
Adam Blair, a move that RL General Manager Rob and get their programmes up
Wakelin hopes will inspire more talented
Northlanders to go further, ioMurh hihgeh fpumrdfhielre support of
exports 1 Adam, Sam (McKendry) and Elijah Community Trust, Nort htec an
(Taylor) T made it out of Northland when there able to kit each team out in a set of brand new
was no structure and pat hwagyerssystp ealyputiour lgest fobt eomvard, and
removed an obstacle to getting these boys on the
AiNow we are building the rijdhteldewel opment and

support around our players, who knows how

LGS 5 L EGL/E

IORTHLAND

proudly display t;ew jerse;‘s '.

S
—c—

he captains e eight Adaj@ Blair Troi m
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NEW SOUTH ISLAND INTER

DISTRICT PREMIER COMPETITION
By Steve Martin, Southern Zone GM

The new South Island Premier inter district The competition itself proved to be a tight one with
competition concluded on Saturday October 1 with very few blowout scores. In the first round the newly
the grand final played between the Canterbury A formed Tasman Titans knocked over the West Coast
team and the Canterbury 2006s$ Chagesand inlrdued fourthe saané Weast Coast

A team narrowly defeated its younger counterparts Chargers team very nearly upset the powerful

by 26 points to 18 at the Halswell Domain in a Canterbury A team.

cracker of a game.
With the exposure gained and a further season of

The final was the culmination of a round robin rugby league the emerging districts are going to

series of games between the premier teams of all provide for a very close competition.

five South Island districts. The competition was a

chance for the Otago Whalers and Tasman Titans to Continued over .......

showcase their new playing strips and for players
from those regions to get a taste of representative
footy after years without league at club and rep
level.

For traditional teams the West Coast Chargers and
the Southland Rams who have fielded teams over
the past few seasons it provided a more meaningful
competition rather than one off games.

Given that the very best club players from
Canterbury were in the South Island Scorpions
Premier team playing in the National Competition,
for the strong Canterbury district, it allowed a wider
range of players to experience rugby league at this
level and to blood the next group of young players
coming through to premier ranks.

Because the competition ran at the same time as
the National Competition, South Island Scorpions
coach Brent Stuart was able to use the competition
to keep his squad members fit and playing and
ready to go if required for the National Comp.

As well as providing a pathway for premier club
players the competition gave referees, touch
judges, coaches, managers and trainers the oppor-
tunity of developing their own experience and abili-
ties. This will serve to encourage those people in
these roles inthe re  -emerging districts in
particular.

West Coast Chargers (red and white) v Canterbury 20s

i
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The Southland Rams had a difficult year failing to record a win but were competitive early in the season
before injuries kicked in. New coach Bruce Miller was able to blood a number of players and this should augur
well for 2012.

The Otago Whalers claimed third place hot on the heels of the two Canterbury teams only just piping the
Tasman Titans for third. Having to draw from a four team competition made selection challenging but the
players responded well under the guidance of coach Dave Reedy. Titans coach Phil Bergman had his team
playing some good footy.

The very young West Coast Chargers team under new coach Dean McGrath were probably the big improvers
in the competition. Their no nonsense hardnosed approach was very effective and the players will stand this
traditional district in fine stead in the years to come.

With plans already underway for the competition to continue into 2012, the lessons learnt from the
competition in 2011 for all involved are going to ensure an even more exciting competition next year.

Round 1 Round 4

Otago Whalers 36 v 28 Southland Rams \West Coast 22 v 28 Canterbury A

Tasman Titans 28 v 20 West Coast Chargers [Canterbury 20 39 v 20 Otago Whalers

Canterbury A beat v Canterbury 20 Tasman Titans 42 v 26 Southland Rams

Round 2 Round 5

[Tasman Titans 20 v 34 Canterbury 20 Tasman Titans 30 v 40 Otago Whalers

Otago Whalers 10 v 50 Canterbury A Canterbury 20 36 v 20 West Coast

Southland Rams 30 v 38 West Coast Chargers |Canterbury A 96 v 6 Southland Rams

Round 3

\West Coast 20 v 30 Otago Whalers GRAND FINAL

Canterbury A 64 v 12 Tasman Titans Canterbury A 26 v 18 / I Y (1l SND dzNEB| |

Southland Rams 12 v 14 Canterbury 20's

TEAM PLAYE]l WON | LOST |DRAWN FOR |AGAINS|POINTY DIFF

Canterbury A 5 5 0 0 268 50 10 218

Canterbury 20 5 4 1 0 123 102 8 21

Tasman Titans 5 2 3 0 132 182 4 -50

Otago Whalers 5 3 2 0 136 167 6 -31

West Coast Chargers 5 1 4 0 120 152 2 -32

Southland Rams 5 0 5 0 102 226 0 -124
e — R R —
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COLLEGE LEAGUE GROWS IN

PRESTIGE AND NUMBERS
By Alex Smits, Wellington RL

The season kicked off on August 30 with an official fiAs a result of this support, the more traditional
launch at the Porirua Library with over 90 people league schools have shown their dominance and
cramming the room including special guests Nick produced outstanding team and individual

Legget Mayor of Porirua, Kris Faafoi Mana MP, performances throughout the s

Luafataali'i Litea Ah Hoi Porirua Councilor and NZRL Both the Stephen Kearney and the Johnny Lomax

Life Member Bernie Wood and a number of College Cup are managed in partnership between WRL
Principals. and College Sport.
John Hornal, CEO Coll ege Sp ¢ inpothgampetifionsghe frst threequrekgasey

round robin pool play, then its knockout football
with the top two in each competition playing a
finals game to find the two Cup winners.

League is the fastest growing Secondary School
sport in Wellington; credit has to be given to
Wellington Rugby League for their vision and
professionalism toward the delivery of the The bottom two play knockout football to win a
competition. We have grown from seven teams in plate final, which meant on October 8 we were
2008 to 31 boysod college teampbiegedtdsegfpukfinagsi rl1 s6 t eams

in 2011.0 )
It was a huge showing for teams from the Lower

Hutt Valley Pools. Seven of the eight finalists in

Sixteen C oll e”g es competed in bothhcémspetit)(oﬁs%lfcgrr?e froEmt tf%qspzong!!nThe
Kearney Cup, and in an exciting new development only outside team was Aotea College who played
in 2011 15 colleges took part in a year 9 and 10 in the SK Cup Plate Final.

competition, the Johnny Lomax Cup.
Continued over ...
Both competitions are played over a six week
period with the finals played on October 8 at
Whakatiki St, home of the Upper Hutt Tigers Rugby
League Club.

Orcas Cup - Second Tier Year 9 and 10 Final
Hutt Valley High School 28 v St Bernards 20

College Sport Cup - 1% XIll Second Tier Final

. ) Aotea College 10 v Wainui High School 14
Jason Hemson Wellington Rugby League GM said, ¢ 9

AThe College Competitions a
Wellington League community, with the local clubs

linking with the colleges to supply coaching and
management support.o

Johnny Lomax Cup Year 9 and 10 Final
Naenae 24 v Wainuiomata High 22

Stephen Kearney Cup Final
Taita College 22 v St Bernards 20

Dave McKenzie from College Sport Wellington said,
ACl ub coaches and official
professional environment for the school game to
develop. It is this professionalism that has seen

non -traditional league schools providing the

opportunity for their students to take part in a fun,
supportive and competitive environment.

i
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Drive Safe Porirua a council agency to promote
Road Safety supports WRLOsSs ¢cpmmunity
development program Leadership through League.

Since we have been playing league at colleges
many of the colleges have struggled to have decent
playing kits. They often have to play in five year
old hand me down rugby jerseys or even borrow
jerseys from their local club.

Dave Mackenzie from College Sport Wellington
presents Taita Collegebds capt
with the Stephen Kearney Cup. Benson was

One of the benefits of the Drive Safe Porirua
sponsorship is that four Porirua Colleges were

kitted out in brand new Rugby League playing Kits. awarded player of the final (chosen by Mose
Mark Kairua, Road Safety Porirua Coordinator, sees Masoe) and was the competitions top try scorer
that the message of Leadership and responsibility with 12 tries in 6 matches.

as an important message to be 6édrivend home to

players and supporters of the Stephen Kearney Cup
as they are the next generation of drivers and have

the biggest opportunity to ¢lLleadd in their
community.

Stephen Kearney Cup Selection to play Warriors
Development Squad.
Auckland 29th October ~ 1.00pm i Cornwall Park

Photos: Daryl New

Providing another incentive for College League
players will be the opportunity to match them
against the Warriors Development Squad. This will
be the second year that a Stephen Kearney Cup Arnold Lomax Johnnyods elder b
Selection will travel to play the Warriors. This year the Year 9 and 10 Cup to inaugural champions

the team will be coached by ex Kiwi Mike Kuiti with Naenae College. Mose was on hand to present

Orcas 176s Coach Kenny O006Br | etheplayerofihe fing! todhe captainsof thes -

sistant. A trial will be staged on Thursday October defeated Wainui High team, Peter Umaga -

13. The trial will see the best league boys face off Jenson.

against the best Rugby boys with 21 out of the 40

players not registered with League clubs. L,
E_uuu_.q'_._- :pu'}L
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