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Iôd like to start the year with a thank you 

to everyone who takes the time to read 

this magazine and to send in their stories 

for others to enjoy.  

 

Iôd also like to say thank you to everyone 

who completed the Communications Survey and well 

done to our lucky winner from the Hawkes Bay, who won 

a signed Kiwis jersey because sheôd filled it in. 

 

Summer wasnôt up to much Iôm sure youôll agree, but if 

youôre a Rugby League fan, winter isnôt  such a bad  

season. In fact as I write this Iôve already been to my 

first game and watched a few on TV.  

 

I enjoy getting out to the Warriors trial at North Harbour 

each year, thereôs always a good crowd and its a chance 

to see a mix of players in action.  

 

This year the curtain raiser was great entertainment, the 

Otahuhu Leopards played really well and despite it being 

early in the season they held their own, I thought they 

might tire in the third or fourth quarter but they didnôt 

seem too.  

 

The Toyota Cup squad with its mix of the previous yearôs  

premiership winning team, along with new players, kept 

everyone on their toes. It was good to see so many of 

them make the step up to the first grade squad as well.  

 

They showed again what so many of us enjoy about the 

NYC competition, their ability to chase points. With only  

minutes to go they scored two quick tries and it was 28 

all on the hooter with a kick to come. In what was  

probably a fair reflection of the game, the kick missed 

and both teams received a rousing cheer from the crowd.  

 

The first graders didnôt disappoint either, although they 

started without some first choice players, lost a couple 

due to injury during the game and gave lots of younger 

players a run towards the end, there was a lot to like.  

 

Kiwis Lewis Brown and Elijah Taylor carried on where 

they left off last year, running hard, and tackling harder. 

Shaun Johnson shone again before being rewarded 

with an early shower, as did Simon Mannering. We 

also saw Kiwi Bill Tupou and future star Glen  Fisiiahi 

score run away tries.  All in all well worth the trip 

across the bridge and a crowd of 10,500 on a Saturday 

of a long weekend bodes well for league crowds again 

this season.  

 

Likewise in the NRL All Stars game it was great to see 

Kiwis scoring tries and putting their team mates over 

for tries as well, and nice to see Benjiôs goal kicking on 

song with six from six attempts.  

If youôre wondering how local players are getting on in 

the UK, Maori TV are covering the Super League and 

the Kiwis seem to be continuing to shine there too.  

Now we just need to see all our Kiwi players make it 

through the rest of the trials and opening rounds of 

the NRL unhurt so we have the best of the best on 

show at Eden Park on April 20 and the summer wind 

and rain will be long forgotten.  
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continuing the journey we set in our 

Game Plan.έ   
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Weôve been back at work for a few weeks and  

everyone is already well underway with their  

planning for the delivery of programmes in 2012.  

 

From the Community Roots Carnivals to the VB Test 

Match, League 4 Life events to launching our new 

Fundamentals programme there is work being done 

at all levels from grassroots to the elites ensuring 

that we continue to build on what we have achieved 

to date.  

 

For me 2012 is very much about continuing the 

journey we set in our Game Plan. We are now in the 

process of measuring our actual progress in 2011 

versus our strategy while identifying areas of focus 

for this year.  

 

It is very pleasing to see that our participation  

numbers are up again, at more than 33,500 they 

are now more than double what they were two 

years ago.  

 

At the same time our ACC claims are also tracking 

down and with the support of our well qualified and 

highly respected Medical Council we are continuing 

our work in this area.  

 

We take our responsibilities in injury prevention 

very seriously, and with the Medical Councils  

assistance we are expanding our education and 

awareness programmes to ensure the game is as 

safe as possible.  

 

As you know the role of NZRL is to support and 

grow the game and over the last two years our  

focus has been very much on a ówhole of sportô 

alignment and the introduction of a number of  

strategic initiatives.  

 

This year we will have specific focus on  

Development and High Performance and we have  

reviewed and updated our organisational structure 

to support this.  

Tony Kemp, General Manager High Performance will 

be focusing on pathways to excellence, working 

alongside Ruben Wiki and a PhD student to further 

develop and strengthen this area.  

 

Dain Guttenbeil, General Manager Community  

Development will be focusing on the ongoing Football 

and Community activities including Carnivals, Hearts 

Camps, Schools, National Competition, League 4 Life 

Club Development and more.  

  

With the season soon to kick off Iôd like to take this 

opportunity to wish all the clubs, Districts and Zones 

all the best for the upcoming season and the year 

ahead.  We will once again be supporting their  

fundraising efforts with the Monster Draw which weôll 

give you more information about soon.  

Finally Iôd like to invite you to show your support for 

the Kiwis and international Rugby League by buying 

your tickets to the VB Test Match at Eden Park as 

soon as possible.  

This match is very important to the team who are still 

hurting after the Four Nations last year. History is on 

their side, with the home team having won every one 

of these early season tests. In fact the first and last 

time we hosted this game was back in 1998, when we 

won 22 -16 and I know theyôd really appreciate it if 

you could get along to support them as they try to 

repeat this.  

A lot of work has been done behind the scenes and in 

the planning to ensure you have a positive  

experience at this game, and Iôd encourage you to 

make the most of it.  

Weôd all love to see more international league played 

here, and the bigger the crowds the easier it is to  

get support for more of these games.  
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COACHING AND DEVELOPMENT 

CONFERENCE 2012  

NZRL Coaching and Development staff and KiwiSport 

Officers from around the country gathered in Auckland 

in January for a week long conference.   

The conference enabled all those working in the area 

to meet each other, with a number of new staff joining 

the Coaching & Development team recently in  

Wellington, the West Coast and Auckland.  

They were taken through a number of new  

programmes including the Fundamentals, Youth and 

Senior Coaching courses.  They also completed a Train 

the Trainer programme during which various  

Development Officers presented to the group and were 

assessed by their peers.  

Dain Guttenbeil, Community Programmes Manager 

said ñwe are committed to improving the capability of 

our people and to ensuring that no matter where you 

take a course, you will receive the same information 

delivered to the same high standard.  

 

Having this opportunity to get all of the team together, 

to give them the information and to let them test 

themselves in front of their co workers is an important 

part of ensuring we meet these standards of  

consistency.ò 

He continues òThis was a great chance to ensure that 

our óchampionsô, the people who will go out and deliver 

our programmes are all on the same page. This is  

crucial to the growth and development of the game.ò 

An extensive number of workshops helped the  

development staff  gain a better understanding of  

everything from the Backyard League programme to 

National Testing.  

Presentations were made by a variety of presenters 

including NZRL Football staff, experts from other sports 

organisations and some of the Development Officers 

themselves.  

 

Zone General Managers also attended some of the  

sessions including those covering Educational Football 

and the 2012 National Calendar.  

Above, Jim Doyle NZRL CEO addresses the group.  

Dain explains Backyard League (above) and the 
group get moving (below).  
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MATCH OFFICIAL SECURES  

SCHOLARSHIP  

NZRL is pleased to announce that leading Match 

Official Shane Rehm has been awarded another 

Prime Ministers Scholarship from Sport NZ 

(formerly SPARC).  

 

The scholarship will be used to help Shane travel to 

Australia throughout 2012 to undertake Referee 

and Touch Judge appointments in the NSW Cup, 

Toyota Cup and NRL competitions.  

 

Whilst there, Shane will also train with the NRL 

Referees Squad and participate in video reviews, 

debriefs and team training sessions.  

 

After a bout of illness midway through 2011, Shane 

finished the season strongly, refereeing the  

National Competition Premier Final, along with the 

Cook Islands vs Pacific Tri -Series Tournament Team 

in Rarotonga.  

 

In October and November, Shane travelled to the 

United Kingdom to officiate in the Four Nations, 

where his performances saw him appointed as a 

Touch Judge in the Australia vs England final at  

Elland Road.  

 

Shane said ñIt's very exciting to be receiving the 

Prime Minister's scholarship for a second year and 

have the opportunity for further trips to Sydney. 

These trips will provide  important training and 

coaching to help advance my refereeing to the next 

level.ò 

 

NZRL Referees Manager, Marc Harris, said ñThis 

scholarship is great news for Shaneôs development. 

Hopefully, with some strong performances in  

training and in matches, he can push his claim for a 

fulltime contract with the NRL Referees Squad.ò 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MATCH OFFICIAL  

 

Whether youôre a parent, student, an ex-player, ex -

coach or a rugby league fan there is a suitable level of 

refereeing available to you.  

 

Visit our website www.nzrl.co.nz/match ïofficials  to 

find the details of the co -ordinator nearest you and 

theyôll tell you what you need to know to get started. 

 

Without our Match Officials thereôd be no game so why 

not get up off the couch and get involved!  
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NZRL RULE CHANGES FOR 2012  
Following a period of consultation with the NZRL Football Advisory Group, Zone General Managers and Referee 

Co-ordinators, the following rule changes/adjustments to International grades (13 years and over) have been 

approved and are to be introduced across NZRL competitions in 2012 and going forward until further notice.  

These changes have been made to encourage attacking play and to align with competitions played in Australia 

and England.  

 

40/20 Kicks  

 

Current Rule :  40/20 kicks only allowed in Premier and National Domestic competition matches where there 

are three accredited and appointed Match Officials .  

 

NEW RULE:  

40/20 kicks are to be allowed in all matches that are played under the NZRL International Rules and Laws  

(ie. teams aged 13 years and above).  

 

If a ball is kicked by a player in general play from within his/her own 40m area and finds touch in his/her  

opponentôs 20m area (other than on the full), the kicking side will have the loose head and feed at the scrum. 

 

NOTE: When adjudicating 40/20 kicks, only accredited and official Touch Judges are the sole judge of fact on 

whether the ball has crossed inside or outside the 20m line. In other cases (eg. if club or non -official Touch 

Judges are used), the Referee has the final decision on whether the ball has crossed inside or outside the 20m 

line.  

 

No Zero Tackle From General Kicks In Play  

 

Current Rule:  Some competitions have been playing a rule whereby teams in possession receive a ñzero 

tackleò after any general kick in play from the opposing team. 

 

NEW RULE:  

There is to be NO zero tackle from a general kick in play. From now on ï when teams receive a kick in general 

play from the opposition team, the tackle count will start at ñoneò. 

 

However, the zero tackle rule remains as per the existing NZRL International Rules and Laws following  

infringements (e.g. after a knock on or forward pass)  

 

Corner Post  

 

Current Rule: If a ball - carrier makes contact with the corner post, he/she is deemed to be out of play (touch -

in -goal).   

 

NEW RULE:  

If a ball - carrier makes contact with the corner post, he/she will NOT be deemed to be out of play, unless any 

part of his/her body has made contact with either the touch - line or touch - in -goal line, or the ground beyond 

the touch - line or touch - in -goal line.  

 

If the ball is not in possession of a player and it makes contact with the corner post (eg. from a kick or loose 

ball etc), the ball will be deemed to be touch - in -goal as per existing law and play will restart according to 

which team infringes.  

 

All other rules relating to the corner post and restarts of play remain unchanged.  

 

The following rules will be edited in the next version of the NZRL rule book and will be added to the NZRL web-

site. Please contact Marc Harris (NZRL Referees Manager) on (09) 571 3855 or at marc@nzrl.co.nz  should you 

wish to discuss further.  

mailto:marc@nzrl.co.nz
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COMMUNITY CARNIVALS 2012  

Date  Carnival  Venue  

Sun 19 th  Feb Nelson  Auckland Point School, 111 Haven Road, Nelson  

Sat 25 th  Feb Wanganui  Springvale Park, Wanganui  

Sun 26 th  Feb Taranaki  Hickford Park, Smeaton Rd, Bell Block  

Sat 3 rd  Mar  Manawatu  Arena Manawatu, Pascal Street, Palmerston North  

Sun 10 th  Mar  Wellington  Cannons Creek Park, Castor Crescent, Porirua  

Sun 11 th  Mar  Northland  Lindvart Park, Mangakahia Road, Kaikohe  

Sun 18 th  Mar  
Auckland &  

Counties Manukau  
Cornwall Park, Puriri Drive, Green Lane, Auckland  

Sat 24 th  Mar  Bay of Plenty  Puketawhero Park, Vaughan Road, Rotorua  

Sun 25 th  Mar  Coastline  Grenada Park, Grenada Street, Mt Maunganui, Tauranga  

Sat 31 st  Mar  Waikato  Hopuhopu Sports Park, Old Taupiri Road, Ngaruawahia  

Sun 1 st  Apr  Canterbury  Wainoni Park, Hampshire Street, Aranui, Christchurch  

Sat 14 th  Apr  Gisborne  Awapuni Stadium, Centennial Marine Drive, Awapuni, Gisborne  

Sun 15 th  Apr  Hawkes Bay  Hawkes Bay A & P Showgrounds, Karamu Road North, Hastings  

Sun 22 nd  Apr  West Coast  Wingham Park, Greymouth  

Sat 28 th  Apr  Southland  Elles Road Rugby League Grounds, Invercargill  

Sun 29 th  Apr  Otago  Kings High School, Bayview Road, Dunedin  

NZRL Community Carnivals will be in 16 towns and cities across New Zealand from February to April 

this year. Designed to introduce children aged 5 ð12 years and their families to rugby league through  

fun age appropriate skills and drills, these free Carnivals are open to anyone whoôs interested. This 

year as well as breakfast, thereôll be fun family activities to involve the parents, a free Fundamentals 

coaching course and a giveaway pack for each registered participant.  

If you know anyone whoôd like a fun day out then please bring them along.  All camps will have open  

registrations on the day. For details including starting times please visit our website www.nzrl.co.nz/

clubs -community/community -carnivals -2012.  
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KIWIS TAKE ON KANGAROOS IN  

BATTLE OF THE CHAMPIONS  
On Friday April 20, 2012 the World Champion Kiwis will take on the 2011 Four Nations champions the  

Kangaroos in the first of a two match home and away test series. This is an important match for the Kiwis and 

for Rugby League in NZ. First up the Kiwis want to redeem themselves for their poor performances in last years 

Four Nations tournament. While  acknowledging that they didnôt have anything like a full strength squad avail-

able when they travelled, the Kiwis donôt want that to be an excuse for the losses.  

 

Benji Marshall, Kiwis Captain said of last year ñThe preparation was probably the best Iôve seen from us for a 

long time. It was just the execution on the field -  we didnôt play to our game plan. It was really  

disappointing, maybe expectations got the better of us.ò  Not having the full squad did mean that a number of 

players were able to experience this kind of football and this will help build depth. Having the chance to play 

Australia again so soon is good for the Kiwis, giving them a chance to put their recent poor  

performances behind them.  

 

Secondly this is a chance for league  and sports fans to show that they can fill the biggest stadium in NZ, really 

get behind their team and show the world that their culture is not what was seen during the Four  

Nations double header in 2010.  There is no reason that the Kiwis canôt win at Eden Park and itôs time the 

óleague hoodooô was put to bed.  

 

A dedicated family Zone will provide lots of family friendly activities. Thereôll be face painting, giveaways and 

two fantastic family holidays to be won. One will include a trip to Sea World while the other will include tickets 

to State of Origin. Thereôll be Nickelodeon characters in the Zone for the kids to cuddle and have photos with, 

making this a great event for the whole family.  

 

In addition, as with previous test matches thereôll be  affordable hospitality packages and  chances to enjoy the 

game with a meal and a quiet drink.  Check out Ticketek for details of all these offers.  

Tickets for the test match are 

available from 

www.ticketek.co.nz  

or 0800 ticketek  

or  

selected Mad Butcher stores  

Mangere East, Glen Innes, 

Manukau, Papakura and  

Albany.  

 

Tickets are  

$49 for A reserve  

$39 for B reserve  

Family zone $89 for 2 adults 

& 3 children  

Children's tickets are $15  

everywhere.  

See Ticketek for the seating 

map.  


