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Itôs hard to believe that we are nearly at 

yearôs end and that when you read this itôll 

be the middle of November. Time has  

simply flown by, every month jam packed 

with exciting activities and October is no 

different.  

 

The Museum has become a popular venue for events, 

weôve had the 1971 Kiwis team use it for a reunion  

gathering, a potential sponsor held a meeting there (and 

made a very generous donation for doing so), the NZ 

Residents and NZ Maori held their after match function 

there and this month the Coaching & Development staff 

got together to compare notes on their plans for 2012.  

 

While TV and other media understandably focus on what 

the Kiwis are up to, you donôt get to be a Kiwi without 

support from a young age, and thatôs what this group is 

working on. They set out dates for the myriad of events 

which will take place with minimum publicity, but not we 

hope, without maximum effect.  

 

Thereôll be Community Roots Camps and Zone Hearts 

Camps, competitions at local, regional and national level. 

Thereôll be in-school and inter school league and some 

players will work their way up through merit teams to 

elite teams and onto the National stage. All along the 

way theyôll be supported by this passionate group of 

league development staff and thereôll be courses  

available to help everyone up skill whether theyôre a 

player, a coach, a trainer or a match official.  

 

Seeing the National Competition on Sky TV this year was 

a major step up, and Iôm sure anyone who watched it will 

agree with me that the league was exciting and the  

production looked very professional. Itôs all part of  

building a sustainable and well funded culture as we 

strive to grow and develop the game across the country.  

 

Inside this edition you can read about the good work that 

our Community Programmes team did in Rarotonga this 

month; along with a number of Kiwis and working with 

members of the local community, they went out and saw 

hundreds of young children and introduced them to the 

game. They also left behind extensive resources to assist 

the locals with continuing the work (page 5).  

In the middle of the month our youngest elite team 

the NZ Resident 16s took on their Australian counter-

parts in a tough game at Massey Park, Papakura.  

Despite the weather and the draw, the Australians said 

they really enjoyed the visit and would like to make it 

an annual fixture which will be a positive development  

opportunity for our players.  

 

Sadly the Four Nations tournament wasnôt the success 

we had hoped, however, when not training the players 

continued their off field community work and once 

again received some very good feedback from the 

public (page 12).  

Weôve also had awards and a number of celebrations 

around the country and weôre pleased to share some 

of these with you (page 18).  

  

Lastly, on page 30 is a new and innovative way to  

support our League 4 Life Foundation, it is proving 

very popular, so please have a look.  

Future of NZ Rugby League v  
Australia page 7  

National Competition 
Finals Day page 14  

Cover: NZ Residents 
celebrate their win.  

NZRL Awards Winners  
page 18  
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How quickly things change in sport. This time 

last year the Kiwis had toured New Zealand, 

beaten England in Wellington and Papua New 

Guinea in Rotorua and secured a place in the 

Four Nations Final.   

 

They returned to Suncorp Stadium, site of their 

Rugby League World Cup final win, confident 

they could repeat that success, and they did, 

winning the 2010 Four Nations title.  

 

Twelve months on, with the same coaching and 

management team, things are very different and  

as you can imagine, everyone here is extremely 

disappointed with this years result.  

 

Yes, we had more than a dozen players un -

available due to injury and yes, we lost players 

once the tournament started, players the  

tournament rules didnôt allow us to replace, but 

we along with the selectors believed that we had 

the depth to overcome this.  

 

Touring overseas is difficult, especially in the UK, 

but the reports coming back were positive. The 

Kiwis management team believe that off the field 

our planning and systems are working, the  

players trained well and were focused on the 

task in hand.  

 

In a positive for our future, the seven 2011  

debutants Lewis Brown, Gerard Beale, Kalifa  

Faifai Loa, Alex Glenn, Kevin Locke, Russell 

Packer, Elijah Taylor have had the opportunity to 

step up to the next level and they have all  

performed well.  

 

They, along with the other new members of the 

squad, Kevin Proctor and Bill Tupou, will  

undoubtedly have learnt a lot from the experience 

and be better prepared in 2012.  

 

There is no hiding from the fact however that the 

team didnôt perform the way everyone expected, 

and we will be reviewing the tour in detail once 

they have returned home.  

 

Weôll look at what we did well, and at what we can 

improve as we continue our work to develop  

consistency at the highest level of the game.  

 

This has in many ways been a very good year for 

Rugby League in New Zealand, participation  

numbers are up again, we have secured new 

sponsors, we have added to our pathways with 

the new Secondary Schools competition and the 

16s and 18s Residents sides, and the Junior Kiwis 

played another excellent game against the Junior  

Kangaroos but we know that ultimately our  

success is largely measured on the performances 

of the Kiwis.  

 

On a positive note, our NZ Match Officials have 

had a number of opportunities at the Four  

Nations, Henry Perenara has made his test  

refereeing debut and Shane Rehm has been a 

touch judge for a number of the games.  

Developing pathways for Match Officials is a very 

important part of our games success and this 

tournament has certainly achieved that .  

 

Fortunately in sport there is always next  

season and you can be sure we are already 

working towards making sure that it is as  

successful as possible at all levels.  

 

άLƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

seven 2011 debutants ... have had 

ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇΦέ   



October 2011 / 4  

COACHING & DEVELOPMENT  

CONFERENCE PREPARES FOR 2012  
Coaching and Development Officers from around the 

country gathered at Rugby League House this month 

for a Development Conference. They were joined by 

five of the seven Zone General Managers and a 

number of NZRL staff for two days of presentations 

and workshops.  

 

Day One saw the Zones present their 2012 Football 

calendars which show the dates of all the courses, 

competitions, school programmes and school  

competitions they will be running in their area.  

  

Dan Floyd, NZRL Coaching & Development Manager 

commented ñWe have come a long way in the last 

two years, there is a lot of planning being done and 

some very good programmes put in place.  

  

ñEveryone has a clear outline of the work to come 

including the timing of the Community Roots camps 

and the Zone Hearts camps.ò 

  

Sasho Stosic, NZRL Football Operations Manager 

presented the National Calendar to the group,  

outlining all National programs including the National 

Secondary Schools tournament and National 16s and 

18s camps.  

 

Dain Guttenbeil, NZRL Community 

Programmes Manager ran a workshop 

on the League 4 Life Club Programme 

and gave everyone an overview of the 

new Fundamentals DVD.  

  

On Day Two the group worked through 

the Community Roots Camp schedule 

in more detail, looking at ways to add 

further value to these very successful 

events as they go into their third year.  

 

Once again there will be 17 camps, 

with the locations selected in  

conjunction with the Zone General 

Managers and their teams. In 2012 it 

is intended that there will be more  

activities involving the parents with 

the children.  

There was a discussion around Mini Mod footy, 

Secondary School Rugby League, and Junior Repôs 

to make sure that everyone had their goals aligned 

regarding the levels of competition, with the  

adding of 13s and 14s to the 2012 calendar.  

 

In addition there were presentations from Len 

Reid, Bay of Plenty on Kiwi League Tag and from 

Alex Smits, Wellington on the óLeadership Through 

Leagueô programme. 

  

Dan Floyd said òOne of the things we continue to 

stress, which also came across in the presentations 

from Len and Alex, is how important consistency is 

to this process. As we grow and add new events to 

the calendar it is really important that we ensure 

consistency in planning and delivery across NZ at 

all levels and in all our competitions.  

 

ñThatôs one of the real benefits of getting together 

like this, we can ensure that weôre all working  

together to achieve the best possible outcomes for 

the game.ò 
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VISIT TO COOK ISLANDS TO ASSIST WITH 

GROWING THE GAME  

By Dain Guttenbeil, Community Programmes  
Rugby League is one of the more popular sports in the Cook Islands; however children donôt usually 

participate in the game until the age of 13. Wanting to help foster and grow the game in the Pacific, the 

NZRL sent Community Programmes Manager Dain Guttenbeil to Rarotonga. The aim was to assist with  

development of local capability to introduce the game to the youth of the island through the schools  

network.  

 

In addition the NZRL arranged for six of the Kiwis players to travel to Rarotonga to meet with local youth 

and promote league as a sport.  The Cook Island Sports Academy (CISA) students, lead by Kevin Iro, were  

identified by the Cook Islands Rugby League (CIRL) as the best people to be trained to reach schools on the 

island.  

 

The CISA students were trained by NZRL staff to deliver an introductory programme called óNZRL Backyard 

Rugby Leagueô which takes students through the basic skills resulting in a game of rugby league where the 

students themselves make up the majority of the rules.  

 

Staff also showed the CISA students how to run a carnival day, similar to an NZRL Community Roots camp. 

The carnival format can now be used by the CIRL and CISA to arrange inter school Mini and Mod rugby 

league carnivals in the future.  

 

The NZRL Backyard League programme was delivered to seven of the 10 Primary schools on Rarotonga by 

the NZRL staff and CISA students. With the help of the Kiwis players and the Cook Islands National team, 

over 700 local children had their first experience of participation in a modified form of rugby league that is 

focused on safety and fun.  

 

All schools visited were provided with a resource pack to encourage the teachers to continue the  

programme. The pack included the backyard league matrix forms for children to develop their own form of 

league to play, plus stickers and certificates for recognition of participation.                  

               Continued over .....  

Students at Avarua School receiving the NZRL Backyard League briefing from Dain Guttenbeil  
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VISIT TO COOK ISLANDS TO ASSIST WITH 

GROWING THE GAME  

By Dain Guttenbeil, Community Programmes  
Full manuals were provided for both the schools 

based programmes and the community rugby 

league carnivals with the aim that these will  

continue in the islands.  

 

The NZRL Community Roots Carnival held at the 

National Stadium on Rarotonga was attended by  

300 students from various schools who were  

involved in additional rugby league activities with a 

stronger focus on participation in modified rugby 

league, and the students got to test their skills 

alongside, and against, the Kiwi internationals who 

were present throughout the day.  

During the community carnival Tony Kemp NZRL 

Football Manager delivered a free Mini and Mod 

Rugby League Coaching Course to ensure there 

would be capability on the island to continue the 

momentum, with eight people attending and  

completing the course.  

In addition to the work done by the NZRL and  

Kiwis players within schools, further activities were 

undertaken to ensure the development  

opportunity for the local game provided the Cook 

Islands Rugby League with a means to raise funds 

making use of the presence of the six Kiwis squad 

members: Tony Kemp, Ruben Wiki, Sam McKendry, 

Fuifui Moimoi, Isaac Luke and Jared Waerea -

Hargraves.  

 

In all the NZRL team spent over 190 hours on  

community development work while in Rarotonga 

and more than 1000 children were introduced to 

the game.  

 

It was a very busy week for everyone involved and 

achieved some really worthwhile outcomes. We 

really appreciated the support we received locally, 

most notably from the Cook Islands Sports  

Academy Students and staff. We have left a  

number of resources which will make it possible for 

people to continue the work and a number of  

people have been trained its in delivery. Iôm sure 

the game has a solid future there.  

 

Jared Waerea -Hargreaves and Fuifui MoiMoi with the kids  

Ruben Wiki acknowledges the participants  

Dain, Ruben and carnival kids with their NZRL bags  
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TOUGH CONDITIONS FOR NZ 16s v 

QUEENSLAND ACADEMY MATCH  

NZ Resident 16s played the Queensland Academy of 

Sport (QAS) rugby league team in a one off game in 

front of a good crowd at Massey Park in Papakura.   

Unpleasant weather conditions, with heavy squally 

rain and strong winds made handling extremely  

difficult for the teams, especially in the second half 

when both struggled to complete their sets of six.   

While they made good metres up the middle of the 

park, neither team were able to finish their attacking 

raids as strong tackles by their opposition regularly 

resulted in the ball being lost.  

The NZ16s scored first with a try to centre Lafu  

Feagaiga (Counties Manukau Stingrays), which went 

unconverted on what was a very difficult afternoon for 

the kickers.  

In their next attempt they were held up over the line 

and the QAS turned this to their advantage kicking a 

40 / 20 to take them onto the attack. Their fullback 

Nathan Wilson (Burleigh) then crossed for a try, also 

unconverted.   

Eventually, as the rain got heavier and the wind 

picked up, the  NZ16s were able to put their captain 

Reubenn Rennie over in the corner for their second 

try.  

The  NZ16s kicked to the corners, chased hard & 

forced QAS to make errors on their line. Unfortunately 

they didnôt convert the possession into points and  

the QAS were able to turn the tables and put their 

number 9 Jayden Berrell (Runaway Bay) over for a 

try. The only conversion of the afternoon by Ashley 

Taylor took it to 10 -  8  to QAS, which was the half 

time score.  

The second half was similarly affected by the weather 

with both teams making breaks, both sets of forwards 

making good metres but neither side able to finish 

with points.   

Continued over.....  
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TOUGH CONDITIONS FOR NZ 16s v 

QUEENSLAND ACADEMY MATCH  
As scrum after scrum was set and the rain increased, 

the players continued to try their best, with some 

good offloads and runs from the wingers. Eventually 

the  NZ16s fullback Tuimoala Lolohea (Auckland Pride) 

scored taking it to 12 points to 10.  

In their desperation to score, the QAS then gave away 

a number of penalties at the ruck and were eventually 

warned by the referee.  

The  NZ16s continued to force line dropouts but  

couldn't turn the possession into points before QAS 

wing Ryan Mitchell (Kingaroy) scored a try.   

At 14 -  12  to QAS and with only minutes on the 

clock ,the  NZ16s were awarded another penalty, and 

kicker Lafu Feagaia didn't miss. The game finished in a 

14 all draw.   

The Queensland Academy of Sport rugby league  

programme was started in 2000 by Wayne Bennett, 

then Brisbane Broncos coach, as a way of finding  

future State of Origin stars. The players come into 

camp twice a year and Kurt Richards, Brisbane  

Broncos 20s coach, is their coach. The team was in NZ 

for a few days, playing two games, one against a NZ 

Maori 16s team and this.   

The NZ Resident 16s team was drawn from five of the 

NZRL National Competition 15s teams and the  

National Secondary schools tournament and was in 

camp for four days.  

Their coach Jeff Whittaker said " I'm really very proud 

of the boys, they gave their all in trying conditions. 

We missed a few try scoring opportunities which was 

disappointing but the conditions didn't help. They're a 

great bunch of boys and we had a fantastic camp, this 

is all very positive for the future of New Zealand rugby 

league."   

Queensland Academy coach  Kurt Richards was also 

very positive after the game saying, "We've had an 

outstanding trip. Both the games we played were of a 

very high standard. We were so well looked after by 

New Zealand Rugby League, we'd really like to make 

this an annual event."  

Match details:   

Tuesday, October 18, 2011  

At Massey Park, Papakura, Auckland  

NZ Resident 16s: 14  (Tuimoala Lolohea, Lafu  

Feagauga, Reubenn Rennie tries; Lafu Feagauga 

penalty).  

Queensland  Academy  of Sport: 14  ( Nathan  

Wilson, Ryan Mitchell, Jayden Berrell tries; Ashley 

Taylor conversion).  

Halftime: 10 -  8 QAS  

Referee: Jamal Thompson  

Touch Judges: Alex Herbert, Kena Waikai  
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KIWIS FOUR NATIONS OPENER v  

AUSTRALIA  
The Kiwis put together a vastly - improved performance 

in their 12 -26 loss to Australia in the opening match of 

the 2011 Gillette Four Nations.  

As has become an unwanted trend, the New Zealand 

side were 16 -nil down at halftime before constructing a 

comeback, scoring twice in the space of eight minutes 

to cut the Kangaroos' lead to just four points at 12 -16.  

They didn't want for more opportunities either, with 

winger Jason Nightingale, coming within a centimeter 

or two of engineering another try. Chasing down a 

grubber which seemed destined to go dead, the Kiwi 

acrobatically flicked the ball back in -goal, fullback 

Kevin Locke pouncing for what the Kiwis thought was a 

stunning try. Video replays showed Nightingale 

touched the dead ball line.  

The Australians eventually scored two more tries to 

win 26 -12.  

The Kiwis had moved on from their poor loss in  

 Newcastle but Kearney was still far from satisfied.  

"We're disappointed because we gave ourselves  

opportunities in the second half but didn't make the 

most of them, I thought the guys were a lot better in 

the second half but it was still frustrating for us in the 

first half.  

"In saying that, the positives were that this  

performance was better than our last one against  

Australia."  

Captain Benji Marshall's reaction wasn't dissimilar. "I 

was really proud of the performance from what is a 

very young side," he said. "The fight back shows the 

character of this side but we still didn't execute well 

enough."  

For much of the second spell, the Kiwis delivered the 

kind of quality Kearney had demanded from the outset. 

Firstly with a try to Nightingale when he swooped on 

the loose ball when the Kangaroos failed to defuse a 

Kieran Foran bomb. Eight minutes later the Kiwis had 

the try of the night after some thrilling ball movement 

on the last tackle. Simon Mannering kept the ball alive 

before Gerard Beale and Nightingale were both  

involved in creating a first Test try for winger Kalifa 

Faifai Loa in only his second Test.  

The Kiwis' four props were all in strong form, Ben 

Matulino outstanding after missing the Newcastle 

Test. He made 32 tackles and carried the ball 16 

times for 114 metres. Jeremy Smith (41) and  

Mannering (37) were the Kiwis' busiest defenders 

while Australian hooker Cameron Smith made 55 

tackles.  

Halliwell Jones Stadium, Warrington  
October 28, 2011  

Kiwis 12  (Jason Nightingale, Kalifa Faifai Loa tries; 
Benji Marshall 2 conversions).  

Kangaroos 26  (Matt Scott, Tony Williams, Johnathan 
Thurston, Darius Boyd, Akuila Uate tries; Johnathan 

Thurston 3 conversions).  

Halftime: 16 -0 Kangaroos.  

Referee: Phil Bentham (England).  

Crowd: 12,491.   

Try scorer Kalifa Fai Fai Loa  
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KIWIS BEAT WALES AT WEMBLEY 

DOUBLE - HEADER  
Playing at the magnificent Wembley Stadium in 

front of a crowd which later swelled to more than 

42,000, the Kiwis were clinical early on as they 

played to the game plan set for them.  

With their completion rate sound, they produced 

three well -constructed tries in the opening  

20 minutes.  

Captain Benji Marshall laid on the first after only 

four minutes, punching a kick through the Welsh 

line with impressive winger Jason Nightingale timing 

his chase to perfection to gather the ball for his 10 th  

try in 14 Tests. And Marshall was the architect again 

nine minutes later when he laid on a sweet inside 

pass for fullback Kevin Locke to cut through for his 

second Test try.  

When hooker Thomas Leuluai created the first of 

two tries for second rower Sika Manu in the 20 th  

minute, the score could have blown out. Instead the 

scoring slowed up although there were two more 

smart tries for the Kiwis before the break, both with 

the Marshall stamp on them.  

His 31 st  minute bomb was tapped back by the  

chasing Locke, debutant Elijah Taylor collecting and 

sweeping the ball to his right for Manu to score his 

second try. And, right on halftime, winger Gerard 

Beale had his first Test try, the result of Marshall 

shaping to go to the open but pivoting to raid down 

the short side. He put centre Alex Glenn through a 

hole and all he needed to do was to shift the ball to 

Beale on the outside for another nice try.  

At 26 -0 the afternoon was looking grim for the 

Welsh but they were never less than willing 

throughout, especially in the second half when their 

brutal defence ensured the Kiwis had to work for 

their rewards of which there were few.  

With McKendry gone after 54 minutes, the Kiwis 

were down on troops and it took until the 62 nd   

minute before they crossed again, Beale handed his 

second courtesy of a Kieran Foran pass.  

Leading 30 -0 with 18 minutes to play there was 

ample time for the Kiwis to score again but the  

gallant Welsh refused to yield. Only once more, did 

they open up when Leuluai, named the man of the 

match, skipped through the Welsh line and gifted a 

try for utility Nathan Fien.  

By then the Kiwis had used up all 12 interchanges 

with Glenn taken off in the 70 th  minute with a slight 

shoulder injury.  

While McKendry's injury was a setback, there were 

some encouraging signs, not least on defence with 

the Kiwis missing just 16 tackles and leaking only 

one line break.  

Adam Blair's return after a long enforced break was 

also impressive. He played all but four minutes of 

the match, carrying the ball 18 times for 128 metres 

-  the most by any of the forwards -  and making 28 

tackles.  

Wembley Stadium, London  
November 5, 2011  

Kiwis 36  (Jason Nightingale, Kalifa Faifai Loa tries; 
Benji Marshall 2 conversions).  

Wales -  0  

Halftime: 26 -0 Kiwis.  

Referee: Matt Cecchin (Australia).  
 

Crowd: 42,344.   
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KIWIS LOSE TO ENGLAND AND 

MISS FOUR NATIONS FINAL  
England ended the Kiwis' hopes of winning back - to -

back Four Nations titles with a 28 ð6 win in the  

sudden -death clash between the two sides at Hull's 

KC Stadium.  

The Kiwis went into this match knowing how  

challenging it is to beat England on English soil, with 

only one win against England or Great Britain in the 

last 11 games played in the northern hemisphere, 

now one in 12.  

Both teams were without first -choice forwards, the 

Kiwis losing Fuifui Moimoi and England without  

Gareth Ellis.  

The Kiwis began confidently, halfback Kieran Foran 

crossing early when England failed to handle an  

aerial attack but the video referee ruled it offside. 

The Kiwis weren't helped either when they lost full-

back Kevin Locke after only 10 minutes with a  

shoulder injury (although he returned for a time 

later on).  

Referee Matt Cecchin had a strong influence on the 

first half with a 7 -2 penalty count in England's  

favour. With possession running against them the 

Kiwis were unable to impose themselves or build 

pressure. Instead they were forced to defend deep 

inside their territory for most of the first half -  and 

they did so exceptionally well.  

It wasn't until the 28 th  minute that their line was 

breached, the opportunity owing much to the skills 

of Rangi Chase playing against his homeland for the 

first time. His dummying, weaving run across field 

helped to give winger Tom Briscoe a try wide out, 

splendidly converted by Kevin Sinfield.  

Not long after England prop James Graham was 

somehow held up over the line. With half time  

almost upon them, the referee found fault in the  

Kiwis' discipline again and England had a useful 8 -0 

lead at the break.  

The Kiwis' defence had kept them in the game but 

they couldnôt stop big England winger Ryan Halls 

classy finish wide out, Sinfield's conversion taking 

his side out to 14 -0 advantage.  

The New Zealanders still had plenty of time and, 

after showing real patience, they finally scored in 

the 61 st  minute. Benefiting from three repeat sets 

after forcing two goal - line drop -outs, Thomas  

Leuluai cleared the ball under pressure, Gerard 

Beale zipped out a wide pass to his right and  

expert finisher Jason Nightingale scored in the  

corner, his 11 th  try in 15 Tests. Benji Marshall's 

conversion had the Kiwis just eight points behind 

with 18 minutes still to play. Unfortunately they 

made an error from the restart, enabling England 

to immediately force a goal - line drop -out and then 

earn a penalty to go 16 -6 ahead.  

The Kiwis couldn't come back, England scored 

twice in the last eight minutes to claim a 22 -point 

win in front of a crowd of 23,447, a record for an 

England -New Zealand Test. England now go on to 

face Australia in the final at Elland Road in Leeds  

KC Stadium, Hull  
November 12, 2011  

Kiwis 6  (Jason Nightingale try; Benji Marshall  
conversion).  

England 28 (Tom Briscoe, Ryan Hall, James  

Graham, Sam Tomkins tries;  
Kevin Sinfield 4 conversions, penalty)  

Halftime: 8 -0 England  

Referee: Matt Cecchin (Australia).  
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POSITIVE KIWI FEEDBACK  
 

Hi Philippa,  

 

I'm a father of a young girl receiving treatment in the oncology section of the John Hunter Children's  

Hospital in Newcastle Australia.  

 

Today we were fortunate to still be at Ronald Macdonald House Newcastle when ten members of the team 

arrived there.  We cannot thank them enough for putting aside the time from their busy schedule to spend 

time with both the kids &  all the adults that were present in the house.  

 

We were in awe  in the  manner they interacted with the kids, made them feel special,  posed for  photos, 

signed autographs & chatted with  all the  parents  during the visit.  I know that we all thanked them on 

their departure but feel that they may not be aware of just how much their visits  are appreciated by  

people.  

 

Sherri  enjoyed her time with the boys, her mum took some great pics & was so excited when she saw 

herself on the local TV  meeting Benji & then while they were all  doing crafts. Thank you.  

 

Please take this as our personal thanks to all.  

  

Regards, Michael, Maria & Sherri  
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NATIONAL COMPETITION FINALS 

DAY A GREAT SUCCESS  

October 30, 2011 Mt Smart No. 2, Auckland.   
   
Nathan Cayless Cup Final   (15s)  
Auckland Pride 24  

Tries: Bradley Abbey, Kalolo Saitaua (2), Kurt  
Bernard Conversions: Richard Timoti (4)  

Counties Manukau Stingrays 16  
Tries: Netane Vi (2), Tom Ngataki  

Conversions: Ethan Taylor (2)  
MVP: Netane Vi  
___________________________________________  
Mark Graham Cup  Final  (17s)  

Counties Manukau Stingrays 31  
Tries: John Ogden, Reubenn Rennie (2), Eric  
Newbegging (2), Kruz Tupou Conversions: David  

Francis Toetu (2), Lafu Feagaiga  
Drop Goal: Afatasi Lio -Collins  

Auckland Pride 36   
Tries: David Fusitua, James Taylor, Sam  

Manuleleua , Kouma Samson (3)  
Conversions: Mason Lino (5)  
Drop Goals: Cyrus O'Brien, Mason Lino  
MVP: Kouma Samson   

Auckland Pride followed their  win in the Premier grade 

of  the NZRL National Competition (on October 15, see 

In Touch September for details) with wins in both the 

Nathan Cayless Cup 15s and the Mark Graham Cup 17s 

finals. The games, which were televised live on Sky, 

were also watched by a vocal crowd, who were  

obviously enjoying the hot Auckland day.  

 

During the games the lead swapped several times  

keeping spectators on the edge of their seats and 

causing much pacing in front of the teams benches.  

 

In the first, the Auckland Pride jumped out to an early 

12 ï nil lead but the Stingrays didnôt give up, scoring 

shortly before half time and leading 16 ï 12 mid way 

through the second half. However the Stingrays gave 

the Pride opportunities to come back and Auckland 

took them, winning 24 points to 16.  

 

The Auckland Pride team were jubilant and had  

obviously benefited from an early morning video  

session with coach Carl Gribble on game day.  

 

By contrast the Counties team were visibly  

disappointed, having been the 2010 winners they had 

been very keen to take the title again.  

 

Kasey King Counties Manukau Zone General Manager 

said after the game ñIt was a great game. With the two 

best teams in the competition making the final we saw 

a high quality match. Both teams played with passion, 

and you could see they both really wanted to win.  

A big thank you to my players and their parents for an 

excellent competition and a great finals performance.ò 

 

Auckland Pride 15s coach Carl Gribble said he was very 

proud of his players, he felt theyôd been the better 

team all season and he was especially proud of them 

for fighting back after Counties Manukau had scored 16 

unanswered points through the middle of the game.  

 

This was followed by yet another battle between the 

Counties Manukau Stingrays and the Auckland Pride, 

with the Counties Manukau team again defending their 

title. It looked as if they would do so easily when they 

were 16 nil in front early in the first half. To their credit 

the Auckland Pride didnôt give up and scored 22 un-

answered points before Counties were able to score 

another try.  

 

With the score at 30 points to 28 the Stingrays took 

a gamble and kicked a drop goal, then the Pride 

scored a converted try and topped it off with two 

drop goals, finishing 36 ï 31 victors.  

 

Pat Carthy, Auckland Zone General Manager said he 

was absolutely delighted with both teams and their 

performances. ñThey were two great finals and itôs 

down to the coaches and the players commitment. 

Iôd like to acknowledge our  

exceptional coaching staff who work so hard to sup-

port their players. It was awesome to see the teams 

come back when they were down, Iôm really proud 

of all of them and they should be very proud of 

themselves.ò 

 

At the conclusion of the 15s and 17s games, both 

teams were presented with medals, and a Man of 

the Match as selected by Kiwi legend Dean Bell was 

named. Merit teams for each grade were also  

announced -  see over.  
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2011 NATIONAL COMPETITION  

NZRL MERIT 17s SELECTION TEAM   

2011 NATIONAL COMPETITION  

NZRL MERIT 15s SELECTION TEAM   

#  Players Name  Zone  

1 Viliama Moala  CM Stingrays  

2 Daniel Liddicoat  Auckland Pride  

3 Christion Mika  CM Stingrays  

4 Cale Karanga  Mid Central Vipers  

5 Chevy Ellis  Auckland Pride  

6 Richard Timoti  Auckland Pride  

7 Miguel Winiata  CM Stingrays  

8 Jacob Diaz  Auckland Pride  

9 Kalolo Saitaua  Auckland Pride  

10  Jiordan Fidow Kele  South Island Scorpions  

11  Ofahiki Ogden  CM Stingrays  

12  Kurt Bernard  Auckland Pride  

13  Haimona Hiroti  Mid Central Vipers  

14  Kadince Christensen  Northern Swords  

15  Bunty Afoa  Auckland Pride  

16  Ahurei Winitana  Waicoa Bays Colts  

17  Sheldon Pitama  South Island Scorpions  

18  Tui Oloapu  Wellington Orcas  

19  Joe Apikatoa  Wellington Orcas  

20  Xavier Smith  Mid Central Vipers  

#  Players Name  Zone  

1 Viliami Kaveinga  CM Stingrays  

2 Alomoti Finau  Auckland Pride  

3 Lafu Feagaiga  CM Stingrays  

4 Kirisome Kirisome  Wellington Orcas  

5 David Fusitua  Auckland Pride  

6 Nu Brown  South Island Scorpions  

7 Mason Lino  Auckland Pride  

8 Tamatererewa Koopu  Waicoa Bays Colts  

9 Kurt Robinson  Wellington Orcas  

10  James Taylor  Auckland Pride  

11  Jaylen Tupaea  Waicoa Bays Colts  

12  Sam Lisone  CM Stingrays  

13  Kouma Samson  Auckland Pride  

14  Jules Webley  South Island Scorpions  

15  Kieron Rollinson  Waicoa Bays Colts  

16  Thoren Fidow -Kele  South Island Scorpions  

17  Katemiro Atera  CM Stingrays  

18  Sam Manuleleua  Auckland Pride  

19  Simione Maamaloa  CM Stingrays  

20  Eric Newbigging  CM Stingrays  

Auckland Pride 15s celebrate their win. Seven of their 
squad made the Merit team named above.  

Counties Manukau 17s score. Six of their squad were 
named in the Merit team above.  



October 2011 / 16  

Auckland Pride 15s above and 17s below enjoy their finals wins.  
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NEW ZEALAND RESIDENTS v NZ 

MAORI COMPLETES FINALS DAY  

The last game of the afternoon was the NZ Residents v NZ Maori Residents and again one team jumped 

out to an early lead only to be run down, this time it was NZ Maori who were 10 -  nil up before the NZ 

Residents scored two converted tries and lead 12 ï 10. NZ Maori then scored two converted tries of their 

own to lead 22 ï 12 at half time. After the break NZ Residents scored three converted tries and a penalty 

without conceding a point and won 32 ï 22.  

 

Brent Stuart, NZ Residents coach said ñI take my hat of to NZ Maori, they really took it to us and we made 

mistakes which left holes for them. It was great to see the boys sort it out after half time and as a result 

get the points. It was a good physical game and we really appreciated it.ò 
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KIWIS CAPTAIN AMONGST NZRL 

AWARDS WINNERS  
Kiwis captain Benji Marshall and Warriors player Shaun Johnson were both acknowledged for their stellar  

performances during the 2011 year at the NZRL Awards held at the Raye Freedman Arts Centre in Epsom on 

November 1.   The awards were held in a theatre, with the MC NZRL Community Programmes Manager Dain 

Guttenbeil leading the informal event. First on stage were NZRL patron Sir Peter Leitch, NZRL CEO Jim Doyle 

and Ray Haffenden, NZRL Vice Chair discussing leadership and the progress the game has made off the field.  

The evening continued with chats with Scott Carter, Chairman of the NZRL Board and of the RLIF and Kiwi 

Sam Perrett interspersed with video clips of the year of league and the visit to Christchurch by Kiwi players 

earlier in the year. A number of award recipients were on duty in the UK and they accepted their awards via 

video. All National Competition winners were also acknowledged during the evening with a number of the 

players watching on in the audience.  

Benji Marshall was named Kiwi player of the year while Shaun Johnson was named Kiwi Rookie of the year. 

Jason Taumalolo, who played in the Junior Kiwis winning team at Newcastle, and was also a member of the 

North Queensland under 20s grand final side, was named the Junior Player of the year.  

Winners of the Grassroots Club of the Year, the Porirua Vikings are one of the biggest clubs in the Wellington 

Region, have 83 volunteers and a long time commitment to their community. They are  involved in a number 

of projects in partnership with the Porirua City Council and also receive support from the Ministry of  

Development to continue their work in this area.   

Both Volunteer of the Year winners expressed surprise at their awards and reminded the audience that there 

were hundreds of others just like them keeping the game going at grassroots level.  

Henry Perenara, winner of the Match official of the year, was unable to attend the awards as he was  

refereeing in the Four Nations, capping off a busy year in which he progressed from referring in the National 

Youth Competition to international appointments.   

Sam Perrett, who was unable to join the end of year tour with the Kiwis due to injury, attended the awards 

and spoke about his trip to Christchurch in May, when he along with Nathan Cayless, Chase Stanley, Glen 

Turner and Anthony Cherrington, visited schools, the hospital and attended a local Community camp. He 

then announced the winners of the Match Official of the Year, Women's Player of the Year and Domestic 

Player of the Year awards.                                                                                        Continued over .......  

L to R: Dain Guttenbeil, MC, Sir Peter Leitch, NZRL Patron, Ray Haffenden and Jim Doyle on stage.  
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NZRL AWARDS WINNERS 2011  

Grassroots Club of the Year: Porirua Vikings (Wellington)  

 
Volunteer Recognition Award (Female): Kylee Matenga (Wellington)  
 
Volunteer Recognition Award (Male): Chris Hansen (Christchurch)  
 

Match Official of the Year: Henry Perenara  
 
Women's Player of the Year: Akenehe Pereira (Wellington)  
 
Domestic Player of the Year: Matt Everitt (Wellington)  
 

Junior Player of the Year: Jason Taumalolo (North Queensland Cowboys)  
 

Kiwi Rookie of the Year: Shaun Johnson (Vodafone Warriors)  
 
Kiwi Player of the Year: Benji Marshall (Wests Tigers)  

L to R: Antz Akavi, Pania -Houkamau -Ngaheu, and Bernie 
Wood accept award for Porirua Vikings  Kylee Matenga accepts her award  

Chris Hansen accepts his award  

Akenehe Pereira  Matt Everitt  Shaun Johnson  
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SEVEN KIWIS NOMINATED FOR 

RLIF PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARDS  
Kiwis Matt Duffie, Jason Nightingale, Kieran Foran,  Adam Blair, Thomas Leuluai, Issac Luke and Benji  

Marshall were all nominees at the RLIF International Player of the Year awards held in the UK during the Four 

Nations tournament. All except Marshall were nominated for positional awards, while the Kiwi captain was 

also in the running for the prestigious Player of the Year award.  

 

The RLIF International Player, Coach, Rookie of and Team of the Year awards are determined by a  

secret ballot of a 20 -strong selection panel, 10 from each hemisphere comprising former players and 

coaches, journalists and broadcasters.  

 

Marshall was the only Kiwi nominee to win an award at the event, being named Stand -Off of the Year 

and joining eight Australians in the nine member Team of the Year.   

 

While honoured to be acknowledged and to be a finalist for the premier award, Marshall's focus wasn't 

on his personal success but the Kiwis' all - important Four Nations clash against Wales at Wembley  

Stadium.  

 

The highlight of the awards night for the Kiwis was undoubtedly the venue itself, the 23 players and 

staff were taken on a tour of the historic site including a visit to the vault to see the Crown Jewels.  

Kiwi Nominees  
Rookie of the Year:  Matt Duffie (Melbourne Storm and 
New Zealand)  

 

Winger of the Year:  Jason Nightingale (St George  

Illawarra)  
 

Standoff of the Year:  Kieran Foran (Manly Sea Eagles), 
Benji Marshall (Wests Tigers).  
 

Prop of the Year: Adam Blair (Melbourne Storm)  
 

Hooker of the Year: Thomas Leuluai (Wigan Warriors), 
Issac Luke (South Sydney)  
 

Player of the Year:  Benji Marshall (Wests Tigers)  
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Auckland Rugby League has signed a ball supply agreement with Steeden New Zealand which 

will align them with the New Zealand Rugby League and the NRL.  

 

"We are very pleased to have secured this arrangement with Steeden as it will give our players the 

highest standard of football  to play with at Premiership level in the Auckland  Competition" said 

ARL Chief Operations Officer  Pat Carthy.  

 

"For the past three seasons we have been using the X -Sports branded footballs and we are very 

grateful to them for all their support over this time. With X -Sports unable to continue their support 

for the 2012 season, the opportunity arose for us to reunite with Steeden."  

 

The agreement is for a three year term and includes ball supply for all three Premiership Divisions.  

Tasman Rugby League Inc invite registrations for participation in the Tasman Rugby League 

ñNelson Ninesò Rugby League tournament on March 10 2012. This event is set to become a truly 

anticipated sporting event on the Australasian sporting calendar showcasing the fast version of the 

great game of rugby league and also the beautiful city of sunny Nelson at the top of the South  

Island.  

 

It is a fantastic opportunity for teams to bond, prepare for the upcoming season and take in the 

many sights and activities Nelson has to offer. There are still places available for teams to enter, if 

you go to www.tasmanrugbyleague.co.nz  they can download a registration form or contact me at  

plafotanoa@iaateam.com  for more information.   

 

A carnival atmosphere is being promoted with entertainment and fun for the whole family.  

Applications close Friday January 27, 2012.  

 

http://www.tasmanrugbyleague.co.nz
mailto:plafotanoa@iaateam.com
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OLDEST LEAGUE CLUB IN WAIKATO 

TURNS ONE HUNDRED  

By Janet Falwasser, Ngaruawahia RLFC  
Established in 1911, this Labour Weekend the  

Ngaruawahia Rugby League Football Club  

celebrated a long and fascinating history.  

 

The early 1900s were pioneering years for the 

country, for the locals i.e. the coalminers, farmers 

and road builders, all work was hard, money was 

scarce, and leisure hours were few. But they man-

aged to form an athletic club and the Ngaruawahia 

Rugby League Football Club.  

It became a ófamilyô club and remains so today as  

generations have sustained its membership for a 

century. They are the backbone of the club, and 

over the years two, three and even four brothers 

have played alongside each other.  

In 2011 the Ngaruawahia Rugby League Club 

joined an elite brotherhood of rugby league  

centenarians in New Zealand. Definitely the oldest 

club in the Waikato, it is numbered among the  

oldest in New Zealand.  

Established in 1911 thanks to the efforts of local 

men Reg Sprague and Henry Sampson, Auckland 

Rugby League advocate Barry Brigham was sent 

down from Auckland to try to get this new 

óNorthern Union Rulesô (rugby league) game,  

introduced to other parts of New Zealand, much to 

the annoyance of local rugby union  

administrators.  

The meeting in Ngaruawahia involved  

representatives from Huntly, Taupiri, and Rangiriri 

who formed themselves into a Lower Waikato  

District League which later became known as 

South Auckland Rugby League, with stipulation for 

membership being that a 30 -mile residency radius 

from Hamilton be met.  

Reg Sprague was the clubôs first President and  

became their first Kiwi when, in 1911, he was  

selected for the team called the NZ League  

Representatives. That team toured Australia,  

playing eight matches and winning four.   

Continued overé 

Ngaruawahia RLFC Kiwis  

Year  Player  Position  Tests  

1911  Reg Sprague  Winger, halfback  0 

1925 -27  Wilson Hall  Stand -off  2 

1925 -36  Louie Brown  Winger  10  

1926 -27  Joe Menzies  Prop  1 

1928 -35  Lou Hutt  Forward  8 

1930 -32  Edwin (Foo) Abbott  Half back  2 

1930 -35  George Tittleton  Centre  2 

1932 -35  Jim Laird  Prop  4 

1936 -37  Wally Tittleton  Back  6 

1946 -52  Travers Hardwick  Loose forward  14  

1947 -52  Adrian McKenzie  Winger  5 

1965 -71  Bill Deacon  Forward  14  

1967  Wayne White  Back  1 

1980  Bill Kells  Stand -off  0 

Old Boys game on Friday Night    

Photo: Sandy MacDonald  
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OLDEST LEAGUE CLUB IN WAIKATO 

TURNS ONE HUNDRED  

By Janet Falwasser, Ngaruawahia RLFC  
To date the club has had 14 Kiwis, as well as a  

number of Schoolboy and Junior Kiwis.  

Each decade has produced highlights and the club 

has consistently been well represented in the NZ 

and North Island Maori, Waikato Maori, NZ  

Universities, Northern Districts, Northern Zone, 

Waikato (including Countryfare Cougars), Waicoa 

Bay Stallions and Warriors Under -20s squads.  

In earlier days club representatives played for 

Lower Waikato, then South Auckland which was 

constituted in 1921 before the area was re -named 

Waikato in 1965.  

2011 has been a particularly good year for the  

Ngaruawahia RLFC. Four teams including the  

Premiers won their Waikato championship grand 

finals, and there has been significant development 

around club grounds to host the hundreds who  

converged on Ngaruawahia to attend the Jubilee 

celebrations.   

The celebrations included Old Boys, Senior,  

Schoolboy, Premier and netball games, a well -

attended and emotional Jubilee Banquet dinner that 

celebrated the clubôs Team of the Century, and a 

Museum Expo Tent which took a look back through 

100 years of history.  

To reach this mammoth milestone in the history of 

New Zealand Rugby League is a great achievement 

not just for the club, but also for the town of  

Ngaruawahia.  

The club attributes its continued sustainability, 

growth and development to the efforts of loyal  

generations of families, along with the new families 

that continue to join their ranks each season, as 

well as their networks and their administrative and 

family supports -  legacies that will see this club 

through its next 100 years.  

Congratulations to the Ngaruawahia Rugby League 

Football Club!  

Team of the Century  

Name  Number  Position  

Albie Cathro  1 Fullback  

Reg Sprague  2 Wing  

Wayne White  3 Centre  

George Tittleton  4 Centre  

Hugh McKinnon  5 Wing  

William (Bill) Kells  6 Stand off  

Edwin (Foo) Abbott  7 Half Back  

Joe Menzies  8 Prop Forward  

Lou Hutt  9 Hooker  

Brian Richards  10  Prop Forward  

Bill Deacon  11  Second Row Forward  

Dan Solomon  12  Second Row Forward  

Piki Haggie  13  Lock Forward  

Brian Barakat  Reserve  Centre, Stand Off, Lock  

Rob Cranstoun  Reserve  Wing, Centre  

Dean Haggie  Reserve  Back Row, Centre, Wing  

Mike Tahu  Reserve  Wing, Centre, Half Back  

Owie Hinton  Reserve  Half back, fullback  

Tahere Morunga  Reserve  Standoff, Centre  

Coach of the Century -  Tom ñPopò Cairns 

Player of the Century ï Bill Deacon  

Photo: Sandy MacDonald  

Family Day Fun  
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STEPHEN KEARNEY CUP SELECTION v 

WARRIORS DEVELOPMENT SQUAD  

By Alex Smits, Wellington RL  
Following the tough secondary school competition (see 

In Touch , September 2011 ) Wellington Rugby League 

selected the twenty best Stephen Kearney Cup players 

for a game in Auckland against the NZ Warriors  

Development squad on October 29. The game provides 

the SK Cup Players with another step in their Rugby 

League Development.  

 

With 13 of the 20 players not registered to a club it 

was always going to be a huge undertaking for these 

less experienced boys to compete with the Warriors  

Development squad (the next generation of future 

Warriors who hope to gain Toyota Cup contracts and 

move through to the NRL).  

 

At first it looked like the SK Cup team was going to be 

outmuscled as a huge Warriors team took the field. 

After the first set the Warriors kicked deep into the 

corner, and the inexperience of the SK Cup team 

showed as they were bundled into touch on the first 

play.  From there the Warriors scored a try to take a 4 -

0 lead.  

 

Following the restart the smaller SK Cup team worked 

hard as a defensive unit, keeping the Warriors to their 

own 20m line. The Warriors then tried to shift the ball, 

only for big Sam Kepes to intercept and barnstorm his 

way to the line to score. With Brad Kuiti converting the 

SK Cup team were up 6 ï 4.  

 

They gained in confidence as they were lead around 

the park by the impressive half back pairing 

of Tainui Brown and Daley Foase. Twice 

they looked to have the measure of the  

larger Warriors team only for the last pass 

to go to ground.  Then just when the SK 

Cup team was dominating play, the  

Warriors were awarded a penalty, marched 

up field and bust over the try line to take a 

10 ï 6 lead.  

 

From the kick the Warriors knocked on, 

from the scrum Daley Foase linked up with 

Benson Tago who got on the outside of his 

opposite number, fending him away to gallop in 

under the posts and score, 12 ï 10. The Warriors 

scored again after a misdirected SK Cup offload 

to take a 14 ï 12 lead into half time.  

 

The second half was played in much the same 

vein with SK Cup centre Renouf Toomagaôs hit on 

his opposite number immediately after kick off 

dislodging the ball, he re -gathered and raced 

30m to score.  

 

The Warriors hit back again tying the score at 18 

all.  The SK Cup side then started to dominate 

and was looking the better team when Atu  

Faingaa scooted over from dummy half to take a 

22 ï 18 lead for the Wellington boys.  They  

continued to dominate until the 60 th  minute when 

they had not one but two tries disallowed in the 

space of five minutes.  The Warriors took full  

advantage scoring three back to back tries to 

blow the score line out to 40 -22.  

 

The SK Cup team had one more crack with the 

impressive Atu Faingaa scoring again out of 

dummy half.  The Warriors scored once more to 

finish the game at 46 ï 28.  

 

Dean Bell was very complementary, saying they 

were the best team that Wellington had sent to 

play the Warriors in his time as the Recruitment 

Manager.   

More than just a game, the SK Cup team visits the Sports Museum.  
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HALSWELL CLUB ASSIST KAIAPOI 

WITH FUND RAISING EFFORTS  
At the Canterbury Rugby League senior 

prize giving in October, Halswell Rugby 

League President Jeff Whittaker presented 

the Kaiapoi Rugby League club with a Kiwi 

jersey to help raise funds for their club 

rooms.  

 

The jersey was accepted by Kaiapoi's  

secretary Nicky Churton.  Kaiapoi, who lost 

their clubrooms in the earthquake  are  

having a lunch in Feb 2012 to raise funds 

for their clubrooms, and the Halswell Rugby 

League club donated the framed jersey for 

the luncheon.  

LIFE MEMBER VISITS AUCKLAND  
NZRL Life Member Bill Whitehead has been in Auckland 

for a couple of months and attended many Rugby League 

matches in Waikato and Auckland during his stay with his 

friend Norine Smith. He also  attended the 1971 Kiwis  

reunion (was Liaison  Officer for them v South Island in 

1972), and the Kiwis annual reunion luncheon the next 

day.  

 

Bill and Norine also visited Sir Peter's new Sports  

Museum, and presented Sir Peter with a 1971 Nico cap. 

His good mate, Paul Nixon, who is taking over the running 

of the annual Rugby League night at the Trots at  

Addington Raceway, kindly provided caps for all who  

attended the 1971 Kiwis reunion.  

 

Bill was full of praise for the superlative hospitality extended by so many during his stay, including the 

Mad Butcher Sir Peter Leitch, Don Hammond, Ray Haffenden, Scott Carter, Jim Doyle and all at NZRL 

House.    

 

Said Bill "Itôs a far cry from mid seventies when I came up with South Island  sides  and had to arrange a 

meal and transport, and walked from the hotel to the ground."  

 

He met others at the Lance Hohaia testimonial luncheon, and declared he will have to change his  

favourite Warrior on Facebook ñnow the Taniwharau Terrier has left for St Helens.ò  

Jeff Whittaker with Nicky Churton and the jersey  

William Whitehead QSM with Steve Price MNZM  
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PAPAKURA óSEA EAGLESô ï NRL 

GRAND FINAL DAY  

The Club has held this event for the past three 

years, and it continues to be an enjoyable and  

entertaining event in the Clubôs calendar. 

 

Held on Grand Final Day it starts at around 3pm, 

with guests treated to nibbles, give Άaways, and  

raffles during the course of the afternoon.   

 

The best part of the event is the dinner which is 

always tasty and well - received by guests, followed 

by an auction which always has prized items such 

as Kiwis Jerseys, Sea Eagles merchandise, and any 

other items donated by members ï all going  

towards raising funds for the Club.  

 

This yearôs event featured Tea Ropati as guest 

speaker ï he was informative, entertaining, and the 

guests enjoyed his insights into life as a  

professional footballer.  

 

Brendon the MC and interviewer also provided 

laughs and picked on Kevin Mitchell, club stalwart,  

relentlessly throughout the day, having been given 

some background info. to do with his passion for 

bike riding. It was all in good spirits, and Kevin 

gave as good as he got!  

 

The Club benefits from the proceeds of the auction 

and views the annual event as an opportunity to 

include the community in what is a very, very good 

day.   

 

It also provides a cost -effective way for those of us 

who canôt afford to go to the Grand Final, to get 

together and enjoy all three games, be entertained, 

and best of all, not have to cook!!  

 

It is hoped that the event gains momentum within 

the community and becomes a fixture on many 

peopleôs social calendar.  Itôs a way for the Club to 

raise its profile and encourage individuals and local 

businesses to become part of the growing Rugby 

League community.  

 

Alex Eleftheriadis, Director / Secretary of the club 

said ñTea was absolutely wonderful on the night 

and we really appreciated him giving up his time to 

come out and speak.   Heôs very entertaining and 

Brendon was a great interviewer , so also a very 

successful ñguestò speaker.ò  

Top: Room set out and ready for action  

Middle: Tea Ropati being interviewed  

Below: Auction items  
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UNDERDOGS WIN PREMIERSHIP  

By Alison King, Daily Post, Rotorua  

A little bit of belief goes a long way. Despite going 

in as underdogs Tauranga Whalers kept a positive 

spin on their Bay of Plenty championship match  

and when the going got tough against Pacific 

Sharks they maintained that  belief to win 24 -18 

after extra time.  

 

The final was supposed to be a whitewash if the 

previous matches between the pair were anything 

to go by. Whalers most definitely the underdog ð it 

was their first Bay final in 25 years against a Pacific 

side whoôd won the title twice before.  

 

Instead it was a game of two halves and more. It 

was a game of ping -pong for the first 35 minutes 

with neither side able to get nearer than five  

metres of their opponentôs goal line. It looked like it 

would be scoreless at  half - time but Pacific managed 

to find some inspiration and Joseph Cook scored on 

the wing. Moments later it was almost a perfect 

replay with Cook getting a second.  

 

If anyone thought they could take an 8 -  nil lead 

into half -time they hadnôt reckoned on that  

Whalersô belief. A scrum at 30m led to the ball 

passed wide to Garry Ngarongo who offloaded to 

Hamish Newlands then on to Ricky Quinlan. Quinlan 

shook off three defenders to go down for the try.  

 

There was more urgency in the second period. 

Whalers took the lead with a try from Anaru Taute. 

Pacific came back with a try of their own and then a 

penalty. A further unconverted try edged them 

ahead 18 -12 but still that belief held firm as  

Whalersô Selo Alesano scored a beauty to level on 

full time.  

 

Two five minute periods of extra time were called 

and it was the Whalers who charged ahead, with 

Pou taking the lead and Ngarongo finishing.  

 

The Pacific drummers kept on their beat, as if  

trying to entrance their team to get ahead. It  

wasnôt to be, Whalers shut them down and the  

underdogs became the champions.  

 

ñWe were the laughing stock last year, but weôve 

done the hard work,ò Player coach Pou said 

òEveryone was writing us off and that motivated us. 

We had the belief throughout the season. Pacific 

took it to us but our boys had self belief.  

 

ñIt was all about remaining calm and composed 

and completing our sets.ò   

 

He said when it came to extra - time their goal was 

to score first then defend and that tactic worked, 

despite Pacific chants getting louder. ñWe knew 

the drums would come so we used that as a call to 

drum them and turn it around.ò 

 

Pacific coach Pani Daniels was stoic in his teamôs 

loss, ñWeôve beaten Tauranga twice this year but 

the finals are always different. It all comes down 

to the kicks.ò 


